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Sermon Title: The Making of a Leader (Pt 2)
Bible Reference: Exodus 3
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Exodus Ch 3 - 4

The Making of a Leader (Pt2)
Last week – Moses natural abilities and upbringing, all advantages but at the big 40 he’s  an on the run failure!

But God wasn’t finished and used all this as part of the shaping, developing and refining of Moses. Reminds me of Rom 8:28 - ‘In all things God works for the good of his people’. 

As we read Ch 3-7 we cannot help but notice how chronically insecure Moses had become. That failure of his first attempt to do something for his people really affected him big time – 40 years later he still suffers from chronic self doubt. That makes me feel a whole load better to be honest! It’s OK to read of ‘Can do’, strong people who nothing seems to daunt – but you know what? I’m not one of those people so what I see in Moses is a big help.
So what was it that happened that got Moses to Pharaoh? Answer - he met with God! That was the key thing; he met with God and spoke with God and heard from God and listened to God – this is what made the difference. And it’s what makes the difference with any of us. I want to look, for our encouragement and instruction at this series of interactions between Moses and God and see how God answers each of his objections. 
1. The answer to self doubt is confidence in God’s presence
3:10 – God says to Moses ‘I’m sending you to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt’. Moses response – ‘But who am I …’. God’s answer – v12 ‘don’t worry about who you are, I will be with you.’ But that doesn’t satisfy Moses ‘But what if the Israelites won’t listen to me, and want to know who sent me – who shall I say?’ v13. (Interesting that his first concern was Israel not Pharaoh!). ‘Tell them ‘I am’ sent you’ – v14. Other peoples ‘gods’ had names, but God just said ‘I am’ which carries the idea of ever present, always being, self existent one – this was Israelites God, the hitherto unnamed God of their forefathers. 
I think many times we can identify with Moses feelings here! Who am I? Not just in church ministry, but in any situation, work, home, community. ‘Who am I?’ The answer for us is the same as it was for Moses – it’s not about ‘who am I?’ but ‘Who’s am I?’ or ‘Who is my God?’. Truth is so often we see what we can’t do and forget what God can do, we live life thinking about our limitations and not our Gods abilities. We tend not to take God into account. Secret is to lift our eyes, stop looking at ourselves and the others and the difficulties but to look to God and remember who he is and what he can do. God is with you just as much as he was with Moses. Paul reminds us in Romans 8:31 that "If God is for us, who can be against us? God is with us. He's revealed himself to us in his Son Jesus Christ, and he's given us his Holy Spirit to be with at every moment. So we can respond to God's call with confidence.

But of course that isn't what happens in Moses' case is it? He has more objections to raise! 
2. The answer to Fear of rejection is confidence in God's Power

Bottom line in this is that Moses was afraid. Afraid of being rejected by the Israelites and fear of failure. ‘What if they don't believe me or won't listen to me?’ – 4:1. I suspect we probably all identify with this! 
God’s answer to this for Moses? He gives Moses the ability to perform real magic! Staff to snake and hand leprous- v3-7! These were demonstrations of God's power, intended to convince the people that God is indeed with him.
It's often hard isn't it, to speak to people about Jesus! One recent survey of under 50’s showed that 50% either don’t believe in God or just don’t know what they think (atheist or Agnostic). Wouldn't it be good if we could do some miracles like Moses did to convince people!? Even the disciples got to do some miracles when they first went out to preach the gospel - "They went out and preached that people should repent.  They drove out many demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them.’ Mark 6:12-13. There was a revelation of God's power as they preached the gospel. Easy to wistfully think it would be different if we did the same! Truth is it wouldn’t – eg, look at Jesus!!

But you know, the real power wasn't in the healing of illnesses or the casting out of demons, the real power of the gospel is that it changes people's lives. Rom 1:16 says ‘I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes’. It has you, and if it hasn’t it should have (because Jesus came to set prisoners free and release the oppressed) – and it will others. 
So if it feels like people are rejecting you, they are not, they are rejecting God. The power isn’t in you and your persuasion or whatever – it’s God. Answer to fear of rejection is to remember God’s power. Very closely related to the fear of failure is sense of inadequacy, which Moses also revealed/pleaded: 
3. The answer to sense of sense of inadequacy is confidence in God's help 
‘But Lord, you know I’m not good with words’ 4:10. Wow, how his confidence has plummeted since he was in Egypt as a young man and was ‘mighty in word and deed’. Now he felt he could hardly string two words together – how on earth could he convince Pharaoh to let the people go? 
God’s answer - 4:11 "Have you forgotten where the gift of speech comes from? Go, I'll help you speak. I'll teach you what to say." Moses didn't need to worry about whether he could convince Pharaoh. God would do the convincing. God would give him the words to say.
Sometimes it’s not simply ‘People won’t believe me’ but more ‘I don’t actually know what to say’ But that is to forget about God. Jesus promised his disciples that when called on to speak for him the Holy Spirit would give them the words to say (Luke 12:11-13). That promise is still the same. We make the mistake of thinking the effectiveness is in us and the way we says things, the persuasion we can bring – but it isn’t. The power is in the message, the gospel, and that’s all God needs. He’ll help you to say just enough for him to work with.  

But Moses still isn’t done ‘Please send someone else’ – 4v13. But God is getting cross now with Moses relentless excuses – v14! However, despite this he promises to give him Aaron to help him and speak for him when necessary – v14-15. Though if you read the story you’ll find that after a short while Moses didn’t actually need his brother! God is gracious and gives him a helper. We should remember that we’re not in this alone – we have others to help. 2 by 2 is a biblical pattern. And what one can’t do very well another can. AA ad: ‘I know a man who can’. But the point is, say what you can (even if it’s just an invite to hear someone else) and trust God to do the rest, saying nothing isn’t an option. 

There is a saying that’s popular among some ‘Preach the gospel, when necessary use words’. I understand the sentiments, but the gospel is a message, not simply a lifestyle and needs to be spoken. 
The point is that something needs to be done – and this is I think why God was getting cross now with Moses constant excuses and delaying tactics. No doubt they were genuine fears, but God had a work to do and he wanted Moses to do it. In all of Moses hesitations and fears God is very gracious and patient, but there comes a time when talking has to stop and action start. God had a work and he wanted Moses to help him with it.
So it is with us – God is understanding, but at the end of the day he isn’t happy if all we do is make excuses for not doing what he’s clearly said he wants us to do, however well meaning we are!

Moses bottom line problem was that he focused on himself and his limitations. God almost has to say ‘What about me?’ Here is the crux for us also – in whatever God calls us to do – whether its specific ministry, or talking to someone about our faith in everyday life, or simply in our daily walk with him and fight against sin and temptation, we must avoid looking at ourselves and our weaknesses or perceived limitations and look instead at God and what he can do, and trust his promised help to come through at the time we need it. This is the essence of the life of faith. In the end this is what Moses had to do!
May not be called to be a leader like Moses, but all called to live our lives fully for him, for his calling, not simply our agenda. He is the one who gives us our orders and ours is to trust and obey.

Prayer
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