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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Series name: A Walk Through Exodus
Sermon # in series: 5
Sermon Title: ‘Who is the Lord, that I should obey him?’
Bible Reference: Exodus 6
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
A Walk Through Exodus - #5 

‘Who is The LORD that I should obey him?’ - Exodus 6
For the last couple of weeks our focus has been on Moses, his development as a man and a leader and last week especially his sense of bewilderment at what was happening and the apparent repeated failures that seemed to follow him.

In our passage this week the focus shifts decisively from Moses to God. We begin to see that all that’s gone before, however hard and tough has been leading up to, preparatory for, the events about to unfold.

V1 contains one of the big hinges in the book, a verse on which things shift. ‘Then the Lord said to Moses, “Now you will see what I can do …”. I get the feeling it’s a bit like God is saying ‘OK, Moses, now watch what I can do! You’ve done your bit, and I appreciate it’s been tough for you and the Israelites, but now this is where the real show starts because this is where I show Pharaoh what power really is! This is where I get to show just how great I am, where I start to unleash my glory in a God ignoring, sin darkened world.
What comes then is a new revelation of God, his character and power – first to Moses and then of course to Pharaoh. To Moses God speaks and enlarges his understanding – to Moses it’s a revelation of power and might and authority that makes the hitherto ‘almighty’, all powerful, all authoritative Pharaoh seem as powerful and significant as an ant in comparison. Ants are power creatures – look at these leaf cutter ants. They can carry a piece up to 50X their own body weight, which is like one of us carrying a medium size van! But as an ant is dwarfed by a human, so the greatest human is dwarfed by the might of God – and Pharaoh is about to find that out! 
V2 - I am ‘The LORD’ – this is a new name, a new revelation. V3 ‘I appeared to Abraham, Isaac & Jacob as God Almighty, but not as ‘The LORD’. We need to stop, to pause for a while here to consider the significance of this. 
Until this point God has been almost exclusively known only as ‘God Almighty’ (v3). This was the name by which he’d identified himself. It’s the name ‘El Shaddai’– which means ‘enough’. This God was the God of enough, the one who is sufficient enough for all human inadequacies. This was what he called himself when he spoke first to childless Abraham – Gen 17:1 and promised him descendants like the sand of the seashore. He and Sarah couldn’t have children – but they had God and He was enough- so when Sarah was 90 God opened her womb and she bore a child! This was how he became known, this was the God the founding Fathers knew and trusted and worshipped. Thus we see when Jacob had to very reluctantly let his children return to Egypt for food he commended them to ‘El Shaddai’ to protect them – 43:14. They were helpfulness, vulnerable and as far as they knew the authorities in Egypt would be hostile – Jacobs hope and faith was on El Shaddai, the God of enough/sufficient – and so he proved to be.

This was their God, this was how they knew him and what they knew of him – simply that he was enough for them! 
· And what a great revelation and understanding! I wonder, is your God enough? Do you understand him in this way? Are you able to rest and trust him alone or do you still find yourself needing other things to support you? Truth is, the God of Ab, Is and Jac is your God and if you are a Christian he IS enough! He can and will do anything and everything you need for you! What hope and comfort is in this name and characteristic.

But it’s about to go to another level. No longer just ‘El Shaddai’, but now he’s going to reveal himself as ‘The LORD’. El Shaddai says he is also ‘The Lord’ which is our translation of ‘Jehovah’ (Yahweh) – v3. 

And who is Yahweh/Jehovah? – Well he reveals several wonderful things about himself in these verses that take him way beyond just El-Shaddai. He’s going to reveal a series of hitherto unseen, unknown parts of his character. He’s about to reveal that he is the one who calls people in grace, (not just graciously as in gentle, but as an act of grace – undeserved favour); and who brings deliverance to those he’s chosen and called; can be trusted,  the one who is faithful, the one who feels and has empathy with his people. 

So let’s read v4-8 again – and look out for those things. 
THE key factor in these verses is that he had made a covenant/agreement with Abraham, and all his descendants, to give them as their own the land that they were then living in. That ‘covenant’ (V4)  was the driving force of all that follows. 

‘Covenant’. In those days a covenant always required agreement of two parties – but God says ‘I made the covenant with you’ to do you good. This was unilateral, one sided. He said he would give them this gift; what do you call this sort of act of undeserved kindness? Its Grace isn’t it! Here is God revealing that he’s a gracious God and it’s what we see throughout the scriptures and coming to full flower in the NT with Jesus and the way of salvation though the cross. It’s all grace. He chooses, he calls, he rescues, he keeps. This God is our God, still the same. 

But doesn’t he ever forget? No – read on! V6 ‘Therefore say to the Israelites …’ It’s because of the covenant he’s made that he is now going to bring them out of Egypt and in doing so this people and those who witness these events will know just who he is – He is the Lord, the one who keeps his word, who doesn’t forget his people, the one feels for his people (v5 – groaning), the one able to save to the uttermost.  This is what he’s like!
7x in v6-8 ‘I Will’

And this is your God too! He hasn’t changed and won’t change and can’t change. However black things may look, however much it looks like God has forgotten you – you can be sure he hasn’t; he is the God you can trust; the time will come when he’ll move to take you out of the situation, the trial, the difficulty – you will not stay in that place forever; you cannot, because God has chosen you and called you and rescued you. You are his chosen one and he has made a covenant with you. He will rescue you from the pain and suffering of this life, he will save you and take you to the promised land of glory.
Let me just move to conclusion: Perhaps we could predict what would happen when Moses goes back to his people - V9! They are beyond listening to Moses – but God’s mind is made up and now he’s not going to be stopped by anything.
It doesn’t get easier for Moses and we that even now he’s struggling with the assignment given to him by The Lord - v12 & v30! But somewhere in the beginning of Ch 7 something clicks within Moses. Those first verses (read them) tell us another conversation God has with Moses and it’s like God lets him into the bigger picture – that however hard this is for him it wasn’t actually about Moses and what he wants and what he feels comfortable with – it was all about God and his wants and his plans. 
It’s the same with us! We must be careful not to argue with God, but try hard to remember it’s all about him and his purposes and that he’s graciously called us to play a part with him in his cosmic plans. For you your little part may be to stay faithful and loyal and be a good witness for him in your group of friends and associates. May be no other Christians – it’s all down to you! May not seem big in the big cosmic scheme of things, but it’s critical for those people who have an eternal soul! 
Something God says clicks in Moses mind and so finally in 7:6 we read that at last ‘Moses and Aaron did just as the Lord commanded’!
Out of the trauma, frustration, disappointment of all the difficult events emerges the beautiful butterfly of the new Moses! Don’t miss these crucial words - Moses and Aaron did just as the Lord commanded, and it was like ‘let battle commence’ , the battle not between God and Moses but Jehovah and Pharaoh and all the powers/gods of Egypt. Who is the greater? 
Our God is ‘The LORD’ – who in grace chose you, called you, rescued you, is faithful to you.
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