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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 15th March 2015
Series name: N/A
Sermon # in series: N/A
Sermon Title: Mary of Bethany
Bible Reference: Luke 10:38-40; John 11:4-5 & Matt 26:6-12; 
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Mary of Bethany
I love Mary and Martha! The dynamics in that family are fascinating with two very different characters, and a brother thrown in as well - probably needed to keep the peace! These two were very special friends of Jesus and on this day when we celebrate and give thanks for the ladies in our lives I want to have another look at them – especially Mary and remind ourselves of some of the important spiritual lessons we can learn from them (regardless of whether we’re man or woman!) 
Three times we encounter them in the Bible – the first in Luke 10 , where, as we look at Mary we see that
1. Mary chose the better option – to listen to Jesus - Luke 10:38-42

In this little incident the differences in the characters of these two woman is in full view; Jesus has dropped by, I suspect unexpectedly, and Martha welcomes him in. She’s glad to see him and it’s a delight to have him. She soon busies herself getting some food prepared – no small things because he’s probably got at least some of the disciples with him. As the smell of fresh cooking starts to fill the house Jesus sits down and starts to talk and teach those in the house – one of which is sister Mary. As she sits listening intently to Jesus, soaking up his every word she seems oblivious to the work her sister is putting in, and Martha’s increasing levels of frustration that she’s been left to do the work alone. I imagine Martha looking in trying to catch Mary’s eye ….! Finally it’s too much for Martha and she can’t contain her frustration any longer. Not only is she cross with her sister, but also Jesus for letting her just sit there – 10:40. ‘Don’t you care …! Tell her to help me’ .

Jesus response is beautifully instructive - “My dear Martha, you are worried and upset over all these details! 42 There is only one thing worth being concerned about. Mary has discovered it, and it will not be taken away from her.” Luke 10:41. Gentle, loving; didn’t tell Martha off, or even say that she was doing anything wrong – but pointed out that there were actually more important things than the the food and domestic arrangements. Those things he said were distracting her and taking her away from the most important thing – the listening and learning from Jesus himself. Both were focused on Jesus, but Mary had chosen to learn from him, to open up her heart and mind to him and to store up his words. 

How like Martha many of us can be! Devoted to Jesus – but actually more concerned for all the practicalities than Him personally. Can be so busy being busy that we don’t actually sit down for very long to listen to him. Nothing wrong with doing things – but the best and most important is time for Jesus. This is not just what’s good for us but it’s what he himself wants. It’s not just our service but our friendship, our hearts, our company. Not just servants but friends and brothers and sisters. 
Over the months and years Jesus friendship with the family in Bethany deepened, and so when Lazarus the brother fell seriously ill it was natural for them to get word to Jesus and to solicit his help.

2. Mary Experiences Jesus comfort – John 11:1-6
When Jesus gets the news he waited where he was a little while. Mean while, M&M are also waiting, expecting Jesus to arrive and help at any moment. But he doesn’t and finally their waiting turned to wailing as Laz slipped out of this life. 

Waiting for God is so hard! Maybe like these two ladies you are experiencing disappointment and heartache and wondering why God doesn’t do something. This incident tells us that if God has delayed it’s for a reason and he has something better in mind. Imagine that if you knew what God was doing, if you could see now the good that would come out of your situation – would you find it easier to wait? I reckon so! Faith says Philip Yancey - believes ahead of time what can only be seen by looking back.  

Finally Mary hears that Jesus has come and wants to see her. Heartbroken she pours out her heart to Jesus – you can feel the sense of both faith and disappointment as she says to him ‘If you were here he wouldn’t have died’. Don’t miss Jesus reaction to her grief – he is deeply moved and when he gets to the tomb he breaks down in tears. Huge, gut-wrenching sobs as tears streamed down his face. Jesus shared in Mary’s sorrow.

Let us never think that he is untouched by what we experience. He feels for you and longs for you to come to him for help and comfort. Heb 4:14-16. Have you been hesitant in bringing your pain to Jesus? Have you brought your aching heart to him? He really cares and will give you what you most need if you’ll go to him and ask. 
Mary unburdened her heart and experienced Jesus empathy & comfort. Before long the shadows had turned to a new day and Jesus put things right and brings Laz to life again. May not always do something that dramatic or even that quickly for us, but he will help and he will comfort – and certainly when he comes again he will put all things right for you. But you need to trust him!

The 3rd occasion we see Mary is at  meal held in Jesus honour. We read about this in Matt 26:6-13 

3. Mary Chose to Worship Jesus 

At the meal Martha worships again by serving, whilst Mary again is more devotional and her actions show a deeper understanding and awareness than perhaps anyone else present. She brings in a very costly perfume and pours it ALL on Jesus, then, as if that wasn’t enough she did what no self respecting woman would do, she let down her hair, and proceeded to wipe Jesus feet with it. This was costly – financially, relationally (dowry), and socially (misunderstood). In this act she publically declared her love, admiration and commitment to him. Ashamed? Not a bit. Self conscious? No he was worth it.

We’re all different – some like Martha, and largely show love/appreciation by serving. That’s fine – as long as we don’t neglect the even more important part! Mary’s more sensitive watching and listening meant that she was able to understand more about Jesus and his ways than others. Whilst the disciples argued about position and Martha diligently served Mary correctly read the signs that the end was near for him, there wasn’t much time left, his death was fast approaching and her actions are commended by Jesus. That’s the danger of business!
So Jesus refuses to let her be criticised and commends her, saying that she did a beautiful thing, and she did what she could! He at least appreciated her actions – and isn’t that really what it’s all about? Our worship isn’t about us and what we like and what we think and what makes us feel better. It’s not really about a ‘worship experience’ – that in reality may be little more than we could experience in a concern elsewhere! It’s about offering to him something that pleases him. 

Lastly – we’re told that the fragrance filled the house (Jn 12:3). It lingered, other knew what had happened, it probably got into people’s clothes and went with them where they went. ‘hmmm, where have you been’
That’s really how it should be with us to when we worship. Something should linger, something about us, should let others know we’ve been with Jesus; we should be affected when we leave and carry something of the fragrance of Jesus with us.

Much we can learn from Mary – a) lets choose the better option, to give attention to listen to him rather than simply working for him, b) lets remember that he really does care and want to bring comfort – don’t stay away from the one who loves you and c) lets give him our best in worship, costly, irreversible, out of gratitude for who he is and what he’s done for us. 
Sing: Heart of worship
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