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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Blessed are the Desperate! – Mark 2:1-12

Desperate people do desperate things! This story is included because of what it says about Jesus. It is the way that Jesus treats this man, and more specifically what he says to him, and his friends that is so remarkable. 

But before we come to Jesus we need to set a little context.

1. Let’s think about this Paralysed Man and what life would have been like for him. Don’t know if he’d always been like this or had some kind of accident 

Take suggestions: 

Couldn’t walk; couldn’t join in, left by himself; lonely; afraid - possibly; poor – definitely. Embarrassed – no disabled loos/wheel chairs, etc in those days! He probably felt a burden to people.

That’s not much of a life is it! Pretty desperate situation – helpless and hopeless. But he had one redeeming factor that probably made life a little bearable for him -  

2. He had a very good group of friends. (v3 suggests there were more than just the 4 that carried him). These were desperate men too – desperate to help their friend and went to great lengths to help him. Oh for friends like that! 

· For a few days, maybe weeks, rumours of a man doing some extraordinary things had started to circulate around the little villages and homesteads in the Galilee area. The name on everyone’s lips was Jesus. Word was that he was healing and curing people of all sorts of conditions – physical, mental, emotional, the lot. Most latterly it was reported that he’d actually touched and healed a man with leprosy. Leprosy was a killer disease and highly, highly contagious – the ebola of the day. No one went near a leper – sufferers were given a little bell to ring! But this cut no bones with Jesus. This leper had the courage (maybe borne of desperation also) to ask Jesus to help him, and his condition just melted Jesus heart. Jesus stopped for him, actually touched him and with a word he was instantly made well. Skin restored, and probably fingers, toes re-grown – there was no doubt about what had happened, and though Jesus had told him to keep quiet about what he’d done the man was not for keeping it quiet! His life had in an instant been transformed, he’d been set free, he’d got his life back. Jesus had done the impossible.

Now, when you hear that sort of news and have a seriously incapacitated friend what do you do? You just hope for a chance that the man Jesus might do the same for them!  

Thus imagine their excitement when they learn that Jesus had come to their little homestead village! They had to take their friend and get him to Jesus – they just felt sure that what he’d done for others he could do for him.

But there was a problem – when they get to the house where Jesus was it was jammed packed to the rafters! No amount of pushing and shoving and ‘excuse me’ing’ worked – but Jesus was in there! They couldn’t be beaten, they had to get their friend to him because they knew he could make him well.

Time for Plan B! Quick conflab and someone comes up with the idea of the roof! Desperate times call for desperate measures – they had to get him to Jesus. (Pictures of house and ceiling) But what about the mess and disruption, the owner – what would they say to him! This could lead to a huge lot of trouble and expense – but this was their friend they were talking about – and it was Jesus in the house, his only hope. So convinced were they of it that any plan seemed better than none – so up to the roof and bit by bit they broken open the mud and clay roof. 

Describe the scene in the room below: scratching and pulling and debris starting to fall, Jesus hesitating, hole appearing, faces peering hopefully down. Then the makeshift hammock bed is manhandled through the rafters, ending up right in front of Jesus, and on it lays the paralysed man. 
3. Now then the focus turns to Jesus.
But here’s a thing – Jesus doesn’t actually give that man his attention, but looks first at the faces of his friends peering down through the hole. We don’t know what was said, if anything – but Jesus knew what they wanted! It was obvious! And what was equally obvious was the very great lengths to which these men had gone, the very great risks and cost they were prepared to pay to get their friend to the feet of Jesus. This all showed a very great love for the man, but equally and more so an amazing amount of believe that Jesus would actually help their friend. Why else would someone go to such lengths and risk so much? 
What have you done for a friend recently? How much have you risked to get them to Jesus? Friends, note this – it was their faith that caught Jesus attention! These men were serious in their confidence in him and he would not let them down. Because of them Jesus acted to help the paralysed man, and so, lowering his gaze back to the man on the mat he addresses him. And what would you expect him to say? But what did he say! ‘Son, your sins are forgiven’! 
There’s an audible gasp heard in the room. ‘No – that’s not right!’ That’s not what he’s meant to say – that’s not the plan! The guy is paralysed and you talk to him about sins! Have you no heart Jesus?  

But Jesus knew you see that this was his greatest need – Mistake that many make and are surprised by Jesus/church talk of sin. They want health or relationships, or bereavement or finance support. All understandable, but the one to fix them is Jesus and he’ll do that but first and foremost he knows that sin is the biggest problem! For certain, the paralysed man’s life was transformed by the healing, but what if he’d been healed but not had sins forgiven? What benefit if gain whole world yet lose soul! Better to get to heaven paralysed than be able bodied and miss it! 

But there was another reason for the gasp and muttering - Jesus could see in the eyes of the religious teachers just what they were thinking – v7! These teachers weren’t at all fussed that Jesus had not healed the man on the mat – they were incensed, their blood was boiling that Jesus had the audacity to say to the man that his sins were forgiven. They knew, everyone knew, even the children knew, that only God can forgive sins! It was unthinkable for a mere man to dare to presume to pronounce a man forgiven!

And that was the point! They were right of course, absolutely right! Only God can do that! Not a priest, no teacher, no prophet. But Jesus presumes to give those words of absolution and to prove he has the right he says quite openly ‘So that you know and are in no doubts that I have the right and authority to forgive sins … - and then he turns his gaze back to the man on the mat – ‘get up, take up your mat and go home’ And he did! Just like that! (I love the little note that he picked his mat up!).

This simply couldn’t be argued with; they might not have liked it but they couldn’t argue. Others were left open mouthed ‘we’ve never seen anything like this’.

It was that simple – and so it is for you! You may be here hoping for Jesus to help with some problem, to give some healing, some strength, some …, whatever. But your greatest need is your sin to be forgiven. It’s this that keeps you from God, this that keeps you back, this that makes life so much worse.  You may know this and be trying hard to overcome it or cover it up or outweigh it. Augustus Toplady – long dead, but wrote a song called rock of ages in which he talked about having sins forgiven. This is how he put it - Not the labours of my hands, Can fulfil Thy law's demands; Could my zeal no respite know, Could my tears for ever flow,  All for sin could not atone; Thou must save and Thou alone.
It’s time to stop trying and hoping; time to trust Jesus - he has the authority to forgive your sins, and he’s very willing – ready and waiting! Why not ask him today? 
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