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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Sermon Title: When God speaks
Bible Reference: 1 Samuel 3
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
When God speaks - 1 Samuel 3
V1 – ‘word of the Lord was rare in those days’. Sign of judgement and says a good deal about the state of affairs in the country at the time. 

God speaking and Samuels Call

V5 – he was in the temple, learning all about how things worked. But he didn’t yet know the Lord personally. A very easy thing to grow up being very religious and committed, but to not know the Lord personally. 

Why? Because the Lord hadn’t spoken to him yet – v7b. He therefore didn’t discern and know God even when he did speak to him!

That’s a very common mistake many, many people make – not recognising God’s voice! Sam needed Eli’s instruction to help him realise what was happening.

Listen – let me tell you how to recognise the voice of God

Hearing God speak:

· You hear God speak every time you read the Bible! This is God’s word! Heb 4:12 ‘For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.

· You hear Gods voice every time you listen to a sermon. This is God speaking. Rom 1.16 ‘I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of God at work, saving everyone who believes’.
· You hear God’s voice every time you get a pang of conscience and a nudge to do something good and kind. John 16:8 - And when he comes, he will convict the world of its sin, and of God’s righteousness, and of the coming judgment. 
· You see and hear God’s voice when you look at Creation. Ps19 – The heavens declare the glory of God, day after day they pour forth speech’ Romans 1:19-20 ’What may be known about God is plain to them, because God made it plain to them. For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – his eternal power and divine nature -  have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse’ If that was true then, how much more it is now as we understand so much more in terms of detail and scale! 
So don’t say God’s not speaking! He’s speaking all the time in lots of different ways! Key thing is that as he speaks you do not harden your heart to his voice. Don’t say you haven’t heard him. 
Let me just highlight one of these, because I think thinks it’s in danger of being forgotten or lost: Every week you hear him speak when the Bible is heralded/taught/preached – whatever word you want to use – whether by me or someone else! This isn’t a ‘look at me, aren’t I important’ statement, it’s simply saying what is happening when we do what we’re doing now. Eph 4:11 – ‘It is HE who gave some to be …’ God’s gift to the church. I think I tend to play myself down – but truth is what the preacher/pastor does is one of the highest and most important thing anyone can do. It has been called the highest calling, and why it’s such a serious thing and why God expects high standards for those called to it, and why judgement is often stronger when a preacher fails. (See Eli’s sons!). We have to give an account – fearful thing to lead some astray – and it’s why Jesus strongest word in his time on earth were reserved for spiritual leaders and teachers who got it wrong. The preaching and teaching of the Bible isn’t something just to be sampled and discussed, taken of left as you please. It is to be considered as God’s word and authoritative. So if you find yourself always questioning, finding fault, the chances are it might not be the preachers fault! Not to say we’re above mistake or fault – we’re human. But when the Bible is read and taught properly it is God speaking and it’s not good to be too sceptical or critical. I worry for those who always find fault to be honest. Take it and enjoy it; let God feed you and teach you. 

There has been a long tradition in evangelical churches, back to the reformation, that the sermon is the pinnacle of the Sunday service – it’s why it’s traditionally been at the end. Everything else is leading up to and preparing for the sermon – the message from God. Friends – don’t lose this. And please pray for those of us that have the awesome responsibility of hearing from God and delivering his message. 
Of course, the whole thing of God speaking is that we’re meant to listen and respond in the right way – which takes us back to the story! That night, just before sunrise (the lamp hadn’t gone out) God speaks to young Samuel, with a message for Eli Himself (another sign of displeasure is that God will no longer talk directly to the old man). And what was the message he gave him? It was a shocking one, one that would make people tingle with fear; it was the message about the end of Eli and his family.

Eli’s response & his fall 

As we saw last week the rot had been set in for many years, abuse by the sons and half hearted reprimand by Eli, and despite a warning from an unnamed prophet from the Lord a few years earlier nothing has changed. Now God gives the message a second time – v11-14.  
Can you imagine how 12-13 yr old Samuel felt about that message! No wonder he didn’t want to tell Eli – v15! I get the sense that he kept his head down and avoided eye contact as he busied himself. But I think Eli knew the gist of what God had said, he knew what was coming – this just confirmed it. Look at his response in v18. How desperately sad is that! ‘If that is what he wants then let him do it’. Almost sounds spiritual, but it’s not! There’s no hint of regret at what he’s done, the way he’ and his boys have lived; no hint of repentance. Just a sense that things cannot be changed and that’s that. 

Now there’s a time for accepting God’s words and will – but not when it comes to sin! Repentance is the order of the day. Never right to say ‘It’s the way it is, the way I am, I can’t change’. It is true that what has been done cannot be undone and there are often painful consequences for past sins. But doesn’t mean that we cannot be sorry for them and be determined not to do them in the future! God will forgive you, even though the consequences may remain. 
These things are written for our example and teaching, so that we can avoid the same things. If you recognise a bit of fatalism in your heart then please here the word of the Lord to you this morning. Don’t simply copy Eli’s sin! Say sorry, change and do the right thing. 

 Ch 4 records for us how God brought about the end of Eli’s boys in battle line in battle and Eli’s own death as he falls off his seat in shock and sadness and breaks his neck 4:18.
It’s a sad, sad chap and I don’t want to dig too deep into it, but I must highlight one tragic aspect. The Israelites, God’s people, are attacked by the philistines and suffer a defeat. They regroup and decide they should take the ark of the covenant with them – it would give them success. In effect they take the trappings of religious with them vainly expecting these would give them success. End result - the precious Ark is captured (it’s this that really did for Eli – v4:14. Beware of Godless religious – style with no substance.
But as we finish let me take you back to Ch3. Here we read how after giving his message to Eli Samuel just carries on in the temple at Shiloh. He grows and the hand of the Lord is on him and spoke through him. It became clear to everyone who saw and heard him that he was the now the man to listen to from God – whatever he said came true. 

This was the start of a new beginning for the nation. It wasn’t without it’s hiccups, as we’ll see in the weeks ahead, but it was through Samuel that God would institute a new royal line that would lead to the eventual coming of Jesus. Jesus, who would be both King and priest – the perfect, unfailing priest, always living, faithful and fair H/P to intercede and represent us to God. 
So we’re seeing people, but through these people God is working out history. Did they know it at the time? Probably not. He’s working through us – who knows the bigger picture. But he’s working out his big plan – so let us be faithful in all we do. We might be just one person, might think ‘What can God do through me?’ But remember – it’s not what you can do, it’s what God can do through you. 
	End with CHS conversion. ‘Look and live’
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