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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 28th March 2015
Series name: A Walk through Exodus
Sermon # in series: 10
Sermon Title: Elim
Bible Reference: Exodus 15:22-27
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve springs and seventy palm trees, and they camped there near the water. Exodus 15:27

Last time we looked at Marah, a place of disappointment, of bitterness and frustrated expectation. Yet a place to which God had, nonetheless, led his people. They were not there because they were out of His will. This evening we’ll start at Marah and stay there for e little while longer before we move on to Elim!
When the Israelites arrived at Marah they had already been walking for 3 days. As we commented last time, water and supplied would have been running low. This was a trial in itself – walking and not knowing when God would supply their needs. So I wonder if this was 
1) A trial made worse by impatience?
As natural as their grumbling & moaning against Moses may seem, it was doing exactly what God said he was doing - ‘testing’ them - 15:25. This experience revealed the real state of their heart and though they directed their frustration at Moses it was really God they were moaning at. Moses was only the human servant, leading under God! Grumbling against him was tantamount grumbling against God. 

But is this strange when less than a week before the Lord had got them across the Red Sea and destroyed Pharaoh’s army? Wasn’t he going ahead of them in the cloud and the fire? Why, then, didn’t they trust him to finish what he had started? 
· Perhaps before we criticise them too harshly we should just remind our own hearts of just how like them we can be! They seem to be a mirror on our own hearts!
And it strikes me as was such a shame because Elim, where there was plenty of beautiful fresh water, was just a stone’s throw away down the road! It makes me wonder therefore if God really meant them to stop at Marah! I wonder if the cloud actually stopped, or whether an already difficult trial was compounded by their impatience. Was Marah really the place He had in mind for them to satisfy their thirst, or were they just too desperate to wait for God’s best provision? 
If this was the case then there is an important lesson here - an already difficult trial was made worse by a lack of trust, and lack of trust led to a rash decision and overwhelming disappointment.

Sometimes God leads us in difficult ways, through (note the ‘through’) trying circumstances. “Yea, though I walk ‘through’ the valley of the shadow …” AV – ‘It came to pass’! Our trouble is that we forget this and think they come to stay! We have our dreams and hopes and when they seem delayed we assume they will never come. Something ‘bad’ happens and we think its ‘journey’s end’! Thus we can stop - and grumble about where we are, but actually he’s just leading us through, past, this place to get somewhere else, somewhere better. He wants us to keep trusting him to provide relief in his time. 

So much for their faithless reaction – let’s have a look at God’s response:
2) A Gracious Response
In turning the bitter water into something sweet God reveals to them again that he can be relied upon. But more than this he reveals something of his character as he gives them his extravagant grace! Given their grumbling these people didn’t really deserve this blessing of water here did they! But God didn’t treat them as they deserved; instead he gave them what they didn’t deserve.
Let us never forget how wonderfully kind and gracious our God is! A God who’s very nature is to be kind, to forgive; who’s nature is to help the undeserving. He is a good God, a God who doesn’t treat us as we deserve isn’t it, a God who is ‘… slow to anger, abounding in love and forgiving sin and rebellion.’ (Num. 14:18).

In fact he’s more ready to give than we are to receive!  So often the accusations of Apollyon find a resting place and we feel all too keenly our failings and end up thinking it’s just  too presumptuous to come to God and ask anything of him after what you have thought, said or done! 
Well no matter what you’ve done, how faithless you have been God is waiting and willing to forgive all that call on him. Jesus said ‘Whoever comes to me I will never drive away.’ John 6:37. This is the word, the promise of Jesus so don’t let your fears keep you away from him. Don’t deny yourself the blessing he wants to give you; rather come with humble, grateful thanks and accept it. 
We must leave Marah and follow the Israelites down the road; just a little way to the place called Elim. Here they find shade from the heat of the day, food and as much water as they need. This was a place of rest – and it’s not far from Marah! 
3) A Welcome Rest.
Elim is altogether different to Marah, everything that Marah was not! Here is no disappointment, no miracle, just good things from the start! ‘Elim’ means ‘large’. It was a big place, large trees to provide shelter from the sun, and plenty of water. 
I find it fascinating that the details of the number of trees and wells should be recorded in Scripture! Why on earth do we need to know that there were seventy large trees and twelve springs? Well all scripture, every word, is for our instruction. So we find as we read scripture that seven and its multiples are the number of perfection in the Bible; seven days, seventy years captivity, seventy times seven forgiveness, seven churches in Rev etc. The twelve springs were one per tribe, perfect distribution and perfect provision. 

How glad they would be to be there; to rest, regroup and recover. A place that involved no disappointment, no threat of the enemy; a place where they could gather their thoughts, take stock and get ready to move on. 

Thank God that as well as the waterless, dry days of our experience, as well as the bitter disappointments of life, he also leads us to our ‘Elims’’. He gives times of relief to our souls, times of spiritual ease, times of rest, times of blessing, times when he speaks and ministers, encourages and strengthens our resolve. How precious those times are. How grateful we should be for them.

And to think Elim was so near to Marah! Reminds me that despite what we may feel our Jesus and our precious comforter, the H/S, is nearer than we think – in fact is with us all the time. He is the giver of true spiritual water and refreshment to our souls, the one that truly satisfies. 

His words, promises, and the H/S all tell us that however long we may seem in a wilderness, however far away Elim may seem, comfort, divine strength and help is only a prayer away. ‘Come to me,’ said Jesus ‘and I will give you rest.’ As he taught his disciples he said ‘Look at the birds of the air, look at the flowers all around, God provides for them, and you are far more precious to your Father. He knows what you need.’ Do we really believe that? Do we really believe that he will supply us with all we need to be contented and to know rest of mind and heart? 
A few months back in Philippians we looked at Paul who said that he had learnt to be content in every circumstance – he found that Jesus was enough. Abraham in the OT thought he’d give God a hand with having an heir – but learned that God alone is enough, he can do what he needs to do without any help from outside agencies! Through Paul the Lord exhorts us in his word to ‘Rejoice in the Lord always! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard you hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.’ Phil 4:4.
Take it to Jesus, sit under the shelter of his word, receive and drink the promises of his word and find relief. Let him, his way and will, become your all in all, let him satisfy your soul.

Conclusion: Taken together the Red Sea, Marah and now Elim paint a fair picture of the Xian life. It is a mixture of high days and days of trial, miracle and grace days and days of pure provision from God.

Where ever you are on the journey of life today, remember ‘It came to pass’. High day? Enjoy it, make most of it, and thank God for it. Low day? Don’t sin in your reaction, don’t be faithless. Remember He turns our weaknesses into his opportunities, and has a wonderful way of providing an Elim just down the road. Trust him for it.

Prayer: Thanks for Elim, for your presence at all times. Keep us trusting you. Pray for those in the wilderness and those at Elim, that we will react properly in both situations.

Sing: ‘Be gone unbelief’ or O let the son of God enfold you
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