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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Series name: A Journey Through Exodus
Sermon # in series: #1
Sermon Title: Small beginnings!
Bible Reference: Exodus 1-2
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
A Journey Through Exodus – #1
From small beginnings …
Why this series? Follow on from Genesis and the overall theme is about being set free; What happened to I’s is an example of what happens in us. The story of the Exodus is the story of the people of God. What we find here is a precursor to what we find in the gospels and in a sense is a mirror of our own experience of being part of the people of God. 

Overall outline for book: ‘Saved; Separated, Sanctified’ or ‘Trip, Tablets, Tent’
Set the scene with reference back to events in Genesis.

· Recap Story of Joseph and how he came to be in Egypt, then joined by his whole family in time of famine.

· Joe’s actions made Pharaoh a very wealthy man and him personally a national hero. His family then were welcomed into Egypt and as farmers were given excellent farming land (land the Egyptians really didn’t want as they were not a farming nation). 
· Exodus takes up the story some 215
 years later when those initial 70 settlers have flourished and grown into a very sizeable ethnic group within Egypt. 
· For much of this time respect for Joseph and his contribution to the national life and prosperity had meant the Israelites (descendants of Israel/Jacob) were valued and treated with respect. 
· But over time things changed. The Israelites grew in number and as they did Josephs place in history was obscured and the respect and appreciation of their contribution to national life was replaced with growing fear. This family was now an ethnic minority, with enough influence economically and militarily that they could, should they choose, seriously de-stabalise the whole country. Maybe fear and suspicion of immigrants and ethnic minorities isn’t such a new thing after all!
The response? Well it was the response that fear always breeds – he begins to oppress them, to assert his own position and power. They are taken from the fields and forced to work as brick makers and builders on vast civil building projects – the new store cities of Ramses & Pithom were to be built using this new conscripted labour force.

But despite the hard work God’s chosen people continue to flourish and grow. 

That scheme failing they draw up Plan b – nothing less than genocide The Israelite midwives were told to kill every baby boy born to the Israelite women. But Shiprah and Puah are made of better stuff and agree together not to carry out the command of the Pharaoh.  Wonderfully courageous women who, v17 & 21 record, respected God and valued what he said and delighted in more than what others said, and more than their own personal safety. They put him and his purposes before themselves. When questioned about this they explain that the women give birth two quickly and they cannot get to the children in time! 
In desperation Pharaoh orders his own people to kill any baby they find by drowning them in the Nile. But even now we find another three women prepared to defy the kings edict.
Ch 2 introduces us to Jochabed, her daughter Miriam and most surprising perhaps, the Pharaohs own daughter! 

Like any mother Jochebed couldn’t think of anything but trying to save her newborn son. She kept him secretly at home until it was no longer possible and then comes up with a desperate plan. She’d make a basket and hide him during the day in the reeds by the river bank, and post Miriam, his older sister to guard it from a safe distance. What her thinking was we don’t know – given the edict to kill the boys we can only surmise that she hoped that if/when someone found him they’d take pity on him and take him home. Pretty much she’d rather give him away, alive, than see him killed.

Anyway, it’s none other than Pharaohs’ own daughter that finds him when she goes to bathe – was this part of Jochebed’s cunning plan? The Princess is struck with how beautiful Moses is and hearing his cries it seems that her maternal heart takes over and she takes pity on him. At which point resourceful, courageous Miriam springs into action – 2v7 ‘Would you like me to find him a nurse?’ and when Princess agrees goes and gets Jochebed, who is then paid by Pharaohs daughter to bring him up until he’s old enough to go to live in the place. 
Wonderful story and what we have is 4 ordinary women, each playing their part in the work and plans of God.
And what of Moses? Well we know little to nothing of his childhood but at some point his mother takes him to the palace as agreed where he grows up as a child of the princess – 2:10. 
The next we hear/see of him is him going out of the palace and being overcome with rage to see an Israelite being ill-treated by an Egyptian – who he killed and hid the body, hoping that no one has seen and the next day he realises this when he tries to break up a fight between to Israelites. ‘So will you kill us like you killed the Egyptian?’ – 2:14. Moses is horrified! If the Israelites know about it then it’s only a matter of time before the Palace does – and he runs for his life to the desert area of Midian where takes the work of a shepherd, settles down with his family for the next 40 years. Back in Egypt God’s people continue to cry out to the Lord for rescue
What do we learn from this slice of history and the people recorded for us?

a. God’s plan for the rescue of his people has a fragile beginning, almost as it were, hanging by a thread. Hinges on the courage of a few ordinary people to be willing to trust him and respect him more than the powers that be. 
Remind you of anything else? 
· How about the birth of Jesus – the great rescuer? A vulnerable baby, lying in a manger, cared for by a teenage mother whilst hunted by a despotic ruler? 

· What about the way the work of the church is committed to ordinary people (cp 1 Corinthians 1:26)

In all three cases God seems to take a huge risk in letting everything depend on such frail and fallible people – in the face of what appears to be overwhelming odds! But it’s always been the way and always will be. Rev 12 has the vision of the dragon poised over the pregnant woman to snatch the child when it’s born – it’s the picture of Satan and the work of God; but always, despite the worst intentions of the enemy to thwart God’s plans, our Lord always win through.
The Kingdom may start in small, almost insignificant ways, in a person, or place but like the mustard seed it will grow. And each of us has a part to play in that. We may be a church of 100 or so people, but all God asks for us is for us to do our bit, our little bit and he will protect, he will watch, he will work with his power to bring about his will. As we do our bit we can leave the outcome with him. 

As we work through this part of the story of God’s people we’ll see how at every stage there were setbacks, problems, fears and failures within and without. But we’ll see equally that at every stage God was in control, bringing his plan of rescue to completion. 
Tonight let us take Shiphrah and Puah, Jochebed, Miriam and Pharaoh's daughter as our examples and inspiration and play our part in bringing about the fulfilment of Gods great plan for planet earth.
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� 215 years – assuming that the 430 years started with Abraham as per Galatians 3:17 which times the giving of the law 430 yrs after the promise to Abraham. The persecuation etc wasn’t only that which climaxed in Egypt but included the ill treatment and mocking of the likes of Ishmael, Esua, etc. 





