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Sermon Title: Fear or Faith
Bible Reference: 1 Samuel 14

A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart

My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   

Saul’s Fear and Jonathan’s faith

Jonathan had provoked the Philistine’s to mass their ranks against the Israelites. Saul in fear acted hastily and foolishly and offered the sacrifice that only Sam should have offered. 

Sam is displeased and told Saul so – and having done so he leaves him to his own devises with just 600 unarmed (13.22) men.
It really is a desperate situation. Israel is on it’s knees and the king seems unwilling or unable to do anything. This man who a few months before had been chosen and hailed and acclaimed is a wreck. Faced with imminent attack he just sits under a tree, 14:2. His men are around him but he seems frozen – he doesn’t even ask the priest to try to get a word from the Lord. He’s just inert.

Jonathan his son, the one whose daredevil antics had so provoked the Philistines, can't sit there looking, watching and waiting for the inevitable defeat any longer. He quietly slips away from the group with a plan forming in his mind 14:1. With only his armour bearer as company he proposes to cross the steep ravine that separates Saul and his men from a nearby Philistine outpost and scale the cliff face the other side with the intention – if God says so – of inflicting some damage on the enemy.

The difference between Jon and Saul is stark. Saul has been foolish and now lives in fear whilst Jonathan positively bristles with daring and faith. “Let’s go across to the outpost of those pagans,” Jonathan said to his armour bearer. “Perhaps the Lord will help us, for nothing can hinder the Lord. He can win a battle whether he has many warriors or only a few!” 14:6 [NLT]. 

NIV says ‘uncircumcised fellows’ – not an insult, no racism but simply a statement that says that the enemy were not part of Gods people, and as such had no protection from God, they had no special powers or privileges. As such they would be powerless before God and for him the question was not could God do it, but did he want to? Did he want Jon to go up against them? If he did then it really didn’t matter if Jonathan went by himself or with a battalion – God himself could do it by one man or a great hoard! 

 He is not going to be presumptuous, he’s not going to simply rush in - he intends to go in such a way as to find out from the Lord if He’s going to fight with him or not. So he resolves to set up a scenario where God can reveal to him whether he should attack or not – 14:9.

Long story short  - The Lord says ‘Go’; so Jonathan goes and as he does God goes with him; much supernatural inspired confusion follows (it’s the only explanation. These were highly trained military men – that 2 men, only one of which is armed, could kill 20 people who were ready and waiting for them, and then cause a mass stampede of the rest is only explained by God’s supernatural intervention).

The sound of the chaos on the other side of the valley reaches the ears of Saul and his men they could see something was unfolding across the ravine and Saul only then asks the priest to ask the Lord what he should do – 14:18! Even as he is doing that things develop and it sawns on Saul,that this is the moment to capitalise on the panic in the Philistines. So having told the priest to seek the Lord he then tells him to stop, he hasn’t got time to wait for the answer, v19. 

So better late than never Saul and his bedraggled men join in the battle and that day a great victory was won – no thanks to Saul himself! 

What a difference between Jonathan and his father. What we’re beginning to see is that Saul is not half the man that we should he was. His son Jonathan puts him to shame by his faith, by his courage and by his leadership of others. (Keep this young man in mind because he’s going to become a major part of the story when David comes on the scene! If you know David you’ll start to realise already why He and Jonathan became such good mates!) 

What do we learn from all this?

1. First lesson is about leadership! Saul was meant to be the leader, leadership is about inspiring others for good – but he utterly failed. Why? Because he lived in fear! What at first seemed to be a noble humility (not telling his uncle what Sam had said to him; hiding in the luggage during the vote) gradually reveals itself to be nothing better than sheer fear. Turns out that he was afraid of his own shadow! OK, many of us understand that – but for believers fear is to be overcome by faith, and that’s something that seems entirely absent in Saul. God could have used Saul (he did after all when he empowered him against Nahash); your natural disposition is no bar from God using you - you just need to have a willingness to let him do that! That was where Saul failed!   

How different this is to Jonathan who simply will not accept the status quo and allow God’s name and honour to be ridden over. He has total trust in God, and as a result he’s a man that inspires others – even those who were previously diffident and afraid.

There is a need for leaders like Jonathan today – in church and in our homes (especially in homes). Parents of all ages, you are called to be leaders of your family; you are not called to serve your children, but to lead them, to inspire them, to guide them. That’s not simply about saying or doing the right things, it’s about setting the example of trusting the Lord. The greatest legacy you can leave your children of any age is that of an example of trust and obedience to God. Putting God first – how else will they learn it if they don’t see it in parents? 

· Group leaders in church …

· Mature saints in church … (Don’t take a back seat and say ‘its time for others’! Set the example of faith; encourage others, and keep stepping out yourself) 

2. Second lesson is about faith. It’s clear in these events that sometimes faith is about willing to wait and other times its about being willing to step out and take action. Sometimes to do something is actually disobedience and not faith – Abraham and Hagar; Saul and the burnt offering. On the other hand, sometimes to wait is disobedience – Saul should not have been sitting under the tree wringing his hands helplessly. He should have done what his son did – his calling was to lead the people to freedom! 
So often we wait when we should be acting and act when we should be waiting! How do we know which is which? Listen to his word! Does he forbid it? Then don’t do it! Does he command it? Then do it! If it says nothing follow your conscience! 10:7 – ‘once these signs are fulfilled, do whatever your hand finds to do, for God is with you’. Adam and Eve didn’t have a long list of things not to do – just one. The rest they could do! We are free to do whatever we want – apart from disobeying the Lord. Whatever you do, whether it’s waiting or doing, do it in faith, believing it’s what the Lord wants you to do. Don’t do it out of fear – he hasn’t called you to that!

3. The final lesson/application has to be the very simple reminder that nothing is impossible with God. If he’s asked you or allowed you to do something for his glory and honour he will enable you to do it; if he calls he equips! You have the H/S in you – he is the one who raised Jesus from the dead! If he can do that then there’s nothing he cannot enable you to do! God is not limited by our abilities – only by our faith to believe and trust him. 

When you’re in a seemingly impossible situation – he can deliver, he can and will work it for your good. Only keep trust in him; don’t jump too soon and don’t sit back and think nothing can be done – he can do it! 

Pause to think and assess personally

Prayer:

· For those facing seemingly impossible situations.

· For parents and leaders

· For those having to wait and for those needing to get up and do. 
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