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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 1st March 2015
Series name: A Walk Through Exodus
Sermon # in series: 6
Sermon Title: Rescue Through Judgement
Bible Reference: Exodus 7-10
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
A walk through Exodus # 6

The God who Rescues through Judgement: Ch 7:17 – 10:29

In all the scriptures we learn about God. Everything is about him in one form or another. The Bible as a book is God’s revelation to lead us to him, to teach us about him. Along the way we learn all sorts of helpful and interesting things about life lived his way and how it always works better, but the big picture is always God!

So we can say that Exodus isn’t really about the Israelites – it’s about God. Three big sections - ‘Saved; Separated, Sanctified’. But why? It’s the story of how God saved, how God separated and how God sanctifies. It’s always about God!

In first 6 chaps God has revealed himself as the God who is not only enough (El Shaddai) but who is also ‘Jehovah’, ‘The LORD’ (Yahweh). He’s not just enough, he’s far more, he’s a God of grace – who gives favour to those who don’t deserve it. We see this in the way he chose them and called Abraham and unilaterally made a Covenant with him and his descendants. And because of the covenant he made with Ab he cannot ignore them when their cry out to him for help. Because of the covenant (Not because they were better or anything) he will act on behalf of his people. He will rescue them, and in the process he will also judge the unbelievers and God mockers. In fact, he’s going to rescue his people through judgement – thus he’ll kill two birds with one stone. So in all this we’re discovering that despite appearances God is a faithful God, who always keeps his word. 
One of the key verses is perhaps Exodus 7:17 – ‘By this you will know that I am the Lord’. Pharaoh has defied Jehovah, now Jehovah will show him his greatness; and not only him but the nations around; and not only them but equally as important his own people the Israelites (6:7 and 10:2). This is really important because what they are about to witness of God working on their behalf should leave them in no doubt as to his commitment, his love and his power towards them. 
· For those of you that like to see order you may like to know that the plagues are grouped in 3 groups of 3, with one great climactic one. First of each group has Moses giving a warning to Pharaoh in the morning – he has a chance to think and change his mind each time; 2nd of each group he’s told it’s going to happen, and it does, there and then – no chance for Pharaoh to consider it; last of each group, no warning – it just happens.
· Some suppose that these plaques are only natural phenomena, nothing supernatural happening here. Well they may be natural things with a natural explanation, but what cannot be explained is the way they started and finished. Each time they started and finished at God command. No natural or not they were supernatural! God was clearly controlling nature to speak and execute his judgements.
So the first group are 
1. Nile to blood – 7:14. Nile was the life blood of Egypt; it’s annual flood left deposits that fertilised the plains and made them so productive. As a result it was worshipped as a God. In striking the Nile Jehovah showed he is supreme over Hapi, the Egyptian God of life and vitality. What about the fact that the magicians seem to have done the same things? Upshot was that P was just even more convinced in his defiance.

2. Frogs – 8:2. The Egyptian God of fertility, and especially childbirth happened to be a Frog! Point being that the God of the Hebrews controlled the God of the Egyptians! For the first time P seems to soften for a while - 8:8, only to change his mind when the frogs disappeared after Moses prayed, v14.
3. Gnats/lice/mozzies - 8:18. For first time magicians couldn't copy it, and they warn Pharaoh that this really is the hand of Jehovah, or ‘an act of judgement’ (which is what they meant by ‘the finger of God’). They seem to be getting it now – but P wouldn't listen.
Second group: Things step up a gear now
4. Flies - v20. Flies aren’t, on the face of it such a big deal, for the first time a distinction was made between Egyptians and The Israelites – 8:22! Again P agreed to let them go and sacrifice – but in the land 8:25. He’s still trying to negotiate with God! (Believers can be like this too! But half hearted obedience is never enough, it will always fail after a while – as it did with P when things changed for the better. ½ heart is no good – we’re called to love with all heart, soul, mind …. Luke warm, half hearted actually makes God sick! Rev 3 – Laodicea) 
5. Disease on livestock – 9:1. Maybe doesn’t seem very much, but actually this may have been toughest yet for Egyptians. 1st - another major Egyptian God, Hathor was a cow, goddess of fertility. This is the 3rd major deity downed by Jehovah! Spiritually then it was significant. 2nd - this plague also hit them where it hurt most - their pockets! Breeding stock lost, take years to build up again. Transport, fuel, food – it really hit at the heart of the economy. Cows often more important than cash in that sort of economy – still is in some parts of world. And what made it worse was ‘that lot in Goshen’ were not affected.  P’s response? Amazingly it simply caused him to harden his heart even more! Perverseness of sin!
6. Boils - 9:8. No warning and this was the first plague to directly affect the health of the people. See how things are racking up in intensity? Soot from a furnace (brickmaking?), thrown into air and boils break out all over country. Not only was this extremely painful, but skin infections also a sign of spiritual impurity – and again a distinction is made between the Egyptianms and the I’s in Goshen. One lot clean, the other impure! This time (first time) God hardened Pharaoh's heart - v12. By willingly refusing to listen before P now finds himself in a place where he cannot even if he wanted to! That’s a terrible, terrible place to be in – and where people who constantly refuse to listen to God’s voice and receive him can find themselves. Oh how we need to pray for such.
Third group:

