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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
‘We want a King’ - 1 Samuel 8
Have you ever had the embarrassing situation you’ve said something that you later regret? Like talking about someone, only to discover the person has heard every word? Or where you’ve spoken in such a way that the real you has been exposed? 

I vividly remember a time when I was still at school …
Ch 8 of 1 Samuel is one of those passages for the Israelites – it exposes them for what they really were, and yet as I will show you these things I think we’ll see that actually in so many ways and in so many times we are just like them! 

1. They struggled with the tendency to rely on other things and not God
Samuel is getting old – v1. He’s drafted in his two sons to help him with the work load. But they were not like their father. Where he had lived only to serve God, they lived and served to line their own pockets – v3. They weren’t reliable, they weren’t fair and they couldn’t be trusted.

So given Sam age and that his sons, the most likely people to take over from him, weren’t to be trusted what did they do? They decide that the way to go is to appoint a king!  
Poor Sam, nothing like forced early retirement!  Understandably his immediate response was to take this as a personal slight – v6, (especially given that he’s actually got several more years of good leadership left in him, as we’ll see!. But the Lord quickly reassures him that it’s actually much more serious than just wanting him to take early retirement. This request wasn’t just a rejection of Sam, it was actually a rejection of him – God, v7. 

God was actually their king – it had been that way since the beginning of the nation when he rescued them from Egypt many years before. In doing that he led them, he was their mighty Saviour, their provider, their all conquering hero. In the song they sang after the escape through the red sea they sang of him as their king ‘The Lord will reign forever and ever’ – Ex 15:18. A few months later at Mt Sinai they agreed a covenant with him that he would be their leader, their king, that they would be his people and follow and obey him. 

Now here they are asking for a king – when they actually already have one! They want a human king, one they can see and hear, one who will go before them into battle that will fly the flag, that will be a larger than life, a figure head. It’s alright having God, but you can’t actually see him or hear him the same as you can a physical king. It wasn’t that they stopped believing in God, it’s not that they out rightly rejected him – but he wasn’t enough, they wanted, needed something else as well. And so subtly they replaced God with a human, one they could see and follow. 
There was another reason they wanted a king. It wasn’t just that Samuel was old that his sons were crooks. Ch 12:12 tells us that for the first time in a long time that they are facing a real and present danger, a physical threat. Nahash and the Ammonite army was massed on the border to invade. What was their reaction? ‘When you saw that Nahash, king of the Ammonites was moving against you, you said to me ‘we want a king to rule over us’. 
It’s the same as before - we want someone to help us, someone to go ahead of us, someone we can see. Again, we see this wasn’t an outright and complete rejection of God – but it was a substitute for him. In seeking the king they looking for something, someone tangible, visible. God wasn’t enough.
And in this they are not so much different to how we react sometimes: 

· We have a very real tendency to look for practical solutions to any problem we have, rather than the Lord. In fact we can almost leave him out of things. We can become great fixers. We plan and we scheme and we think if we have this or do that things will be different – when God stands there and says ‘Guys, what about me? Don’t you trust me?’ somehow trusting in God isn’t the same and we end up substituting him with other things.

· Sometimes we don’t reject God, but we do have a tendency to tell him what form of help he must send! Sure, they needed help – they assumed the answer must be to have a king! We can do very similar!
· Note also that in once sense the request/demand from the I’s for a king seemed perfectly logical and rational – but it was also sinful! It’s an easy mistake to make – when we want something badly we’ll justify it somehow! 
2. They wanted to be like everyone else

One of the reasons they gave for wanting a king was so that they could be like the ‘other nations’ – v5 & 19. These people had been called to follow God, to have him as their leader and to be different for him – but they wanted to be like everyone else! Despite Sams warnings and protestations they had got it into their heads that they would be better off being like others; they’d had enough of being different! With a king they’ll fit in, they’ll belong, they’ll be accepted. 
But this call to be like the other nations is to forget/ignore that the very reason for their existence was to be different. Deut 4:32-38 – called by God for God; called by God so that through them his glory and love and mercy and grace and power would be displayed to the nations around. They were never, ever meant to be the same! 
There’s a bit of this in most of us too isn’t there! We all want to be liked and accepted, and yet living in a world and culture that is anti God makes that hard unless we compromise in some way. Truth is that like the Israelites we have been called to be different. Eph 1:4 ‘God chose us before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight’. And in v12 it says that ‘we might be for the praise of his glory’.  We’ve been called to be different. Rom 12 speaks about not conforming to the pattern of this world, but being transformed into Christ’s likeness. This is our calling – it’s not anti world, it’s just pro God! 
3. They didn’t listen to reason and common sense: 

‘Samuel, we want a King’ Now we might understand their concerns about his boys seizing power when he dies – but the solution they propose don’t really make sense, as Sam points out.

· Why would a king dynasty be any different from any other? After all, if Eli’s didn’t and Sam’s didn’t, what hope a kings? They really hadn’t thought this through had they!

· Sam’s Points out  the cost -  8v10f. Having a king, going down this route will cost you dearly – is it really worth the price? He’ll conscript your sons to his service; he’ll call your daughters to be his domestics; he’ll take your best fields and take a share of the rest of what you grow; He’ll claim the best of your cattle and livestock – you’ll basically all become his slaves, living for him. I’m telling you, he says, v11, you’ll live to regret this! No – we want a king they insist. 
· Sam points out that they just don’t need a king, Ch 12. If it ain’t broke, why fix it? He reminds them that God has never let them down. From Day 1 in Egypt he’d always given good leaders, he’s looked after them, provided for them, defended them, blessed them. Even when they’d forgotten God he hadn’t forgotten them and in their hour of need had raised up leaders to save/rescue them- 12:9. 
Whatever way you looked at it this decision was a bad one – yet they wouldn’t listen.

Again – are these people not a mirror of what our hearts and minds are like so often? We know the price of sin, we know there will be consequences, yet we still do it! We still choose to be short termist, grabbing the instant at the cost of losing the eternal! The wages of sin is death – something dies when we sin, when we disobey God. As a believer you’re relationship cannot change – but choosing to disobey will hurt it, hinder it. It grieves God, your relationship with God dies a little. You hurt others – it kills something.
Thankfully, wonderfully God is faithful and will restore when we return to him, so there’s two final applications to this:

· Are you being tempted to do what you know is wrong? Tempted to fit in with ‘the world’? struggling to keep loyal, finding loyalties being pulled? God calls you and warns you through his word – it won’t be what you think? It will disappoint, it will cost you!
· Others may be convicted by all this and be thinking ‘Yep, that’s me’ etc, is all lost? Have I completely destroyed and ruined everything?’. The wonderful message of Jesus is ‘No you haven’t! The great news, the good news, is that yes you may have been a fool, you may have hurt him and yourself, but he is always ready to forgive and restore you. Prodigal son to finish. End question: who do you want to be your king?
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