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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 14th December 2014
Series name: God’s gifts at Christmas
Sermon # in series: 3
Sermon Title: God’s gift of Joy
Bible Reference: Luke 2 (and others)
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Jesus came to bring the gift of Joy

We all hope that Christmas is going to be a ‘good one’ – it’s what we wish each other. What do we mean by that? Lots of things but I think it’s happiness, fun and laughter, without too much aggro and argument is high on the list!

But we all know that whilst those things are nice & enjoyable they are also pretty fleeting, short lived. We live in a broken, messed up world where most of the times things don’t work right, we do face disagreement, where pain of body or mind are very much part of everyday life. If our happiness and joy is dependent on things working well and as we want them then we are not going to know very much of it, and when we do it is going to be short lived!

Thankfully the joy that Jesus came to bring is far superior to those cheap and short lived things. Remember the old M&S advert – this isn’t just ??? this is M&S ???. Well this is M&S joy! . The Joy Jesus brings us does not depend on our circumstances, things or happenings. Real joy, God’s joy is much deeper – it’s much more than being happy, it is a a sense of well being, optimism, hope, certainty that all is well despite what may be happening around us or to us. 

Jesus came to a messed up, broken world and into that world he brought Joy. It’s everywhere in the birth narrative – Zech & Liz knew joy because of JB; unborn JB jumped for joy in the womb (Lk 1:42-44); everyone else shared Liz’s joy (Lk 1:58), Mary & Jo obviously knew great joy, the shepherds were told a message of ‘great joy’ by the angel – (Lk 2:10) . The wise men (Mt 2:10) ‘rejoiced with exceeding great joy’ when they stepped outside the palace in Jerusalem and saw the star again – the star that led them to Jesus. Everyone involved in the story of Jesus birth knew Joy - and what Jesus brought those people he offers us also. 

I want to say some things about this Joy Jesus brings:  

1. We can experience his joy NOW – in the midst of our messed up lives. The coming of Jesus brought joy to all those people – people who we just going about their business, their everyday lives. Nothing changed for them – except that Jesus came! Just take the shepherds for eg: That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. Luke 2:8-9 (NLT) 

So often the thought is ‘When I get this sorted, when this appointment is done, when this treatment finished, when the children are X age, when I’ve finished work, when … then things will be different, then I will be able to enjoy things a bit! Jesus came so you don’t have to chase joy but can have joy, now – regardless of circumstances.  

Jesus doesn’t wait until we’ve got everything being sorted and under control, all the boxes ticked and everything nicely lined up – he comes and is here NOW in the midst of the chaos and heartache of life and offers you joy. So 1st – his joy can be known now, in the midst of whatever circumstances you’re in. 
Second we see that joy is actually a given thing, a sent thing

2. Joy is sent not discovered!
How do you find this joy? Do we hunt or search or work, or hope or meditate? Is it maybe just random chance or good luck. Last year West Jet in Canada asked people boarding one of their flights what they’d like for Christmas – have a look at what happened next! Canada airlines media clip. (Poor bloke that asked for socks!!!)
Is that hope joy happens? If it is then most of us will never have it! Thankfully it’s not how we find Joy – truth is that real Joy is send to us from God, it’s God’s gift that he gives us through Jesus. Jesus came to bring us this gift. And we get it when we get Jesus! We receive this joy when we receive Jesus. 

How come? Because he makes us right with God, he forgives our sins, deals with the past and reconciles us to God. When he’s done this then we can rest easy knowing God is on your side, knowing he always has your best interests at heart and is working in all things – even the worst of things – for your good. Joy comes from knowing and experiencing that God is to wise to be mistaken, too good to be unkind. 
Notice too what the angel said to the shepherds – ‘good news of great Joy’ – there’s a difference between the two. Good news might be me being told that you’ve won the lottery, great joy would be being told that I’d won the lottery! 

Good news brings great joy when it becomes personal. The good news of Jesus will be great joy to you when you trust Jesus personally – really trusting him. Trust him, really and personally – take him at his word, rest on his promises, believe what he says in his word and you will start to experience this great joy of rest and contentment and satisfaction and optimism. 

One other thing, notice what the shepherds did after all this – they told everyone! You can’t keep this good news, this joy to yourself. If you’ve experienced it – then tell others about it and invite them along this Christmas. Why ever wouldn’t you want them to know what you know and experience? (Unless of course you haven’t or don’t experience – in which case I eant to pray for you at the end of the service and ask that you reach out again to receive all God has given you in Jesus)

3.  Joy is often experienced as part of a journey
The wise men set out on their journey when they saw the star rise in the east. Doubtless joyful and expectant in anticipation of seeing the new born King. It was a long journey –which ended it seemed at Jerusalem. But they didn’t find the king and no one knew anything about a new born king. This was not what they expected and doubtless disappointed and questioning. However, their disappointment turned to joy when they saw the star again as they left the palace. Matt 2:10
That is the experience of many/most followers of Jesus. Initial elation of sins forgiven, acceptance and hope gets worn down by crisis or disappointment is the experience of many. It’s part of the journey. Sadly some lose faith with Jesus in this time, imagining it was all their imagination, maybe get side tracked with other things to try to find another thrill. Good job those wise men didn’t do that isn’t it!

Truth is that the Lord is using tough situations he allows for our good for in them we’re called to really trust him in a new way. This is seldom pleasant. But scripture says “Weeping may last through the night, but joy comes with the morning’. Psalm 30:5 (NLT). Or Jesus to disciples - You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. John 16:20 (NIV)

Some of you are going through a really tough experience just now. I’m not going to put a sticking plaster over it and say it doesn’t hurt when you know it does. Instead I want to encourage you to look to the Lord and trust him and hold onto his promise that tears may last through the night – but night always gives way to morning, and joy will come. The shadows of grief and sadness and worry will flee away when the sun rises again – as it will. This is the hope Jesus brings and as you hold onto this hope you will find that he helps you through without you completely collapsing.

Others of you may just have grown a little cold and lethargic. Things ain’t what they were and you’ve little joy in your heart. Might put it down to many things – but may I ask – are you really seeking the Lord himself and trusting in him? Easy to blame others or circumstances or even God but have you looked at your own heart lately. 

Maybe (hopefully) you can say ‘No it’s not me, I’m still seeking to worship and pray, no obvious sin – but I’m just struggling and no joy.’ Then stick with it; tough out the night, hold on to what you know - hold onto his word & promises, hold onto his character and joy will come in the morning. 
· Joy is for now – not just the future

· Joy is sent not searched for

· Joy is experienced as part of the journey

May the Lord help us each to trust him and to know his joy deep in our hearts

Prayer: for those whose hearts have grown cold; for those who believe but are holding on in face of provocation and trial!
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