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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.



   

A Walk through Exodus - Ch 19-20

God’s Treasured Possession 

We’ve had a few weeks now looking at the repeated grumblings and failures of the Israelites so I’m going to jump Ch 17-18 which has yet another episode of grumbling – plus the incident battle with the Amalekites which was famous for victory being a joint effort of Moses on the mountain with his rod raised  and Joshua on the valley floor fighting. I want us jump ahead just a few weeks and tonight we find the people of God at Sinai and at what was probably one if the most, if not THE most important/significant, events in the nation’s history, from then to now! This is a pivot point in the story. In these chapters we have the covenant God originally made with Abraham some 400yrs before being renewed, and enlarged in a way. It’s not a new covenant God makes, but he certainly brings a new edge to it – rather like the next stage, development of the old covenant. Back then he’d promised Ab he’d be a great nation and that he’d give him a land, that he’d make his name great and through him the whole world would be blessed. 

Now, if you rd 19:3-6 all of that is about to begin to look a lot more concrete. The people were soon to get national identity, they were about to get their own land and they would become hugely influential just as God had promised all those years ago. 
First he reminds them again of how he’s brought them out of Egypt – like an Eagle picking them up in its claws and carrying them out to safety. He brought them out and he kept them safe – but all for a reason, v5. He wants them 

a. To be his ‘Treasured possession’ – v5. Though everything and everyone in one sense belonged to God, he’d saved these people to be special to him, and especially treasured people, specially treated with special privileges and a very special purpose. 

b. To be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation – that is to be a nation that would be a kind of link between God and the other nations. As such they were to be Gods representatives and therefore to be different to the others – that’s what ‘Holy’ really means. They weren’t meant to exclude the others, but to live in such a way that their way of life was so obviously better than others that they became attractive to them and others would want to join them in following God’s ways. 
This is the same language that used of the church – the whole community of believers from whatever background, in the NT. 1 Peter 2:9 - But you are not like that, for you are a chosen people. You are royal priests, a holy nation, God’s very own possession. As a result, you can show others the goodness of God, for he called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light. Here’s God plan and purpose in saving us! Not ultimately for you or your good, but for him and his glory. We may well ask ‘what/who are we living for?’
This then was the offer Moses was to take to the people – ‘obey God and you will be blessed’! Without almost a thought the consensus was ‘We’ll do it’, yes, count us in!’ – v8 - and who wouldn’t!!

Three days later, v16, the people assemble and the mountain starts to shake, thunder and lightning blaze and rumble and a heavenly trumpet call is heard. No wonder the people are afraid – wouldn’t you be? So scared are they that they keep away and ask Moses to speak for them and then for him just to tell them what God says! As one writer I read this week says: 
‘The stage is set for God to tell the people how he wants them to live. The preliminaries are over. The people are convinced that God is a God to be reckoned with; an unapproachable God of power and might. But at the same time we discover that, paradoxically, he's a God who wants a special relationship with his people. He wants to know them personally’. (Chris Appleby
)

It is then against this background and in this covenant agreement that God gives them the laws, the rules that would both a) protect them and b) set them apart from the other nations. These were not some harsh dictates that would hem them in, but a provision that would both allow them to stay in a close relationship with him and to be a people living and caring for each other in a way that was unknown in the nations at that time. These were radical laws for good.

Quick tour: Rd Ex 20
i. Starts with the establishment of the exclusive relationship with God. For centuries they had lived in an Egyptian culture that had a multitude of gods, so to them this was normal – but now they were to learn that there was only one God to be worshipped. All the others were false gods. 
ii. Similarly they were not to make idols/images to aid them in worship. Images were ultimately unhelpful as they never would never do justice to the multifaceted nature of God. God is far too great to be limited by the imagination of the human mind. 
iii. And He was far too great to use His name in an empty or false way. He was so special, so other, so ‘holy’, even his name was to be revered. 

All this is designed to create and establish that the God was not like the others he was not a God to be treated lightly. May seem OTT but they, and we need this instruction and prohibition.
iv. The fourth commandment is a kind of bridging command – affecting both the way they relate to God and each other. The people are to remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy: that is, it was to be different. It was to be a day on which they were not to work. Nor were they to ask other members of the household to work - not even the slaves or the animals. Rather it was to be a day for the community to rest, to enjoy creation just as God did, and by implication, to worship the God who made it all. And worship is not just in song and prayer, but enjoying and glorying in, revelling in, exalting in the goodness of God – all that he is, has done and has made. Not just to be admired or observed or spoken about - but enjoyed and experienced ; but always, always with a focus ultimately on God and not just our own enjoyment and pleasure. 
v. The rest deal with how the people are to relate to one another. This will be just as important as how they treat God! For them to be a beacon and light to the nations their relationships and the care in their community was crucial.

In essence they were to treat each other the same way God had treated them in rescuing them from Egypt – with grace and love and patience and perseverance, despite all the provocation they gave Him. We might say, using an NT picture, that the adopted children were to show the family characteristics – by valuing life, respecting truth, respecting property, respecting faithfulness and being satisfied with what God had given them. 
Now, we no longer relate to God in the same way, these rules don’t have the same authority over us. We depend on Jesus not the law (that was what we learnt in Galatians - LG’s); he kept it for us, he fulfilled it. 

But they are still good for us – in fact Jesus actually strengthened them! Not just actions, but the thoughts as well! And so it is that as we live by God’s laws, with his standards of respect to him and others that we, like the I’s are a beacon of light and hope, an example of how much better God’s ways are than those of the world around us. This is so crucial and where the application of this really comes home! We are now the people of God and our role is exactly the same. We are Gods treasured possession – extra special to him, those in whom he takes special delight. 1 Peter 2:9 – kingdom of priests, holy nation, etc. Ours is such a hugely favoured position – he chose and called us to bless us, for us to enjoy his special care. we don’t earn this and we don’t earn his pleasure – that’s all of grace. But as we follow him obediently there are blessings untold in this life as well as the next. Deep and inner joy and peace and contentment and satisfaction that come from knowing God is in control and working for our good.
But this privilege also brings responsibility. And that is to live as his people for him with his priorities and not our own. Our life isn’t about us, it’s about Him – just as when we get married we give up rights of our own life for the sake of the new family! Our calling is a serious one – to live as God would live, to show the benefits of being his. Living adverts. So when making decisions, making choices it isn’t just what we want, but what does God want? What’s best for his name, his glory? Will this action/decision reflect well on him? Would he do this if he were in my situation? 
This isn’t to heap guilt on us, but to remind us of our calling, to keep our focus and direction and purpose as it should be.
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