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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Sermon # in series: N/A
Sermon Title: ‘The Lord Longs to be gracious’
Bible Reference: Isaiah 30
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
God is waiting to bless you! – Isaiah 30

History

· Isaiah date and world events: Israel is fearful of invasion from the mighty Assyrian army (show map). She knows she is utterly powerless against them; they have rolled over every country they have entered and in truth, she is just a minnow against this giant.

Her response is to look to look to Egypt for help. E was the superpower of the south and so Israel seeks to hide under her shelter and benefit from her might.

But it’s an agreement that exerts a huge price – (look at how he describes the convoys of payment going down to Egypt to pay for this protection - v6).

The tragedy is that it will prove utterly useless; Look at what the Lord, who could see and knew what was going to happen, says - v5, v7! It’s an arrangement doomed to failure; Egypt will not provide the support and help and protection they want when it comes to it. 
What we have here is a passage that is just full of lessons, instruction and blessings for us if we will take on board the wonderful promises the Lord reminds us of here. Let me take you through it and I trust it will bless your heart as it has mine this week.

The response of the Israelites was problematic to God at so many levels

i. It’s most important when we read this is to keep in mind at all times that the Israelites were God’s people. He has chosen them, called them, rescued them, he had plans for them to bless them. All that we see in the passage is against this back drop of God wanting to bless his people. And that’s the big thing I think he wants to say to us tonight!
These were his people – he had covenanted to keep them, watch over them, protect them and provide for them. Yet faced with the threat of Assyrian power they didn’t even consult him or ask for his help. Instead they made their own plans and looked to Egypt for help. You’re already sensing that was a mistake aren’t you!
Do we need reminding that we are God’s people? You are part of his people; you have been chosen, called, rescued and set apart for the Lord. He has made a covenant, a solemn promise to you to bless you, to look after you, to provide for you, to give you everything you need. You are the most favoured, privileged person – you’re a child of the king, the Lord of heavens armies, the one who owns the cattle on a 1000 hills! 
And yet how like Israel we are prone to be when faced with situations that threatened us. How often, instead of running and hiding under the wings of our mighty heavenly father and protector, we do all we can by ourselves, at huge cost, to protect or escape. When we feel threatened we plan, we work, we worry, we work harder, we do all we can to protect ourselves or to dig ourselves out of the muddle, to ensure we look after our family and others. We invest huge amounts of time and nervous energy, sleepless nights; we sacrifice family time, close relationships – telling ourselves it’s a short term cost for a long term goal. So like the I’s in v6-7 with their camels laden down with the nations treasures – to pay for useless protection. 

If all this work and sacrifice worked it would be fine – but it doesn’t! People, believers still wracked with worry, still anxious, still striving, never satisfied, never have enough, etc, etc
ii. We pay a heavy price for not trusting The Lord – at our own hands and his. v12!

Their rejection of God, their trust in ‘another’, their sin (let’s call it what it is!) will be their undoing. Rather than saving them it will collapse in and make things even worse – they will be utterly broken. Oh it’s a dangerous thing to stand outside of the Lord’s protection. 
One of the sad things about the people here is that there were people warning them about what they were doing but they wouldn’t listen. There were those who urged a different approach – those who urged loyalty, dedication and trust in God but they are told to be quiet – Read v10. Stop being such bores and get with it. Tell us something nice for a change and stop complaining and being so negative. Oh be careful how you listen to God’s word and his shepherds. 

So trouble will come to them because of their choice – v12 ‘Because’ makes it very clear that the trouble they will experience is because of the choice they made about God! 

But why would God do this? Out of anger and frustration? 
No it’s because he wants to bless his people! He called them to bless them and show his glory through them, to show to all nations how much better it is to follow him. God really wants to bless his people – that is his overriding desire. But he’s also a Holy God and so he cannot bless those who insist on walking in sin and not trusting him. However much he might want bless his people he cannot appear to convey that sin doesn’t matter – he cannot simply overlook it.
Listen – God wants to bless you – it’s why he saved you. Can anything be better than the blessings of the all wise, all good God? Do you really think that what you choose can really be better than what he wants to give? It might feel comforting that you’re doing something to help yourself (a bit like Saul making the sacrifice I guess!) – but anything we can do is at best but a very poor 2nd to what God, the Almighty one, wants to do! 

Thus we must come to the positive. 

iii. The answer when faced with the overwhelming threat is not action but repentance and trust – v15.
The answer to your problem is not actually in Egypt, but in me says the Lord. It’s in returning to me, in walking the hard path of repentance. This is where your help lies. It’s not in selling your family treasures and walking hard miles to Egypt; it’s actually much simpler, much less costly, much less effort than that - in quiet trust is where you’ll discover strength. 
Egypt is a lose, lose situation – they won’t do what you want them to do, and in addition, as long as you trust them you’re actually losing and missing the blessing I want to give you! You’d think it’s a no brainer – but sadly they were having none of it– v16-17! 

· Let’s say it again - He called you to bless you! He called you, he adopted you because he wants to lift you up, to help you and to give you much more than the Egypt of this world can ever give you! 

iv. Our rejection doesn’t change God’s will for us – v18

Stunning verse- v18 – ‘Longs’ = ‘waits’. You won’t accept his help and blessing, his protection now? OK, so he’ll wait until you will! How majestic, how wonderful this is. What a God! 
He doesn’t want to wait – he’d prefer to bless you now. He’d prefer to enrich and give you the very best and for you to enjoy his peace which passes understanding and joy unspeakable he’d prefer to give that to you now. 
v. The Lord wants to bless, he is waiting for you to come to him. V19f ‘He will be gracious if you ask him for help’! Why then don’t they come? Do they doubt him? Do they doubt he’s sufficient? Do they doubt they can really be happy if they put him first and prioritise him in their lives? 

V20 – yes it may well be that some of your troubles are as a result of the Lord’s discipline but when we turn to him we’ll receive his blessing and look what these include: v20-22
· He will teach you – v20
· He will guide you – v21
· He will provide for you – v23

· He will protect you and defeat your enemies; they will not always get the better of you – v25

· You days and nights will be bright – v26

· He will heal the hurts and wounds his discipline gave you – v26

· The enemy you fear will be destroyed v31-32a –
· You will sing for joy v29b & 32  
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