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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 17th May 2015
Series name: A Walk Through Exodus
Sermon # in series: 13
Sermon Title: The Covenant Ratified
Bible Reference: Exodus 24
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Exodus 24 – cp with Hebrews 8 and 9

Ex 24 is the ratification of the Covenant (agreement between God and Israel) we’ve been looking at for the last 2 weeks. (Ex 19-23). It is the culmination of everything God has been leading up to so far – from the original cov with Abraham, (with its promises of blessing and greatness and land) which he’d also reconfirmed to Ab’s children. Here now at Sinai it’s coming to fruition with the official creation of Ab’s descendant as ‘The People of God’, a nation in its own right, no longer nomadic, no longer just held together by a common ancestry. 

These chaps (19-24) really are crucial to the Bible story, some of the most important in the OT narrative so I want to briefly recap where we’re up to:  

1. Promises & benefits set out by God – Ex 19:5 

2. 1st verbal agreement by Israelites – 19:8

3. Basic terms set out in Terms and conditions – Ch 20

4. Terms explained and amplified – Ex 21-23

What we shouldn’t forget in all this is that this wasn’t a negotiated covenant, it was set out by God, unilaterally; not two equal parties. Yet nor was it merely imposed – they got the opportunity to agree it voluntarily. Same as when we’re saved – God calls, get in his wisdom he asks us to agree! 

That said, this was overwhelmingly a gracious covenant, because God took all the initiative, all the responsibility, made all the promises of blessing to a totally undeserving people.

Here in Ch 24, having been outlined in detail in ch21-23 and once more agreed to by the people, v3 & 7, the covenant is ratified. It’s ratified with sacrifice and with blood, v5, 6 & 8. So both the Altar, representing God and the people were sprinkled with the same blood, connected together if you like. After which is was commemorated with a meal, v11 (with meat from the fellowship offering mentioned in v5).  

And yet for all this, as gracious and good as this covenant was it was not perfect. 

· The blessings offered were conditional on agreement and obedience. Worse still…

· Keeping it never saved anyone, it couldn’t renew and give life & hope. Basically all it could do was condemn. It couldn’t stop them from sinning, didn’t change their basic nature. All it could do was give a hope that somehow, somewhere in the future things would be different.

· The sacrifices never fully dealt with sin – they had to keep doing the sacrifices repeatedly, every day or week or year. 

But, and here’s the thing, it was actually never meant to do any of these things! In God’s plans it was always meant as a forerunner of something better, it was always designed to ultimately lead to Jesus. Gal 3:24-25 reveals that it functioned like a school master – to lead people to Christ. It’s very limitations were to show the people their need of something/someone better and to this extent, those under it always lived by faith in God and not in mere duty and obedience alone – just as we do. 
It shouldn’t surprise us therefore that as we watch the story of the Israelites and their repeated inability to keep their side of the covenant, that eventually God steps back in with the promise, through the likes of the prophet Jeremiah, of a new and improved version, an upgrade in the future (If I can put it like that!). Look at this - Jeremiah 31:31-34.

This covenant came with Jesus & the letter to Hebrews main message is to show how with Jesus God brought this ‘new covenant’ into being and how much better it is. This ‘New Covenant’, as Jeremiah and the NT writers call was not dependant on things that people do; there are no physical components’ to it. No people, no blood, no special places, no physical rituals – it’s a spiritual one, one that is entered into entirely by faith, based totally and completely on the life, death, burial, resurrection and eternal priestly ministry of Jesus.
· He’s the sacrifice – perfect in every way, fulfilling the pictures/types of all the various OT sacrifices
· His blood was sufficient to cover completely every sin for all time of every person who trusts in him. No more repetition – once for all
· He’s the High Priest, who always lives, He’s the H/P that applies/sprinkles the blood - His blood has been sprinkled on our hearts blood – 1 Peter 1:2; Heb 10:22. This happened in a spiritual way when we placed our faith, when we gave our agreement to Jesus rule in our life. He ratified the covenant, he applied it to us; he counted it as so, he considered it done. God declared you justified.
· And significantly, it’s no longer with a specific nation; it’s people of all languages and ethnicities who get included in. It’s open for all who will receive Jesus as saviour by faith. 

It’s this covenant we entered into and it’s the covenant we remember and commemorate as we share a meal, together, with the Lord. 
This is the significance of the fellowship offering, mentioned in Ex 24:5 – it’s the only offering in which the offerer got to partake/share in the food itself. There’s this sharing element with God.

When we take the bread we do so remembering Jesus words ‘This is my body’ – its as close as we can physically get to eating with him. This blood is the new covenant in my my blood, when you drink, all of you, do it in remembrance of me’ 

Here we connect with Jesus, and I suggest that somehow, somewhere it then becomes just a bit more than a simple remembrance – it’s a fellowship meal, not just with ourselves but with the Lord himself.

Meal times are not just something for necessary physical refuelling are they – they are times for community, for catch up. They bring cohesion and help fragmentation. Meals express friendship and acceptance. 

The fact then that in Deut 24 and in the Lords Supper God invites the people to share a meal with him is hugely significant. It shows a real shift in the relationship between God and his people, a friendship and relationship on a new level. It indicates a coming together, an opening and consolidating of friendship. It is this we will do now
Let us eat and drink in both remembrance and fellowship with our Lord. 

Sing: Behold the lamb (communion song)
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