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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 21/06/2015
Series name: A journey through Exodus
Sermon # in series: 16
Moses the Mediator 
Bible Reference: Exodus 33:12-23
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Moses the Master Mediator! – Exodus 33

Anyone brave enough to attempt a review of Ch 32 & 33 so far?
Ch 32 = golden calf, Gods threatens to destroy them. 

Moses stepped into the breach and plead with God not to do so. God grants Moses requests – and then some. As we move into Ch 33 we see that not only will God not destroy the people but he says he will take them to the Promised Land, going before them and making sure that they take possession and get settled in. Moses prayers even resulted in minimizing the remoteness of God, to the point that God is now manifesting Himself to the nation outside the camp. 
This for Moses and the people was hugely important – the threat from the Lord of him not being present with his people was worse than not getting the land at all. They go into mourning (taking off jewellery) and for Moses it’s like ‘Well we might as well die here then! What’s the point of the blessing if we don’t have the blesser?’ 

The big theme then in Ch 33 is ‘The Presence of God’, - firstly the possibility of not having it (v1-11) and then in v12f we have a record of Moses utter dissatisfaction with this state of affairs and how once more he steps into the breach of intercession to plead with the Lord for it not to be this way. He presses his case for God not to sit on the sidelines but to actually be among his people, and then he goes even further with an audacious request, v18, that God would show him his glory. 
In both requests he is successful and God grants him what he asks for, so we should be able to learn something here about the secret of prevailing, successful prayer. 
1. The Basis of his requests: Moses request is based on God’s own comments of his regard to relationship to Moses – v12. ‘You have said “I know you by name and you have found favour with me. If you are pleased …’”  
Moses prays on the basis of who what God has said about him. ‘God, if you really are pleased with me, as you say you are – then please, hear what I’m asking you.’
Great place to start to pray! Who are you in Christ? God’s son, redeemed, forgiven, justified, loved – then pleased this with God.

2. The Nature of his requests: Moses asked God for things that would help him do the work God had given him. V12 ‘you have been telling me. “Lead these people ….”’ This command that he first had many years before was reaffirmed in 32:34. 
· He doesn’t argue about doing the work (like he had years before) but he is concerned about who will help him. Previously, when he’d had to go to Pharaoh he’d had Aaron, but since then he’s proven pretty useless as a deputy! Besides probably more than ever realises now the challenge ahead – facing the warrior Canaanites with a group of people who have shown they are better at moaning that engaging in military battle! These were not people he could trust for a moment. So he just wants more information about who will help him
· He wants to know God’s ways so he can continue to find favour –v12. He really doesn’t want to fail in this mission, and so what he really needs to know is not simply the way to Canaan but what God is like, the mind of the Lord – the ways of the Lord, the way he thinks, etc. In other words he’s asking for a greater knowledge of God, of God’s essential character. God show me more of what you are like. 
And this wasn’t simply in order to fill his head with knowledge, but to enable him to fulfil his commission successfully. This wasn’t about him – it’s was about God and his glory – note the tag line in v12 ‘Remember that this nation is your people’ 
This is actually much more than a tag line – here he is reminding God of his plans, his purposes, his promises, his covenant. God, these are your people, not mine; people you have called, not me; people you made promises to, people you have committed yourself to. So where before he reminded God of his own relationship to him, now he’s reminding him of his people relationship to him. 

God, you cannot just walk way, you cannot let this fail – these are your people, your honour is at stake! 

And God grants his request – v14. ‘My presence will go with you and I will give you rest’.

This was God’s promise to Moses – the angel of v2 is not then just a messenger but God himself. This would be tremendous encouragement to Moses as he went forward. But this was still just a promise to Moses, not to the people, and in that much they fell short of what he really wanted. He wanted God to be back with and among his people again, for the breach to be healed. So he boldly continues his case with God and there’s a second level of petition in v15-17.
3. The Subject of his prayers - V15 – ‘if your presence doesn’t go up with US do not send US up from here. God, it’s better for us to die here than go up without you. To go without you clearly with your people will be a disaster.’ How will anyone know if your pleased with me and your people unless you go with us? what else will distinguish us …?’ He prayed for God’s people and more than that he identifies with the people – ‘us’ not ‘them’. He’s not interested only in what’s good for him, he’s concerned for the people, the nation, the people of God – and so ultimately for the glory of God.
Again, God hears him and grants his request – v17. ‘I’ll do this thing because I’m pleased with you’! 

What’s all this say about successful intercession with God?

· If we want our prayers answered we need to pray on the basis of relationship

· If we want our prayers answered we need to pray for things that will extend his kingdom and purposes and not just our own agenda. We’re back to motives again – why we pray for what we pray for. Moses did ask for things for himself – but only so he could serve the Lord and fulfil his ministry. So often we pray for things for our own ease, pleasure, comfort, etc. Golden rule is to pray for what God would want ‘Hence show me your ways’, for things that will obviously, clearly bring glory to him, point to him, make others think well of him. Proverbs 3:5 ‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him and he will make your paths straight’ (See also NLT translation.) What Moses did so well – and here’s the secret – is to align his requests with things that he knew God would want – and where he wasn’t sure he asked to get to know God better so he would know what God wanted! 
It naturally follows then that 
· If we want our prayers answered we need to be living in a relationship that pleases him - v17 ‘because I’m pleased with you’. Yes in Jesus were are accepted and perfect, but does my life on a day to day basis match up to that? Is he pleased with my priorities, what I fill my thoughts with, what I spent my time and money on, with the company I keep, with my goals and aspirations, etc. And if we have to say ‘Probably not’ then if we really covert God’s presence and blessing and really want our prays answered then we just have to make the necessary changes.
Last thing – in Moses ministry here we see again a brilliant portrayal of the life and ministry of Jesus. He identified with us, he lived a life that was pleasing to God, he lived for the glory of his father, and he lives as our great intercessor – without whom we’d have no hope. Today he’s in heaven and maybe imagine him praying ‘But Father – this is your child, yes he’s mucked up and failed, but you promised him. Father if your pleased with me and satisfied with the work I did on his behalf – and you said you are because you raised me from the dead, then have mercy on him/her.
But for all this Moses still isn’t finished with God – he’s on a roll! V18 Now show me your glory’. And that we’ll have to look at next time!
Prayer: Thanks for Jesus; teach us your ways; give us a will/heart/desire to know your ways, to know you and to live for you.

Communion

Sing: Before the throne

This material is copyright ©2011 Whitton Baptist Church and is licensed under a		 �HYPERLINK "http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/uk/"�Creative Commons Attribution 2.0 UK: England & Wales License�











