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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 13 September 2015
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Sermon # in series: N/A
Sermon Title: The King Eternal
Bible Reference: 1 Timothy 1:17
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Now to the King Eternal – 1 Timothy 1:17
This week we lived though a little piece of history as Queen Elizabeth 2nd became the longest serving monarch in British history and the longest serving female monarch in world history. It is a remarkable ‘achievement’ – if that’s the right word. I have to say that I loved her modest, unfussy recognition of the land mark, and we have so much to be grateful to God for in having her as our head of state. She is currently the 2nd longest current reigning monarch – 5½ years behind the king of Thailand. However, she is well down the list of all time reigning monarchs – 48th in fact. The longest reign by any king or queen is 82 years and 9 months (king of Swaziland who died in 1982). 
However – not withstanding her long reign, as we look at the list of long serving monarchs ahead of her, we find one thing they all (bar 1) had in common – they all died, as will the king of Thailand and our own queen, unless the Lord comes again first. 

No human monarch, no reign, no kingdom, no nation lasts forever. And so amidst the fanfare and news this week my mind, like yours probably as well, went to the one King who does live and reign for ever – the Lord God of heaven and earth whose reign and kingdom shall have no end. There is a myriad of parts of the Bible where Our God is said to be the everlasting king with an everlasting kingdom, - like Psalm 145:13 which praises the Lord saying ‘Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom’, but my mind settled on 1 Timothy 1:17 where Paul exclaims this wonderful doxology or praise – ‘Now to the Ling eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honour and glory for ever and ever, Amen’. Our God, our king, the one we have pledged ourselves to, and who, incidentally, has pledged himself to you is the everlasting God and his reign and rule will never, ever come to an end. There is wonderful reassurance and confidence that comes from this fact and I want to look at I trust revel in it tonight. Prayer.
Look what it says here in 1 Tim 1:17 and notice as we start

1. Now to the King 
We’ll come to ‘eternal’, but first we have to think about him as King. We sometimes speak of Jesus as being King, or Father being king but later in verse Paul says he’s ‘the only God’ which tells us he’s thinking about God in his triune, united self, Father Son & Holy Spirit. Our King, The King reveals himself to us in this way in scripture – one God in three persons, working in complete unity and harmony. Each distinct yet completely God and each with a specific role – Father wills, Son, accomplishes and H/S applies. EG John 17:2 – ‘you [Father] granted him [Son] authority over all people that he [Son] might give eternal life to all you have given him’; that’s a verse full of theology!!  Father wills, son gets it done living perfectly and dying and rising again. But then it’s the Spirit that applies that and makes it actually happen in a persons life. John is full of work of H/S. Remember Jesus to Nicodemus? John 3:5-6  – ‘no one can enter the kingdom unless he is born of water (natural birth) and the Spirit (spiritual birth). Flesh gives birth the flesh but The Spirit gives birth to spirit. Then in Ch15:8 we discover that the Spirits work is conviction of sin, and in 15:12 Spirit is the one who will guide believers. Spirit is the person of the Godhead who is active in getting the will of Father and Son done on earth now; he’s the one who applies and makes effective in our hearts and lives what father and son want. 
So our King is a triune King and we dishonour him when we don’t really understand him, for each person deserves honour and praise.

This God reigns supreme, over all – he is the supreme ruler; nothing happens without his express will or permission. 

What about sin? Yes sin included! As supreme king it has to understood that God decreed that sin would be allowed, that sin, that rebellion against him, with all the consequences, would be possible. That does not make him the author of sin in anyway – he simply did not shut to door to the possibility. 

Why? That’s a huge question and I cannot answer it all here but suffice to say that in falling from our original favoured position is shows us to be what we are and what we’re really like as human beings! That we sin shows that we are weak, selfish, helpless, etc. In everyway that we are less than God. We might be special, might be pinnacle of creation, just a little lower than the angels, but still hopelessly weak really, despite our protestations. A saw this on Face book this week: ‘So why God you allow things like …. in our world?’ to which God replies ‘Interestingly, I was going to ask you the same question!’ It shows our weakness, but also becomes a means of revealing Gods amazing love and grace and thus ultimately glorifies him. Go read John 3:16, go look at Gethsemane, go look at the cross, go look at the empty tomb and there you see mercy and love and power for helpless rebels. How else would we have seen it! Yes, God is King, sovereign over all.
2. Eternal:

Literally this means ‘King of the Ages’. In classic Jewish through there were two ages – the past and the future; Our God is king of the past, all of it, and king of the future – all of it! It means he was king before anything was, which by extension tells us that he is completely self sustaining and the source of everything that there is. Everything came from him – all matter, all knowledge (he knows everything because he started everything!).
Some ask ‘who created God?’.Bible revelation is that he always has been, was not created. One of those things we believe by faith; it cannot be proven or disproven, and in that extent it is little different to the starting point of atheism, so they cannot use it as an argument against Xianity!