7. Hail - 9:13. The plagues now reach their climax in both intensity and irreversibility. The land is about to be utterly, utterly devastated and in so doing another god will fall  before Jehovah! ‘Seth’ was the Egyptian god of weather and storms but Jehovah shows who’s truly The LORD! Because things are reaching the end game these final plagues only come after a lengthy warning – 9:13-20, and are mixed with a message of grace – ‘things could actually have been a lot worse v15, and I’m giving you warning so you can get the remaining animals and workers indoors’ - v18-19. Some of the Pharaohs men had by now come to realise this Jehovah wasn’t to be messed with and did what was said. What followed was an utterly devastating storm - v23-24, and only place exempt was again Goshen! Pharaoh's response is one of apparent contrition - 'I'm wrong, I've sinned, God is right. You can go.' 9:27-28. But again as soon as the storm passed he changed his mind - 9:35. Oh how sad that this, but again so common with people. 
8. Locusts: These finished off what the hail had left, and as the conclusion is reached God gives a reminder that none of this was arbitrary. Note again  10:2! These are happening so you can tell your children and grandchildren. I want them to know just who their God is, who is on their side, etc so they know they can trust me. Isn’t it good to know this God is on your side! Look also at the response of Pharaohs officials to Moses warning of the next plague - 10:7 'How long will this man be a snare to us? Let them go! Don't you realise that Egypt is already ruined?'. Pharaoh seems to listen - v8, and offers a half way house, v10, ‘Let the men go but not the women’ (a sure way to make sure the men come back!). Not acceptable so plague came. Pharaoh again agrees to let them go -10v16-17. But for a second time the Lord hardens his heart so he changes his mind - 10:20. The deal with this is that God is utterly supreme – he will have his way and no one can get in the way, even if they want to. The mighty Pharaoh is like a rag doll in God’s hands. 
9. Darkness, 10v21-22, falls with no warning. In the darkness P summonses M and tells him to take the people and go, but they must leave the cattle, etc behind - v24. Moses explained why this was not possible (sacrifices and they didn’t know until they got out which ones they'd use, so they'd all have to go!). But for 3rd time God hardened P's heart - v27. 'Get out and don't come back. If I see you again you will die!'. ‘OK’ said Moses – ‘then that’s the way it will be’! End game!
What do we learn?

a. All this happened because God loved his covenant people and he would have his way for them and nothing would stop that! Wonderful!
b. Also happened because Pharaoh was proud, thought too much of himself and too little of The LORD! We should regularly examine our hearts to see if there are things that we set up as more important than The Lord. Idols if you like. Need to be in control? Some relationship? Some brooding resentment or some hurt inflicted that we will not let go? Maybe some sin you want to hold onto? Some possession or position that governs and dictates to all else? If you are Gods child then do you really think he’ll let continue? Best soften your heart and yield that thing to him. 
c. Also happened because God would not share his glory with another! God’s ultimate design for his people was for him to become known in the nations. Everything, everything was driven by this. Everything is about Him, not us – however much he may love us, it’s not about us, it’s about him. 

d. Brokenness is the starting point – even for Pharaoh! So often we try to be strong, when really we just need to acknowledge our weakness and so start to let him heal and/or strengthen.
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