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Sermon Title: God is determined to save people for Himself
Bible Reference: Hebrews 5
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Hebrews 5:1-10

This week I want to start us thinking forward and preparing our hearts for the celebration of Easter. As we do we turn to Hebrews 5:1-10 – which some of you will clock as being immediately after the passage we looked at together 3 weeks ago in Chap 4 – ‘So then, since we have a great High Priest who has entered heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to what we believe. This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did not sin. So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most.’
Ch 5 develops this idea of Jesus as our High Priest some more. Passages like this can seem a little detached and irrelevant to our everyday lives, and therefore seem dry and boring – but that’s only if we look at them as a source of theology or history. But the writer didn’t write simply to inform or record history; he wrote to encourage, to change to bolster and support the readers. The point is this – what we know and what we believe will affect the way we think and act. This is always a test of whether we REALLY believe something! Does it make any difference to our lives? 

Now then, as Christians what we know of God and his son Jesus should make a difference to the way we approach the joys and sorrows of life. Personally I’ve discovered that the more I know about God the and the more I see and learn of the way he works the more I trust him and the more peaceful and contented and hopeful my life is as a result. So I don’t and won’t shy away from passages like this which, on the surface, may not appear to be the most relevant to our daily lives; yet they are because in these truths lie deep and precious truths about our Lord and his relationship and commitment to you.  With God helps I want to show you a couple this morning. 

Prayer

1. God is so determined to rescue people that he has done all that’s necessary to make it happen – v5

Briefly explain OT background of 5:1 and his role to represent sinful people to a holy God, to be a mediator. This crucial role wasn’t something that a man could just decide he fancied doing as a career choice. No man couldn’t just turn up at the tabernacle or temple and say he felt called to be a priest, let alone the H/P! He had to be chosen by God and that basically meant, in those days that he had to be able to trace his family tree back to prove that he was a blood descendant of Aaron. That was the way it was, this was the family, and especially the Levi branch of the family that God had chosen to fulfil that role – that was the way it was set up.

Now Jesus wasn’t from that family line so if he was to act in this go between way it was essential that his credentials as being chosen by God were established. That’s what the writer does here, it’s what the refs to the OT were all about. This wasn’t something Jesus just chose or took on himself – he was especially chosen and appointed by God for the role – 5:5-6. 

Now there’s lots theologically we could explore about this, but distil it down to its most basic and the whole thing about a Priest and High Priest shows us Gods absolute desire and determination to make a way for people to be represented and reconciled to him. The God who made the world and people in it was not prepared to sit back and see sin destroy his master plan and the people he chose to be part of it. He is not prepared to sit back and just watch the status quo of sin; he has to do something about it

And this is the Big Bible Story, the thread that runs from Genesis to Revelation, starting in Gen 3 with God promising Satan, after he’d seduced Adam to sin and spoil everything, that one of the woman’s offspring would one day crush his (Satan's) head! So we have here right at the start God saying that Satan will not win. All that follows is the story of what God to bring this about. In case you’ve never seen it, or have forgotten it’s worth us going over it again. 

· This plan really takes off when God chooses and calls Abraham and gives him a promise to give him a land and descendants like the sand on the sea shore, and that through one of them all the peoples of the world would be blessed. Then comes his son, (Isaac) then his grandson (Jacob) and then the 12 sons of Jacob who wind up in Egypt; then God rescue of them after 400 odd years, and constituting them as a nation as they travel to the Promised Land. To them he gave his laws to govern them and show them what was expected of them. But then, the moment he gave them the laws he had to give a way to deal with the transgressions of the law – the sins. That’s when he first gave them the sacrificial system and the Priests and the H/P. Always to give his people a way to be forgiven and be friends with him.  

Then as we move to the NT we discover that God’s plans were actually far bigger than simply the physical descendants of Abraham and includes people from all over the globe. For this a promise/covenant upgrade was required – and this is where Jesus comes in. He fulfilled all the OT laws and sacrifices. He was the sacrifice and priest all rolled into one – to be enough for all people everywhere, the one, uniting way of access to God.
What we see of God in all this is a God of love and grace, a God who has taken initiative and determined action to overcome the problem of sin, at incredible cost to himself. This is God’s love for you – sending Jesus to die so you can be reconciled. It isn’t just about you and you’re choice, it’s about God and his choice, his action on your behalf. He provided the H/S for you, and the sacrifice for you so that your sin can be removed. This is how much he loves you, and something for which you should be profoundly grateful.  

So first thing we see here is God’s great love and commitment for people. Second thing to see is as we focus in on Jesus in these verses is the way

2. Jesus was equipped to fulfil the role the hard way - v2 & 7.

He wasn’t born with a silver spoon in his mouth! No special privileges for him even though he’d come from heaven. Maybe even the contrary – he had to go through even more in order to be fully equipped to represent us to God. We’re told that far from having it easy that ‘He learned obedience through what he suffered’, and that whilst here on earth he ‘offered up prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears’.

Can the perfect, sinless, eternal God really ‘learn obedience’? Didn’t he always know everything, and wasn’t he always obedient? Though always fully God when he took on flesh and became one of us he became like us, and that meant he didn’t use his divine abilities like foreknowledge and power, etc! This is a mystery the theologians love to debate over but we don’t need to concern ourselves with. Except to know that he was like us. So he learnt from books in the same way we do, but because he had no sin he was without some of the limitations we have! 

But what about learning obedience? Not like a naughty child who has to be trained! It means that he experienced for himself the cost and the pain and the struggle of being submitted to God the Father. He discovered in painful experience – seen supremely in the Garden of Gethsemane, how hard it is to relinquish self will to God’s will.  
Through all of this is was ‘made perfect’ – which simply means that he was fully equipped to do fulfil the role given to him – to be our H/P, to be our go between, to offer up the sacrifices we need to cover over, to atone, to satisfy God’s wrath and anger against us. 

Now – yes this is theology, but do you see what it means to you and me? Do you see its significance? Here is one who understands, who’s gentle and patient with us, not because he’s made the same mistakes, but because he knows how hard it is to relinquish ones will to God’s way.  Here is the one who is the source of your salvation as you obey (trust) him. It’s not about you, it’s about him. Your eternity, your acceptance hangs on him, and he secured it for you at huge cost to himself. This is to be a great comfort and encouragement to us when we feel very undeserving and unworthy – yes we are, but he’s not and he secures it for us.

All this serves to show the utter uniqueness of Jesus and our utter, total dependence on him. How profound our gratitude should be to him. And to our Father in heaven also – for providing this way, this One for us! How favoured we are.
Is he your Saviour? He can be – just obey his call to trust him today; accept who he is and his right to be Lord over you, come to him and give yourself to him today and he will become the source of your eternal salvation today – always living to represent you before God, ensuring your entrance into heaven.

Prayer

Sing: Salvations song
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