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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 13th September 2015
Series name: 1 Samuel
Sermon # in series: 1
Sermon Title: Hannah
Bible Reference: 1 Samuel 1
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
1 Samuel Ch 1

LOTR trilogy. When I started to watch the series of films I watched the second before the first which mean I then didn’t understand a lot of what was happening or why. Needed to watch the first film – then it all began to make sense, the references and characters and what and why etc.

It’s a bit like this with the BIBLE – OT & NT. Explain

All of you know a bit about Jesus – many of you actually know quite a lot about Jesus! But maybe not so much about the OT. So this morning we start a new series in the OT and we’re going to spent the next several weeks in the book of 1 Samuel. Here’s where it’s found - (Put up a visual of the OT books).

Explain order and content of books

Exodus – Deuteronomy = leaving Egypt up to edge of promised land + setting up of the Kingdom with the people agreeing for God to be the king, follow his laws. 

Joshua. Moses successor who took them into the land; settling in and his death. Things went downhill after he died. 

Judges - Cycle of sin, punishment, repentance, deliverance. 7x. 

1 Samuel follows on directly from that.  We’ll see that sadly they don't learn the lessons of the past and persist in not being satisfied with God and his ways. You’d think they’d learn – but they didn’t! They want  king like the other nations; having God as king isn't enough for them. 
Sound familiar? We're often not so very different are we!

So the book records history – but we’re not going to look at it as a history lesson. But the real focus is on God, his rule, his over ruling, his power, care, protection and his unstinting resolve to have his way for the good of his people and the glory of his name. We’ll follow the story through by focussing primarily on people - the good, the bad and the downright ugly that the Lord uses and as we do we’ll discover all sort of things about God and learn all sorts of lessons for ourselves and our lives. 
First up comes Hannah. She's the wife of Elkanah, and the first/dominant thing about her as we get introduced is that she is unable to have children - Bible says, 1:5, 'the Lord had closed her womb'. This was a bitter sadness for her, so first thing about Hannah is that
1. Familiar with disappointment
Every month hopes came and went and each month the same crushing disappointment and sad look between the husband and wife. 
The fact that the other wife only had to look at Elkanah to get pregnant made it worse, and Peninnah delighted to rub salt into the wound by taunting Hannah about her childlessness. It seems the two didn't live in the same house but each year the whole blended family went to the annual sacrifice at Shiloh. It seems that these occasions are the ones where Peninnah took the opportunity to taunt and mock Hannah. So going to worship only made it harder for her as each year Peninnah twisted the knife and just made her feel an utter failure. 
Elkanah did his best to comfort her, but typical man, he didn't really understand! - he gave he double food portions, and would ask such insightful and helpful questions as 'What's the matter, why are you crying, why aren't you eating? Aren't I worth 10 sons to you?' He just didn't get it which I suspect made it all the harder for her!
Many of you can empathise with Hannah can't you. Your life has been/is marked by disappointment, frustration, darkness, taunting, sense of failure, abuse by others. An unsympathetic spouse, or one who just doesn't seem to understand.
Hannah would know how you feel you know! But more important is that God knows how you feel. Remember that little phase we read in v5 'God closed her womb'? It tells us that God wasn't absent/distant for her, he knew exactly what she was going through. He heard the comments and taunts from Peninnah and the fumbling but futile efforts of Elkanah that just didn't help but just made things worse. He knows your situation as well, for he's in control of it. 
What's important is how we react to it. And this is the 2nd thing to notice about Hannah. Despite her circumstances she was a  
2. A woman of Faith.
That night after the meal she ran out, she ran to the temple to pray. She didn't turn her back on him for what he'd allowed; she didn't say he didn't care; she didn't say it was useless and futile to follow him and to remain true to him. No, in her sadness and bitterness she actually turned to him for help. In the temple that night she prayed like she'd never prayed before. No words came out verbally, but the tears flowed and the body heaved as she poured out her heart to the Lord and finally bargained with him - 'God, if you give me a son, I'll give him back to you'.
And that was the moment God could start to change things for her. Important to understand this. This wasn't the easy bargaining that so many do and then forget it. This was a vow - a solemn promise of intent. This was utter, total commitment to God and his ways. This was a faith step, not simply a way of getting her own way and pleasure.
Hannah is a great example of not giving up on the Lord when we don't want what we want, of not giving up on Him and blaming him when the going is tough, when even those who mean well don't really understand us. I doubt very much she had any idea of what God was doing, I think she probably thought that heaven was silent and shut up - but each year, despite the pain, despite knowing she'd go through another round of taunts, she'd go to the temple and worship the God she had pledged to honour.
By keeping going and not giving up she finally got to the place where God was able to entrust her with the gift he wanted to give her. Do you think she'd have been as ready to give her son up had he been born when she first married? Doubtful!  How would she have felt had he asked her for him when she was still young, etc? By working as he did it all worked out for the best. Romans 8:28.
Many, many times God uses the emptiness of people to do great things. Sarah, Rachel, Elizabeth, Samson’s mother. Widow of Zaraphath. 1 Cor 1.26-29.
So lastly we see that 
3. A woman of her word
Knowing she was at the place he could now trust her with the blessing he gave her the son she longed for - though remember they still had to do their bit. May chuckle at that, but there is a serious point about not presuming on God! He'll rarely do what we can do ourselves! 
3-4 years later, as soon as possible we read, v24, she took the boy to the Temple and gave him to the Lord just as she'd promised, and as God needed. This boy, Samuel, was to place a key part in Gods plans in the future, and because of her faithfulness and willingness to serve Hannah had the privilege of being part of that. She had the last laugh on Peninnah and it’s she that goes down in history.
You know, when we promise something to God we'd better go through with it. It's a serious thing to break that. 
So as we finish this morning there's several great challenges that come to us from Hannah. Faithfulness to God in the face of disappointment. Willingness to worship regardless of circumstances; humility and willingness to keep her word and promises. 
Tough times? Then know God knows and understands. Stay faithful; he'll help you and strengthen you - but he can only do it and you can only experience it if you stay facing him. (Direction not distance!). Promise made but not kept? Specific promise - time to keep it! Baptism? Promise to stay follow the Lord, to be devoted to him with all your life?
Let's pray 
Sing: Oh Jesus I have promised
This material is copyright ©2011 Whitton Baptist Church and is licensed under a		 �HYPERLINK "http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/uk/"�Creative Commons Attribution 2.0 UK: England & Wales License�











