Page 2 of 4

[image: image1.png]&y WhittonbaptistChurch

Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 8th March 2015
Series name: A Walk Through Exodus’
Sermon # in series: 7
Sermon Title ‘Be Ready’
Bible Reference: Exodus 12
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
A Walk through Exodus – Ch’s 11-12

‘Be Ready’ 

(The Death of the 1st born and the Passover)
We’re in this battle between God and Pharaoh – though it’s not really much of a battle because God could clean P out any time he wanted – remember 9:15? ‘By now I could have stretched out my hand and struck you and your people with a plague that would have wiped you off the earth’. The only reason he didn’t was that by playing this out this way He made it abundantly clear a) that he really was supreme over every earthly and human power, b) that the other ‘God’s’ were really no God’s at all, and crucially c) that there was a distinction between his people and the rest. It’s a fearful thing to be on the wrong side of this God. One day we’ll all appear before him and give account. Will be no arguing or special pleading then. 

So we come tonight to the final and climactic plague – the death of the first born, which results in a final distinction between the Israelites and the Egyptians and of course the Israelites not just escape, but expulsion from Egypt. 

Now many off you will already know that Gods rescue of the Israelites from Egypt is great picture of his rescue of us from sin. This is certainly how the NT sees it – 1 Cor 5:7 says ‘Get rid of the old yeast, so that you may be a new unleavened batch—as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.’ That’s enough to tell us that we should see something more than mere history here, this is a pattern, picture of Gods redemptive work and the Passover points forward to Jesus. We’ll make the connections as we go through.

Just a brief comment on the plague itself – God has been accused of being unfair and unjust in this apparent wanton killing of innocent people. But is this all it was? Was he just killing people to make a point? No – it certainly made a point, but it was also an act of justice, payback for the merciless way the Israelites had been treated and especially for the killing of the innocent Israelite babies. God is a God of justice – we should not shrink back from this, but actually be thankful that throughout the Bible we see that in God’s world right finally wins and wrongs get justice – climaxing or course at the judgement seat of Christ when he returns. It’s why we can ultimately leave things with him, knowing that however it may appear down here wrong doers, evil people will get judged. ‘It is appointed for men once to die and after that the judgement’
1. Let’s understand first that this rescue was a new beginning for Israel – 12:2. So significant the whole calendar changed to reflect it, and the feast of the Passover became an annual national act of remembrance. This was the beginning of the rest of their lives. Everything changed that day, and would continue to change for them in the days to come. So it is with us when we get saved. Not just a new leaf turned over – day of our salvation is a new beginning, we’re not the same afterwards, everything changes – so should not, cannot carry on as before if really saved. (That’s what we’ll see when they get to Sinai, God will show them how he expects them to live as his people). Point just to note is that after He saves us we are no longer our own – we should change and be changing, bit by bit – we’ve been set free!

2. Let me just draw your attention also to the fact that the I’s left Egypt laden down with Plunder – 11:2 & 12:35. There is perhaps an unrecognised irony in this – Pharaoh’s initial decision to enslave the Israelites was based on the fact that they might join forces with others in a military uprising against him. The result would have been that they would have plundered the land! What happens at the end of God’s dealing with him? They leave with the spoils of battle and there hasn’t even been a battle! 
Yet there had hadn’t there – a battle between God and Pharaoh. All the Israelites had had to do was trust God, wait for him be ready – ready to act on his promise.

And this brings us to what I want to say about the Passover tonight: 

It was God that told them what to do – take the yr old lamb or goat, on 10th day and kill it on the 14th day. Daub the blood on the door frame, roast and eat the meat and then stay in the house until the next morning. They were to eat this fully dressed, coats and shoes on, walking sticks in hand - they were to be ready to go, they were to eat and spend the night expecting God to do something – 12:11. 

Have you ever stopped to think what an act of faith this was? What was to say that things were about to change? Pharaoh had resolutely resisted everything God had thrown at him; Moses didn’t have a great success rate did he? And yet what we find here is that at God’s command and under Moses instructions, they were to get ready! They were to be ready to leave the moment the word came from the leaders of Egypt. 
The Israelites didn't contribute to their rescue by being ready. God won the victory by his own power alone. But if they hadn't been ready, or if they hadn't bothered to put the blood on their door frames they would have failed to benefit from that victory wouldn't they? 

And the same is true of us. I want to take you back to 1 Cor 5:7 where the Lord reveals in his word that Jesus is our Passover lamb and draw the parallels between our experience and the I’s experience.

Jesus died on the night of the Passover precisely because he was the true Passover lamb, killed to take our place, so we could be rescued from slavery. Not slavery to a secular king, but slavery to sin, Romans 6:17. Unable to break free, unable to pay of our debt to the Law. But just like for the I’s God comes and acts for us. Jesus describes it like this in Mark 3:27 ‘Who is powerful enough to enter the house of a strong man like Satan and plunder his goods? Only someone even stronger—someone who could tie him up and then plunder his house’. Jesus is that man; he came, he rescued those in Satan's hold.  
And what part do we play in this rescue? Exactly the same as the Israelites did all those years before as they sat in Egypt – nothing other than to be ready! Nothing other than to exercise faith and trust in what God would do/has done. All we have to do is believe that God will keep his promise – that’s the essence of it really. That’s what Abraham did, and it was credited to him as righteousness; it’s what the Israelites did here and it’s what we have to do. It’s sometimes wondered how people were saved in the OT, before Jesus, was it somehow different? No, all saved by believing and relying on the promises of God. 
There is another aspect to all this as well. They spend that night in an attitude of readiness that God was about to do something. They ate, not with their slippers and dressing gown on ready to go to bed, but with their shoes and coat on ready to go, ready for action, ready/expecting for God to move. 
Bible says that not only are we saved by faith, looking back at what God has done, but we are to live by faith. Romans 1:17 & 2 Cor 5:7 both speak about living by faith. That means faith in something past, but faith in God now, trusting him, expecting him to speak, act, guide in our lives. Furthermore Paul often speaks of the Xian life as a ‘race’ which requires this idea of not relaxing, but ‘girding our loins’ as the old translations put it. Being ready for action – or as Bible many places puts it ‘be alert’. Perhaps best place is Hebrews 12:1 which says ‘let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that entangles and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us’. 
Like the Israelites, we’re not called to gird up our minds, be ready, run the race, etc, in order to earn a prize, but because we believe God’s promise that he has and will save us, because we believe we’re going to heaven and we want to be ready for all he has for us. Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready. Rev 19:7.
So I want to finish with this challenge tonight – (assuming that you are trusting Jesus for your salvation, as your Passover Lamb) - if you knew God was going to act or was going to call you home tonight is there anything you would change? Are you living in a state of readiness for what God may say? Are you in your coat and shoes or dressing gown and slippers spiritually? Are you living by faith, ready for action? Would the knowledge that God was about to act change anything about your lifestyle, habits, attitudes? If Jesus was coming tonight, what would you throw off and what would you put on, metaphorically speaking, in your life?

Last thought to leave with you - he sees them anyway! He doesn’t need to come to know them. If you’d be ashamed if he came then remember he is already here and living in you! 
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