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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
The Yeast in the Dough – Matthew 13:33

Looking at the parables of the kingdom – the way the cause of Christ will grow between the time of his first and second coming. 

As I keep saying – much consternation because it didn’t come as they thought. They were familiar with passages like Micah 4 which we just read. And let’s be honest – when we read that we might reasonably expect it all to happen at once. What they saw when Jesus came didn’t really look much like Micah promised – so what was happening?

But prophecy is like a telescope, it foreshortens things, makes things look closer and so OT prophets had very little idea of 2 coming of Jesus and the church age in between. 

So the believers we just like everyone else – confused and Jesus is telling these stories to help explain how things are really going to happen in order to encourage them. He’s basically saying that despite one in four of the soils rejecting the seed, despite the massive over-sowing of the enemy, the kingdom of God will grow, despite the fact that it’s starting very small in inauspiciously (like a little seed), despite the fact that in our country it seems the heat is increasingly turned up against us, the kingdom will grow and, like a little bit of yeast in a batch of dough it will, despite all immediate appearances affect the whole world. 

I think many of us often feel, like the people of Jesus time, that we’d like it all to come now, get rid of sin and evil and pain and suffering,; we may cry out for God to deal with sin once and for all – and he will, he really will … but in his time! The kingdom has to grow, people have to be saved – nations have to be reached people have to hear.  Then when His time has come – as we’ll see in the other parables, the end will come. 

Let’s not be fooled by appearances – God’s kingdom is alive and growing, spreading more and more; 1 in every 3 people around the world professes some sort of allegiance to Jesus, and many perch in the branches! And time will come when Jesus finally returns that the whole earth will be filled with the kingdom – it will be THE ONLY Kingdom. 
This Yeast parable is very similar - small start but increasing impact. Rather than just about size this is about influence. And again it’s to encourage the believers who probably thought ‘what good can we do’ we’re just a few people in such a big world!’ 
The illustration Jesus uses is simple and every day. Even today we all know about yeast – you put a small bit in the dough and it changes the whole lot. And the whole lot, according to Jesus was pretty big. NIV say’s ‘large amount of flour’ – well actually 26 lb of flour! (13 bags). That’s a huge amount!  And it’s affected, influenced by a small amount of yeast.
But in those days it wasn’t actually yeast they used – but was rather a piece of dough from a previously raised batch of dough. Each time they made a batch they kept a bit back and added it to the next batch and then so on. So there was a sense of continuity in it all. An interesting little aside is that when a girl married and moved out of the family home the first batch of bread she made would be using some fermented dough given to her from her mother – so the connection was made from one generation to another. 
Have you ever made bread where the yeast hasn’t worked? Guarantee you’ve not liked it! Fact is that for the vast majority of people yeast improves the bread. It changes it from plain, dry, hard pretty inedible stuff to something light, soft, tasty.

Now Jesus is saying that the Kingdom of God is like yeast in the world – v33. Very plain – it’s not sin in the church, the yeast is the kingdom in the world – doing good. We can be sure this is what he means not just because it’s what he plainly says, but also because the context is about encouraging the believers. Sin in the kingdom would not be much of an encouragement!
And we can safely and rightly draw some good lessons from this: 
i. Just as yeast works its way through the dough until the whole batch is affected so the kingdom is working its way through the world and influencing it. We pretty much dealt with this last time, but it’s worth repeating because we are living in the fulfillment time of this parable. The kingdom is growing, day by day, month by month around the world. World missions are taking the message to more and more people and wherever people are hearing they are responding and changing for good. What started like a little innocuous piece of yeast in a batch of dough has grown to spread and influence the whole world. 
ii. Just as yeast works slowly and almost imperceptibly through the dough so it is with the kingdom in the world and individuals lives. 

· A believer’s life isn’t changed all at once; justification leads to sanctification. Behaviour follows belonging! Very important truth to understand – so that we don’t expect either to much too soon, or too little too late! Change may not be instantaneous, but there must be change for good over time.  

· If you want to change a nation or a community change the people! How is a community changed? One person at a time! Slowly but surely. The most important work in sharing the good news of Jesus isn’t done up front, in services or events – it’s the regular, consistent and sometimes slow work done by an army of believers as they share and show the love of Jesus and then explaining it with words. The  church services, events, missions are the back-up, maybe the harvest, but without the unnoticed, unsung sowing, loving, caring and praying over a long period of time it wouldn’t happen 

iii. The yeast has a positive effect on the dough.  It makes it better and makes it more tasty.  It has a good influence, ultimately, on it.  Makes the bread better. Not always recognized – how often have I heard the accusation that most wars are started in name of religion! – and certainly our involvement and influence isn’t always welcomed. We may influence it for good, but it’s sometimes painful for the world to endure. Ahab said when Elijah showed up and he saw him face to face and he said, “Is it you, you the troubler of Israel?”  and in Thessalonica they said, “These men who have turned the world upside down have come here also.”  And in Philippi they said, “These men are Jews and they are disturbing our city.”  But be that as it may we commented last week how citizens of the kingdom, motivated by the love and grace of the King have influenced things for good – slavery, education, prison reform, hospice care, equal rights all championed by Christians! Still the same today with food banks, child care, money support, aid to disasters, etc. The world without the kingdom would be a very much worse of place. 
Let’s make sure that our influence is for good. 
iv. The yeast has to be put into the dough. Yeast isn’t any good in the packet, shouting at the dough! God himself gave us the great example in becoming made, becoming one of us, living with us, getting down here and dirty in order to save and change the world. 

Thus it is with us – no good us coming to church to do our ‘God bit’! We’ve got to go out into the world. Waldringfield over the door ‘You are now entering the mission field’. Our job, your job is to go out from this place as a little piece of dough, affected by Jesus, infected with Jesus if you like, and to take him and be close to others so that he influences and changes them for good. Get close to them, be their friends, give them time, show them love, help them, make their life better than it would be if you weren’t there. Talk to them, share the Bible, share Jesus promises; share you testimony and tell of what he’s done for you – the difference he’s made. Remember – the best, most important thing for any person is to be saved. That changes everything! Salvation tends to improve life as relationships improve, waste cut down, respect for others grow, work harder, less waste spending – drink, drugs, food, etc, etc.

Consider getting involved personally in things like Town Pastors, Talitha Koum, - active or as prayer partner ((John Hopes)
This little parable, like yeast itself, has meaning & impact potential beyond it’s size! It guards against discouragement: Don't measure the growth or success of the kingdom solely by visible standards. It encourages patience: That which started in one small portion of the loaf will eventually spread through the whole loaf, and it It challenges us as to what sort of influence are we? What sort of influence am I, at home, at work, socially? Is it positive or negative – or just neutral? Whose lives am I affecting?  

Sing: MP 456 – Make me a channel of your peace.
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