3. Immortal:

This is different from simply ever living; it means imperishable, undecaying, unchanging. He never diminishes, never loses anything. What he was he is now, and what he is now he always will be. He will never, ever lose anything of what he is. 
One of the great laws of science is the 2nd law of thermodynamics – which says ? everything is decaying, getting worse. Nothing improves with time (tough one for evolutionary atheists!). In a changing, decaying world our God, the God of the Bible is undecaying!
His love never diminishes; his knowledge never diminishes, nor does his patience, his power, his control, his understanding, his grace, his mercy, his comfort/compassion – nor does his justice and wrath.

Our King is the never failing one, the undecaying source of all we need – what you read of him in the Bible he is still today. Isn’t that fantastic! How that encourages us and emboldens us in our hope and living for him.

4. Invisible

Invisible in the sense that we cannot fully see our fathom or understand him. He reveals things about himself and his character – we discern those in the Bible. The of course we have Jesus, the 2nd person of Godhead, the greatest revelation. Jesus himself said ‘If you’ve seen me you have seen the father’ and  John said ‘we have seen his glory’, and the Hebrews 1:3 speaks of him as ‘the express radiance of his glory’. But none of this is the whole! None of this is the total. Jesus was God in the flesh, he was limited, he veiled his full glory. As the radiance even Jesus was but a ‘ray’ not the unveiled sun itself But Jesus was veiled in flesh. Even Jesus, in all his wonderful glory and grace and majesty and power and compassion is but a small part of the full glory and beauty of God. One day we will see him – but not with these eyes of flesh. ‘Flesh and blood cannot enter the kingdom of God’ because in this body we could not bear the glory. Remember Moses on the mountain? ‘Show me your glory’. Hide in a rock and you’ll see my back, you cannot bear to see all of me’.
How wonderful it will be when we get to heaven and live with God and start to discover just exactly how awesome he is! Have you loved ones already gone there? Let this truth be a constant comfort for you – they see him, they are beginning to understand and grasp his greatness and are doubtless almost struck dumb by what they are seeing! 

Invisible – we cannot bear a full sight, but isn’t it wonderful that we see even a glimpse!

5. The Only God 
Pau and Timothy lived in an age where people believed in multiple Gods – Paul taught the truth that there is only one God really; our God is the only God, not one among many, not one to choose from. He is in fact the only one; all others are pretenders! He is above all, without comparison and for certain, without equal. ‘There is not like you’! 
The AV tries to help us grasp something of this otherness of God by inserting the word ‘wise’ – ‘the only wise God’ – might not be in the original, but its certainly true! No one else is like him in this. When Jesus was herer and people saw his power and wisdom of his words they were, Mark records ‘overwhelmed with amazement.”He has done all things well” they said’ – Mk 7:37. Done all things rightly, commendably, excellently. 

This sums up our God brilliantly and takes us back to why Paul wrote these words – he’s just been marvelling in Gods grace to him personally in salvation and it’s this that causes him to well up and exclaim this doxology of praise. It is God’s salvation to him above all else that staggers him, that causes him to rejoice and glory and exalt in the Lord as he does. Nowhere are God’s wisdom and character and all his wonderful attributes seen as wonderfully as in the way he worked our salvation. His love, mercy, grace , power, wrath, patience, all come together on the cross – and all this for me/you, the chief of sinners.
This is our God, this is your God – he’s the King, the only King, the only wise King – he’s the king of the ages, king of the past and king of the future, he’s incorruptible, unchanging, what he has been he is and what he is he will always be, he’s invisible – too wonderful to bear his full glory – yet one day we will see him and enjoy him in undeminishing delight and joy and peace. One day faith will give way to sight and every eye will see and every tongue confess that he is indeed The Only God.
Prayer

Lets worship him 
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