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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 1st February 2015
Series name: A Walk Through Exodus
Sermon # in series: 4
Sermon Title: ‘Why, O Lord …?’
Bible Reference: Exodus 5
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Walk through Exodus
Ch 5 - ‘O Lord, why have you brought trouble’
New section – Ch 4:29 – Ch 7 recounts whole series of ups and downs for Moses

Initial success: 

· God sovereignly moves Aaron (4:27) to go to meet Moses in the desert as he makes his way home. So God is at work, speaking to both of them. Just another little confirmation of his involvement in all this, if Moses needed it. Watch out for the little confirmations of things in your life. Also, if two people get a leading about same thing it’s a good sign! So doesn’t hurt to ask someone to pray with for you, or to ask their advice. Even better when it happens like Aaron & Moses here!
· 4:31. The people believe him – though I suspect not straight away as he had to perform the signs God had given him.
· The response, 4:31, was all round belief and thanks and worship to God for hearing their prayers for rescue at last. 

· And so with all this Moses is bold as he goes to Pharaoh with the message – 5:1 “This is what the Lord says, the God of Israel says ‘Let my people go so they can hold a festival in the desert’”. 

· You get the feeling for the level of authority and abruptness with which he speaks that Moses expects it to happen straight away, as though the fact that he believes it and personally knows it’s a message from God will guarantee that everyone else will recognise this as well and all will go well. Not a doubt in his mind now that it will happen. Well he’s in for a surprise - 
Pharaoh’s rejection of Moses/God

· Pharaohs response ‘Who is the Lord, that I should obey him and let Israel go?’ There’s nothing in the passage that indicates that Moses was expecting this so
· Moses & Aaron respond with a bit of explanation and a mildly veiled threat, – ‘we need to go for a three day journey to offer sacrifices of he may strike us with the sword. …’ If you don’t let us go we’ll get punished  y God and you’ll lose productivity! 
· Pharaoh is having none of it and promptly orders the work load on the Israelites to be made even worse – bricks with no straw, but same productivity! The Israelite foreman act as good union officials and plead the unreasonableness but on finding no give from the Egyptians they turn on Moses – 5:21 ‘May the Lord judge you! You’ve made us a stench to pharaoh’ ‘This is all your fault!’
Moses is utterly devastated! ‘Why Oh Lord have you brought this trouble upon the people’ He just doesn’t understand it. He knows he’s been sent by God but cannot fathom why it’s gone so wrong, again. ‘You haven’t rescued your people at all’. Note there’s no hint of disbelief in God, just a bewilderment at the way he’s working.
‘WHY GOD?’!! It’s a question many have screamed down through history! And it’s not a bad question; nothing wrong with it at all – in fact it’s a good question, when asked with the right attitude.  If it’s genuine puzzlement at what God is doing then fine, no problem – it’s a really good question. But asked in an accusing, faithless way, a way that accuses God of getting it wrong- that’s wrong. But asking why he’s done/allowed something certainly isn’t!

Do we have any clues as to why? Well yes we do actually!

a. Possible that Moses partly brought this on himself

b. Moses had false expectations – selective listening!

c. Gods intention in this was bigger that Moses and anyone else realised

Let’s pick these apart:

a. Moses partly brought this on himself! Well look carefully at what God told him to do and say in 3:18 and cp it to what he actually did and said. (show 3:18 & 5:1 side by side on screen). 

i. Wrong delegation - No elders

ii. Wrong message/message - No mention of the Lord meeting with him; no mention (initially) of the three day journey for sacrifices – he made it sound as if they were just going to leave for good. Not the wisest of moves! Plus he compounds it by adding to God’s message by saying they (the I’s) would be punished by the Lord if they didn’t go! Where on earth did he get that from?!
iii. Wrong terminology – ‘Israel’ instead of ‘Hebrews’ (as Pharaoh knew them); he also neglects to say that God had met with him – which would have been accepted and actually given more weight to what he said. It was just the way it was done in those days, and he didn’t do it! No thought, no allowances in the way he spoke. Furthermore, 
iv. Wrong approach - ‘This is what the Lord says’ – was typical of a ‘Thus says the Lord’, non negotiable statement and would have been understood by Pharaoh as a direct threat; unnecessarily provocative! 
Together it’s a catalogue of mistakes on Moses part - probably because he saw it simply as a matter of just turning up and giving the message and Pharaoh would let them go. 

Sometimes we ask why God allows certain thing in our lives and if we were to stop and look at ourselves and our actions and our decisions we’d often see that the reason lies right there! Nothing to do with God but us not doing what we should or doing the right thing in the wrong way. A really honest self examination is a good thing. But there’s something else as well here - 

b. Moses had false expectations because he had selective hearing! He seems to have only heard the things he wanted to hear! Had he listened carefully he would have known what Pharaohs response would be, he’d have been prepared and would have prepared the rest of his people – look at 3:19 -20. For some reason he didn’t remember the bit about the reaction and pain that would be involved! The Lord had  never said going to be a walk in the park – and these words from the Lord should have prepared him for P’s reaction and moderated his frustration with God over what happened

Same for us in life – sometimes (note sometimes – not all the time) we as Gods children react as we do because we forget or have never understood Gods word and promises. We’re prone to hear what we want to hear and overlook the bits we don’t like – only then to get surprised/disappointed when things don’t work/turn out as we expect. 

This is so important to keep in our minds - nowhere does he promise ease and health and prosperity in life down here; in fact he actually says the opposite, and the trials we face are certain and are in fact geared to strengthen our faith, to prove it. 
1 Peter 4:12 Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if something strange (Gk –foreign) were happening to you. 
1 Peter 1:6-7 There is wonderful joy ahead, even though you must endure many trials for a little while.  These trials will show that your faith is genuine. It is being tested as fire tests and purifies gold—though your faith is far more precious than mere gold. So when your faith remains strong through many trials, it will bring you much praise and glory and honour on the day when Jesus Christ is revealed to the whole world. 
James 1:2-4 - Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way, consider it an opportunity for great joy. 3 For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow. 4 So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and complete, needing nothing. And then take Heb 12:7 – which speaks of trials being part of God’s parental purposes for us, and to not have them would be abnormal.

There is then in the Bible, OT & NT, always this thing that faith is tested, proven, developed and made stronger. Unproven faith is a weak thing and God will always, always test it in order to strengthen it. Let none of us then ever be surprised when things happen that test our faith. 
Nor should anyone ever suggest that these trials are easy (fiery trials don’t sound much like fun to me!) - but it’s always a good question to ask ‘Why?’, what is the Lord doing in this and may I have brought it on myself!

c. God’s plans were much bigger that Moses and anyone else realised. What was unfolding wasn’t simply a battle of wits and strength between Moses and Pharaoh, it wasn’t simply personal – as we’ll see as we go on this was ultimately about ‘God v Pharaoh’. In the events that followed God was going to show his utter and total supremacy over the gods of the Egyptians and show himself to be supreme. 

When facing trials and frustrations and difficulties is to remember that we’re part of a much greater whole, God’s plans are bigger than ours and sometimes short term trials make the way for greater, even more cosmic victories for God. More of this next time.
Pause. Prayer

Sing:
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