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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Assurance:

Many of us have recognised that God is being very gracious to us just at the moment. I’m not sure what to call it, or even if we should call it anything, but certainly based on what I’m seeing and feeling and especially what I’m hearing from several of you I do believe that we are being favoured with an extra measure of the presence and blessing of the Lord. I don’t want to go over the top or big things up – but none the less we should recognise and welcome what He’s doing, and be open for whatever he might say.
One passage that I’ve been drawn to over and over again these last 3-4 weeks is the wonderful 8th chapter of Romans and especially v15-17, where the God speaks to us about the work and ministry of the H/S in relation to the assurance of our salvation.
Coupled with this I’ve been re reading the life and ministry of Daniel Rowlands and the revival/awakening in Wales in the 1740’s which led to the creating of Welsh and English Methodism. It’s absolutely thrilling – but what has struck me is the supreme mark and manifestation of the work of the Spirit in that remarkable period was to bring people to an utter and total assurance, confidence, certainty about their relationship with God in Christ. It was this H/S wrought certainty of forgiveness of sins and God’s interest and love for them, and the sense of love and gratitude responding back to him that transformed the lives of so many. The signs of the work of the Spirit was not that people fell over, nor that there was lots of singing or prolonged meetings or any other physical or audible phenomena (all that happened!) – the truth was that these things were simply the response to the deep and inner work of the Spirit in giving to people a new and previously unknown certainty/assurance of salvation and God’s love and care for them.  The surest  evidence of a work of the Spirit in anyone is that he gives them a total conviction inside that their sins are forgiven, that God is on pleased with and delights in you; that you have passed from death to life. There is no way round it but that is an experience thing and a person either has it or they don’t.

I believe that it is for want of that, for lack of that inner witness and knowledge that so many professing believers today confess that they feel they lack something, something is missing; they long for more. It is for want of this inner assurance that believers struggle with doubts and fears and anxieties. I’m telling you that this is the answer to much of the stress and uncertainty and anxiety that plagues our western culture. If anyone, believer or unbeliever doesn’t have a complete assurance that God is for them then of course they are going to live with fear, etc. Here is the great need of our day – its for people to be saved and come to a certain knowledge that God is for them. Get thins and things change, priorities change, relationships are healed, work changes, lifestyles and habits change, destructive behaviours are more easily conquered. Friends, the great need of our world is to come to know Jesus and to know and feel his love and are.  This is why the message of Jesus is such ‘good news’ (the Gospel). Let’s not be ashamed of it! 
But there’s another thing, another result or consequence that follows from a lack of this experienced assurance of salvation – one that affects believers and sometimes sadly whole churches. It is dry, dull and almost dead formal, joyless Christianity where fear overrides pretty much all else. 
I’m not talking about unbelievers here. I’m talking about believers, good and honest Jesus trusting followers – but whose confidence really relies on what they have done or do.

Let me explain: There are many basis for our assurance of salvation. The two most common, the two most spoken about are the promises of Jesus promises or and whether or not we obey the Lord or not.

· Promises: Jesus in John 3:16 – ‘that whoever believes on him should not perish’; John 6:47 ‘whoever believes has eternal life’; Acts 16:30-31, Philippian Jailer ‘what must I do to be saved?’ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved …’. Here are glorious promises that we simply have to believe. Not complicated, just simple. wonderful, glorious good news. Is that enough? Yes it is enough, absolutely it’s enough for a person to believe and of course repent (that’s implied in the word!). They do not need to do anything else. 
But what about when doubts come in – ‘do I really believe?’ ‘Have I really repented?’ If I really believed why do I keep doing this or that, maybe I’m not a xian after all!’ In the end our measure of our confidence and assurance comes down to what we do and the strength of our belief. 
· Obedience: The is one of the other, I’d say ‘the’ other main thing that people base their assurance on – and there’s nothing wrong with it. Jesus says clearly in Matt 7:21 ‘Not everyone who says to me ‘Lord, Lord, will enter the Kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my father in heaven.’ How can I be sure I’ll get to heaven, that I’ll be accepted? By obeying the father, doing what he asks! That means repenting, turning from known sin; it means that we grow to be more like Jesus (1 Thess 3:4) John 14:21 ‘whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me’
Both are good and right, but they are both actually pretty man centred – we have to look at ourselves to see if we’re doing them. I believe therefore, I obey therefore. It’s focused on us.

