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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
The Parables of the Treasure & Pearl- Matthew 13:44

We’ll deal with these two together as we’re running out of Sundays before I go on Hols! Actually they work so well together any way! 
Let’s consider the details of these little parables first and then see what they mean. 

Parable of the Hidden treasure – v44. In Jesus day there were no banks for ordinary people. Instead they just found the safest place they could to hide any valuables they were fortunate to have. And one of the safest was under the ground! Underground made a lot of sense given that it was not uncommon for a village to be raided by warring parties. Inhabitants would often just run – leaving buried treasure behind, with the intention of returning to pick it up later.  
So it wasn’t uncommon for people to uncover valuables in the ground. This man was presumably just doing his job when something catches his eye as he turned over soil. Picks it up, digs and finds some more - treasure – too good a chance to lose. So he sells all he has to raise funds to buy the field. He knew the value of treasure would more than make up for the price he paid, even though it might mean some short term pain in having to sell. Maybe wife and family moaned, etc. No house for a few days! 

The Parable of the Pearl – v45. Again something of great value discovered, but this time rather than stumbling across it by accident here we have a jeweler (merchant) looking for pearls – and when he sees this one he knows it’s the find of a life time. He immediately recognizes it as one superior to anything else he’s seen or will see. He sells everything to fund the purchase! 

So we have here one man who finds treasure when he wasn’t even looking and another who’s whole life has been dedicated to finding this precious pearl. In both cases they sell everything to get it. 
So much for the imagery – but what are they about? What’s the point/s Jesus is making here? 
1. Being part of the Kingdom is worth more than anything else in the world. Jesus pictures having an interest in, a personal stake in, the Kingdom of God as more valuable than anything else. It’s worth giving everything up for. Why?
a. Because being part of the kingdom gives us freedom – freedom from guilt before God and condemnation – Rom 8:1 ‘there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. Freedom from condemnation by God or Satan; no longer slaves to Satan. Rom 6:17-18. ‘But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance.  You have been set free from sin. Freedom therefore to do what is right, freedom to make better choices, freedom to enjoy life in all it’s fullness. 
b. Because part of the kingdom means we can know peace and of joy - Rom 14:17. ‘For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit’. Under Jesus rule we are right with God, pure and perfect and accepted by him. Under Jesus rule we have not only peace with God, but can know the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding - Phil 4:6-7, Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Therefore we can experience a joy which is not dependent on circumstances. That is a very precious thing!
c. Because the Kingdom and rule of God is an eternal kingdom - unending Heb 12:28 ‘Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe.’ Cannot be shaken = will not, cannot ever be destroyed or come to an end. Every earthly dynasty, political party, political system comes to an end – but Jesus reign is forever – in this life and the next. There is no end to this – and it just gets better according to Rev 21:1-5, 22-27! 

These are just some of the reasons why the Kingdom of heaven is so precious and worth being part off.  
2. People ‘discover’ The Kingdom in different ways. 

a) Some discover it unexpectedly, almost by ‘accident’. EG: Apostle Paul. Going about daily life! Certainly wasn’t looking – anything but! Thought he was doing right thing, no dissatisfaction, in life; thought he was actually pleasing God in killing the Xian's!
But that day on the road to Damascus he was met by the King of the kingdom! His life was transformed as he realized that Jesus really is the Lord. Once he’d met him and realized who he was nothing was too costly for him. From that day he was willing to give up everything for Jesus, as per Val’s  reading - Phil 3:4-11 ‘But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ  and be found in him’ 
b) Some find it after much searching – like the women who touched Jesus garment, she’d sold everything in search of an answer. Some people like that spiritually. They spend whole life looking, searching, for meaning, something to make sense of life. There are many like that today. 

3. It’s not enough just to discover the treasure – it has to be possessed personally
It wasn’t enough for the man to know about the treasure or the merchant to find the pearl. However much they admired what they found they were not content with that – they had to have it for themselves. 
And it’s like that with the Kingdom of God. We can talk about how wonderful it is, and what a wonderful king Jesus is and all the benefits there are in being in it – but unless we are part of it there is no ultimate value! The point of these parables is that the treasure has to be possessed, owned – it has to become personal, we have to become part of it.

It’s not enough to talk about it, to talk about the king and how wonderful he is. Not enough to admire him and respect him – many do that. Some defend him and speak highly of him. Some go to church and like his teaching and nod sagely when they hear it. Some even like to talk to the king of the kingdom.
But yet are not part of it themselves. They don’t actually possess personally the treasure they admire and speak highly off. Bit like a lady that speaks highly of a piece of jewelry – or man that speaks of a car or whatever. To hear them speak you’d thing they owned it themselves, they may give the impression of possession – but then you discover they still wear imitation pearls or drive a high mileage beaten up ford! You know the people!

There are people like that spiritually! Oh they speak a good game, know all the data – but underneath they are just paupers looking in, their lives are a mess. They know about the kingdom, but are not in it.
Crucial thing is to be in the Kingdom. Are you? If not then the critical question this morning is this:

4. How do I ‘possess’ the kingdom? Do we buy it? Do we really have to sell everything, give everything up? No – we can’t actually buy the kingdom! 

It’s very simple – you get into the kingdom, with all it’s wonderful privileges and benefits when you humble yourself before the King of the Kingdom and acknowledge him as King of your life. When you submit to him and let him become Lord, leader and ruler then he welcomes you into his kingdom and all those things become yours to enjoy and share in.
So where does the bit about the worker and the merchant buying the treasure or pearl? Jesus is simply conveying that having the King or Kingdom sometimes comes at great cost – not that you buy it but there may well be a price to pay. There will be things to be left behind, things you cannot take into the kingdom, things to leave behind at the border. If you’re going to come under the rule of the new King then there will be, without doubt things that will have to change in your life because they are prohibited in the Kingdom.

Some think the price is too high and walk away – but they are the losers; It is no loss to lose what you cannot keep in order to gain what you cannot lose!
What do you lose when entering the kingdom? Only what has no real, lasting value. But what you gain is huge - eternal life, love, care, protection, guidance, help, strength, peace, joy, and the list goes on! 
Prodigal son rejected his father, thought he was authoritarian, etc, only to realize later that whilst he was living on husks, he could be enjoying life as a son!!

What about you? Have you got the treasure? The treasure of jesus and of being part of his kingdom? Nothing more valuable. If you have then thank him, if not then why not accept Jesus as Lord, as King this morning and come into his Kingdom? A simple prayer will do it!

Sing: All I once held dear - 724
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