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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Sermon Title: “Keep calm – God is in control”
Bible Reference: 1 Samuel 16
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
1 Sam 16 – ‘Keep calm, God is in control’
With Saul rejected as King by God the focus now shifts to look forward to the next king. 
Samuel is sad by the way Saul’s character and kingship has turned out. He doesn’t see him any more but his heart is heavy and he ‘mourned’ for him, he grieved, his heart was sad, he felt a sense of loss, of something missing. 

What a man! He’d felt slighted and rejected by the people when they originally asked for a king, but accepts it under God’s instruction. Now Saul has proven to be unworthy and unfaithful and we might think he’d have at least a little gloat. But here is a man in touch with God and he mourns that things have gone so wrong. Not for himself but for God’s people and Saul himself.
That’s how we should react to sin – no gloating, no enjoyment, but with sadness.

1. He’s in control over people
As Ch 16 opens we immediately see God in control of the situation. He’s not stymied or flummoxed; he knows just what to do and Gives Sam very clear orders. Stop grieving for what has happening, that won’t change anything. It’s time to move forward – go and anoint the next king I have chosen. 

It is right appropriate to grieve over sin – but not forever. The past is not meant to cripple the future. 

God tells Samuel where to go (Bethlehem – v1) and which family (Jesse) to go to; what he doesn’t do is to tell him exactly which son of Jesse to anoint. That will be revealed by God to Sam only at the appropriate time.

There is no doubt who is in charge here! This was God’s world, the Israelites were God’s people and Samuel was God’s man for the job, and God had chosen who the next king was. Nothing left to chance; nothing left for Sam to decide. All Sam had to do follow God’s instructions – which he does!

Same for us! This is God’s world, he made it and still owns it. He’s still working out his purposes, global and local. He has his people (called the church, that’s you and me) and he’s working all things around for our good! We are not pawns – played and toyed with, and the whim of culture. We, the church, are the apple of God’s eye, his delight and he is working all things so that they will ultimately work for us!

As his people all we have to do is follow his instructions and he’ll do the rest! If he’s said something – just do it. If he’s said don’t do something, don’t do something (that’s the lesson we learned last week!). If he hasn’t said one way or another in the Bible then you’re free to do whatever you please – as long as the thing will glorify God. Ask – would he approve? Will this look on God? Will this make people think better of him? Will this help me be a better follower, or will it hinder? 

Sam’s initial reaction is one of fear, v2. ‘If Saul hears about this he’ll kill me’. So Samuel is human after all - but God has a plan – ‘Go to make a sacrifice; if anyone asks your business tell them that’s what you’re there for.’ Which was true – but not the whole story! 

· Was he to lie? No, just to use a bit of discretion. Don’t ever lie, but think how much info is necessary and what is wise to say.

So Sam goes to Bethlehem and does exactly as God commanded him. Jesse and his family are invited to the sacrificial meal and one by one the boys are called to come to Samuel, v6f. 
Sam knew what he expected to see in the chosen one – he’d obviously be the firstborn, the most mature, the most experienced, the one used to taking responsibility. In addition, like all good kings of the day, he’d be tall, dark and handsome! (This was after all what Saul was!) So when Eliab walks in, presumably tall, strong, well build, handsome he straightaway reasons that this is the one. 
But God has a surprise – not this one. ‘You’re looking at the outward; that’s not what I’m interested in.’ – v7. Sam should have known better really – Saul looked the part, but it became clear that his heart was actually far from the Lords; and the Lord had even said  in 13:14 that he had chosen a man ‘after his own heart’.
One by one the sons of Jesse come in and still the horn stays in it’s pouch, none of them get the nod from God. ‘Jesse, none of these have been chosen by God. Are you sure this is all the sons?’  ‘Well there’s the youngest, he’s looking after the sheep whilst the others are in here.’ Doesn’t mean that David was a child, just that his family never, ever gave it a thought that he, the youngest could possibly be the one God had chosen!
Sure enough, David comes in, good looking & strong – and immediately Gods says ‘He’s the one’!  Now David happened to be strong and good looking and have all the physical attributes of a king but that wasn’t why God called him. He called him because of his heart – and as the story unfolds we’ll see the character and nature of David and just how different he was to Saul in heart.

