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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Sermon Title: The King has come – so now what?
Bible Reference: Matthew 6:33
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
The King has come and the celebrations are about over! So what does it mean to us this coming year? As we stand at the threshold, with the year, with all its uncertainties spread out before us, what does the fact that the King has come, was born, died, rose again and lives to intercede for us, what does this fact mean to us?

Well in reality it’s no different this year than any other! It’s what he tells us in Matthew 6:33 -‘Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness’ which also comes with a promise ‘And all these things will be given to you as well’

So our main priority, individually and together,  is to seek his kingdom and to seek his righteousness. Nothing else comes before this as his people. 

But what does it mean to ‘seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness’? Well, it means to us exactly the same as it did to the people he called to be his followers when he was here on earth. 
Think about the disciples he called as he walked besides the lake or Matthew in the tax booth. ‘Come follow me’ he said. Which meant leaving all, risking all, committing all to follow him. It meant a change of priorities and allegiances – leaving their nets and being with him, helping him, supporting him, learning from him.  

He maybe doesn’t ask for such literal following for most of us – he doesn’t ask many to physically give up a job, or move, or whatever. But he has called us to a total change of direction and priorities in life and in that sense it’s really no less for us than for those first disciples – to follow Jesus means to let him take the lead, to let his priorities become ours, his loves our loves, his hates our hates. 
It means to let him be our teacher. This is really important. For the disciples in the Bible Jesus became their rabbi, they became his pupils; was a teacher pupil relationship - and again it’s the same with us.
A central part of being a Xian is saying to Jesus himself that you want to learn from him, and to be willing and desiring (wanting, eager) that he shapes our lives to be like his.  In Rom 12:1-2 God says to us to – ‘Give your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him. Don’t copy the behaviour and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think.’ This passage says 'Give him everything, devote everything to him – it’s the only really appropriate thing for someone whose been saved from so much and given such a wonderful future.'
So this is the thing – it’s having Jesus' priorities in your life. But Jesus is saying more that just a generality - he's not just saying -'well if it happens it happens'. He's being very specific, he's calling you to be intentional about these things. Note what he says - Seek first. ‘Seek’, look for them,  don’t just wait for them, be active, be proactive, be intentional. 

This is very, very important – and a lack of this is one of the reasons why some Xians become disappointed and disillusioned with their life. They stop seeking, they stop being proactive and instead just kind of expect God to do certain things. The promise of having all the things added to us is to those who ‘seek first’ the kingdom, for those who don’t just sit and wait, who don’t just see it as an optional extra, something to fit in if they have time.
Big challenge for us as we enter this year – and a big goal to aim for, putting Jesus for! Time to pause and think – is he really first? Am I really seeking, desiring, yearning, longing for his kingdom, rule? Is he number 1 priority in my life? 

Let’s not kid ourselves – to follow Jesus is pretty much all or nothing. You’re in or you’re out; not really half measures. ‘Seek first the kingdom of heaven and his righteousness’
So the Spirit searches us and asks ‘Are you in or out? With him or against him? Will he be first? Do you think enough of him, do you appreciate what he’s done enough to be prepared to give up all for him, to really let his priorities be yours? Will you rally round his call to arms, will you fall in behind him and follow him as your master as we start the year?
That’s the general meaning. But what of the specifics? To seek his kingdom and righteousness will mean 
i. You’ll seek his control and rule – in your life and in the world in general. ‘Your kingdom come on earth, in my life, as it is in heaven’. It means to strive and try as hard as you can to let him set your goals, priorities in life. You’ll discover those in his word the Bible – so 

ii. You’ll read the Bible, Not simply be as a chore, mere duty or responsibility but it will be with a desire for him to speak to you. Those seeking the kingdom and his righteousness love the Bible because this is where he speaks to you, where he talks, leads, guides you, where you get to understand what he wants you to be and do as his follower
iii. You’ll have a desire to meet regularly with other Xians – you’ll enjoy the company of Christians more and more, people who share the same values; people who encourage you and support you along the way. Church on Sundays will be a top priority – the day, or even the whole week will generally be planned and shaped around it – because this is where you get filled and topped up; this is where you get your instructions from God to help you serve him the rest of the week. It should never be a chore to meet with Gods people for worship and learning!

iv. You’ll want to talk to him – privately. You’ll ask him questions, you’ll want his help and advice and guidance. 

v. You’ll want to become like him - ‘and his righteousness’.  Eph 1:5 tells us very clearly that part of God purpose in calling you was that you might become ‘holy and blameless in his sight’. You’ll grow to dislike your old way of life, the sins you committed, etc; in fact you’ll probably find yourself saying more and more, like the apostle Paul in the Bible ‘Oh wretched man that I am’ You’ll have a growing dissatisfaction with what you are and a greater desire to be like Jesus. 

· Note - that sense of disappointment/frustration isn’t a sign that you’re not saved – it’s a very good sign that you are! Remember, you didn’t feel like that before did you!

vi. You’ll want his kingdom and influence to grow. In other words you’ll want others to be willing to bow the knee before him and let him be Lord. You’ll have what we might call 'a mission heart' – a heart that reaches out to tell others and introduce others to Jesus - locally and around the world.
The kingdom of God and his righteousness – this is our priority as a church, this is your priority as an individual follower. 

What might that mean for you? If I really throw myself into this what about me? What about my family? I’ve got legitimate demands on my time and energy, I can’t just drop them – can I?
No, it’s not all about giving up work and joining a monastery – though you might sometimes wish to! It’s about his priorities becoming yours in your everyday life - whatever your life looks like. You’re a mum/dad? Then be the best mum/dad you can be! You’ll do that by becoming like Jesus and putting him first; by encouraging your children and leading them to love Jesus and putting him first. Employee? It’s about being the best employee you can be, honouring Jesus in the way you work, talk, react, etc. You’re a carer? It’s about the way you care for others – showing love and compassion and patience and gentleness. You’re a neighbour? It’s about being a good and thoughtful neighbour, it about being a good example and sharing the love, gentleness and thoughtfulness of Jesus. Pray for them, tell them about your Sunday.  

And church? Yes – it means giving the church family time and space, supporting what we do and the efforts we make together.

And you know what? ‘And all these other practical things will be given you as well’! Wow, what a promise. Put Jesus first and he undertakes to look after the consequences, to make sure you have all you need practically, physically. And you know what? He’ll enable you to be happy and content with it! You’ll find your priorities change in ways you didn’t expect. 

This year let us resolve to do our very, very, best to continually put him first; lets test him in this and see what he does. One thing for sure – his word promises that you’ll not be disappointed.

Prayer
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