Page 3 of 4

[image: image1.png]&y WhittonbaptistChurch

Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 8th February 2015
Series name: ‘Breakthrough’
Sermon # in series: 4
Sermon Title: Everything is possible
Bible Reference: Philippians 4:13
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Breakthrough - #4
‘I can do everything through him who gives me strength’ – Philippians 4:13
Last in this little series in which God has been encouraging us to breakout of defeat and mediocrity and to breakthrough to enjoy the Life and Freedom he chose, called and rescued us for. Luke 4 – freedom for the captives and release for the oppressed! Jesus didn’t just come to save you from the consequences of sin at death, but to give you power for successful breakthrough living now!
2 sides to this statement of Paul:
· One of the most misquoted and misused verses of the Bible – need to deal with this

· But at the same time one of the most important and wonderful verses of the Bible and which we must not limit or diminish in any way
1. No, you can’t do ‘everything’!
Popular verse that chimes with the mantra so in vogue with children and young people today that you can do or be whatever you want if you believe it, if you put your mind to it, if you try hard enough and train hard enough. You can do it, nothing is impossible. It’s all about self esteem.
Say it enough and you can start to believe it – but truth is, and we all instinctively no it – it really doesn’t work! It’s just not true! It’s true that everyone is unique and special – that’s about the dignity of life, but it simply isn’t true that anyone can be or do anything they want.

Sadly this verse in the Bible has been taken to promote this mentality among Xians – taken to give a Christian gloss on self esteem and empowerment.  Show pictures of misuse! ‘I can do this, I can succeed, I can reach my goals, I can win this race, pass this exam, I can get that job, …’ because Jesus is with me and he’s promised to help me. All I have to do is believe and I can do it! 

Is that really what this verse is about? NO! Sure it says ‘I can do everything’ but does Paul really mean ‘everything’ as in absolutely ‘anything’? NO – that would be ludicrous and it would be a downright lie too! When he wrote this Paul was under house arrest! Did he choose that? No! Would he have liked to have changed it? I’m sure he would? Could he change it? No! So even a basic check tells us that Paul couldn’t do everything he wanted or achieve anything he wanted. It must then mean something different. 
The key is in the context, the verses immediately before - I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do everything through him who gives me strength’. The ‘everything’ is defined by that statement and really means ‘I can do all these things through Christ …’. Paul was not seeking to give an open manifesto for us simply to name and claim any dream we like and with enough faith we can achieve it.
In fact a closer inspection of the specific Greek words that Paul used help us even further. ‘Do’ is the Greek word ‘Is–khoo-o’ (‘I can be is-khoo-o through him who strengthens me’) and it literally means ‘strong’, ‘robust’, ‘sound of mind’, ‘have power’. Put the context and the exact words together and you see Paul is saying that in whatever situation, good or bad, high or low, I can be strong in mind and spirit’. So this isn’t about success but about keeping going. Which kind of redefines what ‘success’ is, because that is exactly what success is sometimes!
This is not then about ‘name it and claim it’ prosperity/triumphalist, self esteem – that’s just cruel teaching. That teaching is like those who encourage those with no singing talent to go to the X factor auditions! It’s cruel and unkind and untrue! You can do it – you can succeed people get told – but what when they fail? They end up doubting themselves and doubting God – and all because of faulty teaching on this verse.  So we need to have Bible realism and not unrealistic optimism! 
Yet, that’s only half the story! Because the verse still stands - ‘I can do everything through him who gives me strength’.
2. Yes, you can do everything!
Whatever we do we must not lessen the impact of ‘Everything’; in case you didn’t get it that was everything - nothing excluded, NOTHING! In whatever situation, in whatever circumstance, in whatever life or heaven or hell throws at you, you can do it. Please do not limit what God is saying here. Faith always thinks big, always thinks beyond the humanly possible, always looks for the impossible. Why? Because the power is not in you but in God. Paul’s secret was in Jesus – ‘through him who gives me strength’ or literally ‘Him who continually infuses me with strength’. 
So- can you do anything? No! Can you do anything God commands or asks? Yes! Can you break sin? Yes – it’s God’s will; can you resist temptation? Yes, it’s God’s will. Is it Gods will for you to change your circumstances? Maybe, maybe not – but if he doesn’t you can thrive in them - be they ongoing ill health, unequal relationship, relationship breakdown, unsatisfying job, no job, losing job, financial constraint, death in family, disappointing children, location or house situation you don’t like – you can thrive in any or all of those things through Jesus. This is what Paul says here.

Is it wrong to want things to change? No or course not. But those things or circumstances don’t have to be the walls that hinder you, they do not have to define you, they do not have to oppress you and subdue you and constantly limit you. And you know what? For many people this in itself would be a breakthrough! Breaking out of a frustrated and disappointed mindset; breaking free from regrets and ‘if onlys’, breaking free from living in the past and accepting things as they are and seeing them as a chance to serve the Lord and opportunity for him to further shape and use you. Accepting things as they are would just be such a relief and such a breakthrough. 

Can you know this? Yes you can! This wasn’t just for Paul and isn’t just for mature and wise and people of a certain character! This is for all God’s children young and old in the faith because the power that was at work in Paul is the same as that which is in you – it is the power of the H/S.

What’s God asking you to do? What cup has God given you to hold for him? You can do it. David was given Goliath to fight; Joshua was given a city to conquer, Daniel was given a Lion’s den to face, some of the hero’s in Heb 11 were given torture and homelessness and beatings to endure. They all succeeded and were faithful to the end. How? Through God’s strength. ‘What shall separate us from the love of Christ? Trouble? Hardship?, persecution? Famine? Nakedness (destitution)? Danger? Sword? No, in all these things we are More than conquerors – through him who loved us! Romans 8:35-36. 
So step out in faith in Jesus and discover what his strength is like. Face up to the wall in Jesus name, go out to the giant, in Jesus name and watch it crumble or fall.

Francis Chan - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9lC3DjID-GU 
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