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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
‘Do not be afraid,” Samuel replied. “You have done all this evil; yet do not turn away from the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart.’ 1 Samuel 12
The king has been asked for, identified and properly appointed. Now Samuels days as leader come to an end and this passage is the official handover, the transition from Samuel’s leadership under God to the leadership of the king. And Samuel is anxious for them for the future; he knows they have made a poor choice in wanting a human king and that danger lies ahead. So whilst he cannot stop them doing what they have done, he can at least let them go with the best advice he can give them. (Bit like being a parent!)

So he has to say it one more time before he leaves centre stage – what they’ve done is poor, it’s bad, it’s a rejection of God and they need to understand exactly what it means and that there will consequences. They have to accept responsibility for their actions. There are two parts to this – we don’t need to go into them in depth, but 

1. He wants them to acknowledge that there was nothing that he’d ever done that warranted them rejecting him – v1-5
2. He wants them to acknowledge that there was nothing that God had ever done that warranted them rejecting him – v6-11.
So he’d always looked after you, provided for you and helped you when you asked him to – yet when Nahash comes against you say ‘we want a king – even though you’ve got a king that has always been everything you could ever want or need!’ What were you doing? Why? What are you thinking! 
And we might ask ourselves this question to sometimes! For we have the same God and Jesus is our king. Yet sometimes it’s like we don’t believe him, don’t think he’s enough, don’t think what he does is right – but his track record over 1000’s of years, and even in our own lives is impeccable! Someone hear walking away from the God who saved you, cares for you, provides for you? Why? What are you thinking – there will be consequences!
Back to Samuel and what we see in v13-14f is that what he says is though it’s all change, actually nothing changes! Now they have a human king, but God is still their ultimate king and they still have the supreme responsibility to obey and honour him. And if they don’t follow the Lord then trouble will come – v15. You might think things have changed – but actually nothing has changed; and so it is with us. Like it or not, believe it or not each of us will have to give an account to him. Your rejection won’t change that – it will just make it a much worse experience! 
And to make the point – he really wants to make this last speech count, this is his last chance to get them to see sense – he shows them the real power of God. Rain in the dry season – v17-18. So unusual that is couldn’t be coincidence that it coincided with what he said! 
Effect of the words and the storm? v19 - they realise what he’s saying is right they have done, they accept the blame and ask for mercy. They are rebels, they are sinners against a God who has loved them cared for them, been faithful to them; a God who has only and ever had their good at heart – and they have rejected him.  
So the words have the desired effect, for this wasn’t just a mindless, selfish rant from a rejected Samuel – this was a loving, heartfelt warning from a spiritual father who didn’t want them to make things any worse for themselves than they already were.

And we need to know that this is always Gods heart with us as well. Sometimes his word hits home – that’s what the H/S does – he brings what he calls ‘conviction of sin; awareness of guilt and blame before God; brings shame and fear. 
Now I know that it’s unfashionable to talk about putting the fear of God into people – but we need a bit of it! Everything these days is so gently, gently – mustn’t offend! A bit of fear is sometimes what’s needed! It’s why we get verse like Col 4:6 – ‘Because of these things the wrath of God is coming’ 

Imagine there's no heaven, It's easy if you try. No hell below us, Above us only sky, Imagine all the people , living for today...,’ Yep, doesn’t take a lot of imagination! Take away the hope of heaven, of something better, no final reckoning or right and wrong and you take away hope. Take away Hell and there’s no restraint because there’s nothing to be afraid of! Genius John Lennon!! Therein lies so much of what is wrong with the world today – yet that song was voted the most popular of the 20th century. Says it all really doesn’t it!

But isn’t God unfair to make us feel bad, to make us afraid? No, because sometimes it takes that to motivate us to take action, to change our hearts and minds. Often until we realise the danger were in we won’t change and will keep making the same mistake and thus making matter worse. Why are most people still content to live without God? Why are they not queuing at the doors to get in? because they don’t feel their need, don’t have a sense of guilt before God. 

So in love he warns us – like Sam did the people in his day. God doesn’t point his finger and make you feel bad because he gets some perverse pleasure out of it – he does it because he loves you and wants you to come to him for the answer and help he’s ready and waiting to give. 

God so loved the world that he sent his only son. Jesus came to seek and to save those who are lost. 
Day will come for judgement, but this is the day of rescue, this is the day of salvation – if you’re not yet sure your saved and safe with God then run to Jesus today. Do it quickly before it’s too late. Don’t ask me to pray for you – pray to Jesus and ask him to forgive you and make you accept to Father God.
And so Samuels apparently harsh words to the Israelites were all designed to get them to see that actually following God and serving God was by far the better way! Look at v20-21 – turn back to God, serve him, respect him, honour him and you’ll still, despite all you’ve done, and receive all the blessings of the covenant he made with you. 

Is there a Christian, a child of God who is actively choosing against God? You’re choosing not to put him first? Today he stands with arms out wide to welcome you back – not reluctantly but gladly. Prodigal son. 
Maybe you’re not one that sees obvious rebellion. Maybe yours is more subtle – so subtle that even you haven’t noticed it. You see, it has to be said that the call for a king wasn’t obviously a rejection of God. It really wasn’t that unreasonable and at no time did they say they didn’t want God or were rejecting his covenant did they!

No, it was much more subtle and ours is too so often. We still worship the Lord, sing, pray, do things for him, help others, etc – but sometimes without realising it others things have taken his place, other priorities start to call the shots and govern our decisions. 

Then we start to wonder after a while why things are going wrong - family, health, money, plans? Have you asked whether maybe this is God shouting at you to get your attention to serve him with all your heart?
The call in this passage is the same for us as it was for Sams day – to love and serve the Lord with all our hearts. Regardless of the past – and perhaps because of the past the call is to come follow him and love him who loved you first, who called you, who died for you, who rose again for you, who lives for you, who prays for you and who’s coming again for you. 
Let’s bow and worship, let’s express our faith and our dependence on him, personally and together, as we share the bread and cup together.
Sing: 
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