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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 10th January 2016
Series name: N/A
Sermon # in series: N/A
Sermon Title: ‘If anyone is thirsty’
Bible Reference: John 7:37-38
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” John 7:37-38
There is a beautiful simplicity about these words of Jesus. We looked at them a few months ago but I’ve felt the tug of the H/S this week to go back a revisit and listen again, think again, grasp again the beauty and wonder of exactly what he’s saying. 
Prayer

This morning we saw poor Saul relying on the religious rite of a sacrifice, believing somehow that this would secure God’s help and protection. What he did was wrong for all sorts of reasons and at all kinds of levels. Samuel’s response was that he was a fool! You see, in making that sacrifice Saul thought he was doing the right thing and for a few minutes it probably made him feel relieved, better as he thought he was doing something useful, important or whatever – but actually what he did was his undoing! At the end of the day his being religious was no substitute for obedience and relationship with God
It seems to me that it’s so very easy for any of us to fall into the same mistake – substituting religion for Jesus. There are times and seasons when we find ourselves going through the rites of religion – coming to church, serving in ministry, giving our offerings, reading the Bible, helping others, saying prayers (note I says ‘saying prayers – not ‘praying’), etc, etc. The end product of that is that whilst it might all be good it is gives little peace, little rest, little real joy in our lives. In fact, if we stop and think about it really just leaves us tired, with none of the blessings and help we actually seek!
Why do I come back to this? Because the people Jesus was talking to here in John 7 were in just that situation. They were good religious people – they were after all in the temple. Many had travelled miles to get there for the feast of tabernacles which was the highlight, the happiest, most joy filled of all the annual feasts the Jews kept each year.  The final day was the climax and the climax of the climax was the priest pouring out a pitcher of water on the Altar – symbolising God’s provision of water in the wilderness. 
It was in the midst of this that Jesus stood up and cried out at the top of his voice ‘If anyone is thirsty let him come to me and drink’. 
The effect then would have been dramatic. Not only in spectacle but in meaning as the people let what he said sink in. 

Firstly they would have known that he was claiming that this festival was all about him; that he was in fact the one pointed to by the water, that he was the life giving water from God. They would have known that.

But secondly; he was talking to crowds of people that desperately wanted to know that God was pleased with them, that he was for them and not against, that their sins were forgiven; for them these rituals and customs and celebrations were all part of that – but tomorrow they would be going home and nothing about their life would really have changed. Like Saul, like us at times, these people were relying on dead customs and religion for refreshing and help and comfort – but they couldn’t give it. Well, maybe for a few hours, but after that it’s back to the grind!
What Jesus says is that it doesn’t have to be like that! Look again at what he says - ‘If anyone is thirsty let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me … streams of living water will flow from within him’. Look at that last part! It’s clear that Jesus doesn’t view believing in him as a one of thing, a few days of joy and then back to normal. No, he says that believing, trusting him will, not should, not might but will make a difference to whoever believes! That’s us; this is his promise and desire for us. This has to be the greatest invitation we can ever accept! And notice first that it’s for
1. Anyone

This invitation is given to all! If anyone …. ! Skeptic, doubter, believer or atheist, single, married, divorced; old, young, gay, straight or bi, addicted to drink, drugs, food or sex; the person who struggles with eating disorder, anxiety or abuse; if you’re in debt or if you’re rich, employed or unemployed – the invitation is to anyone who thirsts. 
2. This is the only requirement – to be thirsty. Thirst can be felt in many ways – a sense of dryness, dry and unsatisfied inside, a lack of value or worth (it’s why some find it hard to motivate to action; a lack of love and a deep loneliness, a sense of anxiety and a lack of peace – alienated from God and people. Whatever our thirst – Jesus says to any and all, come to me! 
Yes, it really is that simple. It’s what we say to our unbelieving family and friends. But it’s what we, God’s children, need to hear as well. Many enter seasons of life where they experience one or more of those symptoms of thirst I’ve just mentioned. When we feel that thirst – for whatever reason – maybe we struggle with a sin, a weakness, an illness, a past that leaves us spiritually thirsty. The answer is always the same – 

3. Come to Jesus! He is the answer; whatever you need, you’ll find it in him. But what does it mean to ‘come to Jesus’? To come to Jesus simply means to ‘believe in him’ as v38 tells us. But what does it mean to ‘believe in Jesus’? (Cp also 6:35-37, and v40) I fear that in our jingoistic world it’s one of those phases that has lost most of it’s meaning. I have so many people say ‘Yes I believe in Jesus’ – but it makes no difference to them. Sadly the same can be true, and is true, with us as Christians at times. To believe in Jesus is not just to believe in him historically, or even to believe that what he says was true; it’s not even to believe that he’s the Saviour, etc. To truly believe means to trust him, it means to depend fully, completely on him, it means to entrust ourselves to him – completely. To throw ourselves on him – not just for salvation but for life. Set aside your own hopes and dreams and come to me, follow me. Does that seem hard? It won’t if you’re thirsty! If you’ve backslidden you’ll know the mess it got you into! Jesus says ‘come to me! You’re thirsty, you’re dry; you’ve wandered away and forgotten me, you’ve replaced me with other things or people – but look where it’s got you! Come to me!’ this isn’t a stick of discipline, it’s an invitation of love.  Come to me … believe, trust, entrust yourself to me again …’.

4. And drink! Drink! Not just a sip, not just tasting, not just enough to wet the tip of your tongue, but a real drink! Ever been really, really thirsty? Desperately thirsty? Hot day, gardening? When you get to a drink you don’t just have a little sip – to drip and drink, you refill and drink again! This is what Jesus is talking about here; he invites us to find all that he is for us, to plunge in and to put ourselves totally on him. You see, to stand on the edge and dip in a little bit – it’s OK but it won’t really do the job. Hold back – for whatever reason – and you’ll not experience the full thirst quenching peace and joy and rest and satisfaction Jesus has for you. Step out and completely put your trust in him – for everything and you will discover more than you dreamt possible
Now if you’re not really thirsty, not really desperate you’re not going to do this! But if you are then do it, come to him and drink – and what will happen? V38
5. Streams of living water will flow out from you
Not a few drops, not a cup full, not a bucket full, not even a stream (as per NIV) – but  rivers …! Rivers – that conveys huge, continual supplies are promised not just to us but from us! Now this tells me that we’ll both find ourselves fully satisfied by Jesus and all he is and has but we’ll have so much we’ll overflow out to others! 

What is the living water? It’s none less than the Spirit himself. when we come to Jesus he gives the H/S and his work is to minister to work in to satisfy both ourselves and others. You know – we all know we’re called to minister to others don’t we; but oh how hard that is. So often we feel we have nothing to give, that we don’t know what to say or do, that we haven’t got the energy, etc. When we try to do this of ourselves, motivated only by the need to do our religious rights, when we do things because they have to be done – then of course we have nothing to give. But go to Jesus, throw ourselves on him and the H/S will do the rest. Out of your dry arid heart he will flow up to satisfy both you and others.  

Who’s this for? Lets go back to where we started! Anyone! Whoever!  Yes we can share this with unbelievers – it’s great news for them. (Is that you?) But it’s wonderful news for us who are Gods people also! 
Are you dry? Stressed, struggling, unsatisfied? Then go to Jesus, trust him, throw yourself on him fully, and out of you will flow these rivers of living, life giving, refreshing waters!

Oh Lord do this for your sake! Create in us soul thirst and don’t let us be satisfied with anything less than yourself. 
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