· Lesson for leadership – not simply about impressive credentials. In church the most important characteristic in any leader of any group is the state of their heart. Family leaders – look after your heart, it’s the single most important thing you can do. Get that right and everything else will follow. 
So God has chosen his man – he’s in control of people. But we also see here 

2. He’s in control over evil

When David is anointed king God’s spirit comes to David – v13. He will empower and enable him. In the very next verse, v14, we read that the H/S left Saul and was replaced instead by a tormenting, troubling spirit, which we’re specifically told was ‘from the Lord.’ – v14. 
It might be slightly disconcerting to read that a troubling spirit was sent to him by the Lord. But however that may be, the bigger thing here is that we learn that all things, even the enemy and the forces of the enemy are actually under God’s control. 
We look at our world and we cannot fail but to see that there are something and some people that are so horrific that there has to be some horrible force behind them. The Bible agrees! It shows us that just as there is a God in heaven with angels to help him, so there is a Satan with demons to help him. These fallen spirits work to bring chaos and pain and suffering. Satan their leader, has one goal in mind – to do as much damage to God and his creation as possible. If he can hurt God he will. 
When you believed in Jesus and trusted him you changed sides! You were once, even though you may not have realised it, on Satan's side, innocently (or not) resisting, working against God’s ways. It was never going to end well for you! And when Jesus saved you he rescued he set you free and called you over to his side. That makes Satan and his forces against you – he hates it – so don’t be surprised if you start to seriously follow Jesus that you find some opposition. This is the reality.

But this little verse tucked away here in 1 Sam 16 tells us that these powers too, like Satan, are under God’s control and will one day answer to him. God may grant them a long leash, and we may well wonder why at times, but they are on a leash and can only go as far or do as much as God allows.

When we see evil in the world and we may well be aghast at the awful things that happen, we should never forget that that in the end any force for evil, any wicked thing, is ultimately under Gods supreme control. Even the very worse spirit, dictator or tyrant, even the very worst terrorist can only do as much harm and cause as much chaos as God allows. 
EG: Job in OT

Back with Saul - we need not think that this tormenting was a constant thing, but it was certainly something that flared up and gave him great anguish or mind and soul at times. His servants noted an interesting thing – that when this happened music seemed to calm him down. And so they suggested that a resident musician should be brought into the palace – and it just happened that one of them knew just the man – v18. 
3. He’s in control over circumstances (providence)

A certain son of Jesse – who as well as being a very good musician was also known for being polite and well spoken, brave, strong, good looking, and to cap it all, the Spirit of the Lord was on him! 
And so David is called into the Kings service and after a brief probationary period he becomes pretty much the king’s personal assistant (armour bearer). What a remarkable thing and just shows us that God has his ways of getting his people into the right place to get his work done.

David, the shepherd from the little backwater town of Bethlehem, chosen by God to be the next king (a fact completely unknown to Saul) now gets to see firsthand what life as a king is all about. Had David have chosen his training personally he could not have worked it better than this! It just didn’t come more perfectly arranged. Here is God at work getting people into the right places at the right time to do his work.
Did Saul know this, was he aware of what was happening? Of course not. But God used the tormenting spirit to bring about his purposes!

Did David realise what was happening? I suspect so!

Our God is in control – sleep well tonight in that knowledge. You are his child; you are in his care, under his protection. He will move heaven and earth if necessary for you. Sleep well, knowing that despite the chaos and evil, God is in control, it will only go on as long as he says it can. Not a minute longer than necessary. Rest back in his care and trust the rest to him. 
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