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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 18th October 2015
Series name: n/a
Sermon # in series: n/a
Sermon Title: Doing the works of Jesus!
Bible Reference: John 14:12
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
I tell you the truth, whoever who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask anything in my name, and I will do it. John 14:12-14
What a stunning statement and promise from our Lord! Those who believe will do what he has been doing, and more! We can ask anything in his name and he will do it! Can there be anything more inspiring, encouraging than these words? I pray that the H/S will use them tonight to inspire us to attempt great things and expect great thing from the Lord!

First thing to see is that  

Jesus is describing the normal Christian life! ‘Whoever has faith in me’ – 
a. ‘Whoever’! what does that mean? Yes, its means what it says on the tin! Whoever, no exclusions! Whoever believes/trusts in Jesus. Whoever trusts Jesus as saviour and sincerely follows him as Lord (surely that’s the definition of a Christian anyway) will do these things. This is says Jesus normal – it’s normal to do the things he was doing! Not pastors, not super Xians, not evangelists, not the gifted, not the educated, not the students – but whoever! DON’T limit this!
b. It’s normal to do what Jesus did, to carry on doing what he was doing – v12a. Now that’s interesting, thrilling – but a bit perplexing tbh, because I don’t know one person who regularly or even occasionally turns water into wine, walks on water, feeds a crowd of people with a packed lunch or raises the dead!!! (Oh and he hasn’t even got as far as saying about doing greater things!) Does he really mean that we should all do these things? If he does we’re in big trouble! 

Clearly he doesn’t and other places tell us exactly that. Take 1 Cor 12 for eg, where Paul mentions a number of Spirit given gifts, things which most of us we certainly would agree can happen today (oh that they would!) and each time asks the question ‘do all  do this? Do all work miracles? Do all speak in tongues? – etc’ the obvious answer is no! Clearly, not all do; not all are given the same gifts, some do one thing, some do another – they are given as the Spirit wills. (But as an aside if these really are God’s gifts for the building up of the church then there should probably be some evidence of them, at least sometime!) 
So it’s safe to assume he’s not saying we should all be doing these supernatural things such as he did. So what were the things he did that we will do? 

The answer, as so often, lies in the context! Look and note well what Jesus says in 14:11 – ‘Believe me when I say that I am in the father and the father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves’. The miracles, the works he did were designed not simply to make people better, to help people in tough situations or to get them out of difficulties. Sure they did that, but the main purpose of them purpose was to make/enable people believe in him, trust him. He says the same thing in John 10:25 “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name testify about me” 

So when he says we’ll do the work/things that he did what he’s really saying we will do things that will lead people to trust me. It is normal for those who trust him to do things, live in a way that attract people to Jesus, that cause others to believe; at the very minimum he is saying that every Christian should be living, speaking, acting in a way that display the power of Jesus, the benefits of Jesus, the truth of Jesus. Our lives will, he says, point people to Him.

c. It’s normal to do even more than Jesus did! ‘He will do even greater things than these’! Again, not just some, but he expects that every believer will do greater things! What does he mean? Well if we think he means miracles then we’ll be hard pushed to beat walking on water, raising the dead, etc! Even again if we think of the gifts the Spirit gives Gods children none of them would classify as being greater than what Jesus did, and most don’t even get given the more ‘spectacular’ one anyway! 
So again, what does he mean? The clue I think is in ‘because I’m going to my Father in heaven’ – v12. What did they do more of after he’d gone to heaven?  John 20:21-23 recall some critical words of Jesus to his followers ‘Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” Here was a first promise and experience of the H/S for the apostles and note what it was connected with by Jesus – forgiveness of sins. This wasn’t to do with them being able to forgive sins, it was to do with spreading and sharing the good news that Jesus forgives sins (haven’t time to go into the nuances of that tonight). Then after he went to heaven he poured H/S on them without measure and as a result their words and actions took on a huge new dynamic and 1000’s believed – and it spread incredibly quickly, in a far greater way than it had during Jesus own ministry. 

The ‘greater works’ Jesus refers to have to do not with gifts and miracles but with the sharing of the good news by which many, many more will come to believe and follow Jesus. 
Now back to John 14 – and lastly I want to simply highlight this wonderful, wonderful  promise, which goes along with the ‘greater things’ we’ll do – v13 ‘and I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it’
No ifs no buts – is it really that good? Yes it is! Why ever would he write this blank cheque for us? Because he has available for us, ready and waiting for us to ask, everything we could ever need in order to enable us to do the works that will bring people to faith in him. He didn’t mean this as a promise about just anything we want – it’s specific to doing the work he’s left us to do for him. Anything we need to do the work he did he’ll give us, absolutely anything. No need to limit it! Courage, ability, strength, understanding, wisdom, boldness, the right words, health, and yes I believe finance as well! If it’s his work he wants done then he’ll finance the work too! This is not a prosperity gospel, offering wealth and health to people simply for their sakes to enjoy. It’s about everything we need to enable us to do everything he wants us to do. 
The only condition is that we ‘ask in his name’. What does that mean? This answer is obvious really isn’t it – it’s simply asking for the sort of things that he would ask so that he could do what Father asked him to! So what sort of things? Well we’ve answered that above! Things that glorified Father and his own name; things that reflected well on Father, things that would draw people to himself. It was never for his own sake, for his own ease – it was always and only for things that would enable him to do the work for which his father had sent him.

What a wonderful passage this is, what a wonderful promise – it should thrill our hearts; this is another part of the good news we have to both enjoy and to share.
Thank you Lord for this – but I feel a real challenge and conviction as I speak. God asks me and you ‘How normal is my life?’; ‘What sort of things do I tend to pray for?’; ‘What are my priorities in life?’ Is it myself, my comfort – of mind, heart, health, and if it is why? Why do we ask for those things? Is it really so that we can live for him? Truth is that we may be able to live just as well and shine just as brightly for him without those things! So let’s ask the H/S to search us this evening, in the quiet as we share the bread and wine and remember how our Lord Jesus came and lived totally, exclusively for the Fathers glory. ‘Father, it it is possible … - nevertheless ….’ Your will be done. Let me encourage you to open your hearts completely, fully, to his will, his ways – it is the way to glory, to his well done in glory and also to enjoy his joy and his peace in our hearts down here. 
May the Lord turn our hearts delight and inclination towards him, that his glory becomes our supreme delight, that all we do, every decision we make, every part of our life is lived in a way that is a living testimony to him; may we be open for him to charge us with his magnetism to draw people to him through what we do and what we say – for his glory

Quiet response and prayer
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