Now I want to suggest to you that there is a world of difference between those things and being confident that God is pleased and delights in me! This is not deduced from what we do or have done, it is the work of the Holy Spirit as described here in Romans 8:14-17. 
What we read of here is not about what we do, but what God the H/S does for us and in us. There are three things aspects of His ministry in us and to us in these verses.
1) He leads us – v14, 2) He produces in us an overwhelming sense of love towards God - v15, and 3) he gives us an overwhelming sense that God loves us – v16
1. Those who are led by the Spirit of God are the sons of God (Rom 8:14) 
i. What does it mean to be ‘led by the Spirit?

The leading referred to here is not about what job we should have, where we should live, what car we should buy, etc. Note what comes immediately before – v13 - it’s about not living according to our natural human instincts and desires; about subduing the human, sinful, selfish nature, and letting our new spiritual nature and inclinations take precedence. The leading of the Spirit then is about him governing, controlling our everyday lives; our attitudes, speech, actions etc. It’s the same thing as Eph 5:18 – ‘being filled with the Spirit’, where Paul contrasts being filled with H/S with someone who is drunk with wine! Someone filled up with drink is controlled by the drink. We are not to be like that, we are to live our lives controlled by, ‘under the influence’ of the H/S.

ii. How does the Holy Spirit lead us?

Always in accordance with the Bible – He is the ‘the spirit of Truth’, Jn 14:17 and we know that the Bible is the word of truth. 
Thus H/S always leads us according to Bible truth, and usually directly from it. He may give direct insight to mind, but if from him such subjective prompting will always be in line with his revealed word. All we need to know is here. Therefore when we read it let us ask the Spirit to enlighten our minds, and stimulate our wills to obey it in everyday life. 
iii. What will the effects of his leading be? How can I tell if the things that are happening in my life are because of the Spirit?

Well, there are several things we can look for to see if he is leading us. A number of identifiers; a person led by the Spirit will: 

· Start to understand and view the world differently. They will understand the real problems are spiritual and not cultural. Will recognise the wrongs and injustices are the result of people rejection of God and his word, not just random and meaningless. Will recognise that the only hope is Jesus – either salvation or his return!
· An increasingly spiritual outlook on life and start asking questions like ‘What is God doing?’ Or ‘What is God saying?’ and looking for spiritual answers to those questions. A person whose life is not led by the Spirit will rarely ask such questions. Of course this radically affects the way we approach anything in life, and our reaction to it! Jesus wept at Laz. Tomb as he saw the effects of sin. So a spirit led person will start to look at the world through spiritual glasses. 

· An increasing awareness of their own sin and inability to do right. John 16:8 says that when He, that is the Spirit, comes he will convict the world of sin and unrighteousness. He is the ‘Holy’ Spirit, he loves what is pure, so the more he works in us, the more he leads us, the more we are going to see and hate the sin that is within us. We will realise how little we appreciate and love Jesus, we will see just how utterly dirty we are morally and spiritually in comparison with him. Friston falling over in the dark – light revealed the extend of cuts and bruises! 
· Be someone who has an increasing desire to do what pleases God. It cannot be otherwise! They’ll be trying hard to stop doing wrong and trying hard to do what is right and pleasing to God. A person led by the Spirit will increasingly find pleasure and satisfaction in doing what God wants, find that the things that are important to God become important to them and will seek to give God pleasure in all things
These then are some of the evidences of the Sprits leading in our lives.

 Do you have an increasing understanding about God, humanity and the world?

Do you have an increasingly spiritual outlook on life?

Do you have an increasing awareness of your sin and inability to do right?

Do you have an increasing desire to do what pleases God?

If we see these things evidenced in our lives we can be sure that we are a Xian, for ‘those that are led by the Spirit are sons of God’.

Prayer: For our humility before God and for his Spirit to be at work in us in ever increasing ways to produce these things.

Sing: 67 Breathe on me breath of God
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