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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
A Man after God’s own heart
#1 - A Humble heart

The focus of the story in 1 Samuel has shifted. First it was Samuel, then it was King Saul, now it is firmly on King David. Until now we’ve looked at the story on a chapter by chapter basis but I’d like to move away from that now and to focus in on David himself. So we’ll be jumping around a bit from now onto pick out the main events in his life and to see what sort of man the Lord describes as ‘A Man after his own heart’. That was Gods own description of him back in 1 Sam 13:14.

We want to please God, right? Not to earn his favour but out of gratitude for all he’s done for us, all he does and all he will do. So what was it about David’s character and heart that won God’s commendation? If we discover that then we have a role model to follow.

Today I want to highlight David’s humility. He was a man with a Humble heart.
I remember when I was in primary school we had a cycle race with a difference: winner was the slowest! 
That’s a big Bible theme! Over and over and over this comes through in the Bible ‘First shall be last, last shall be first.’ James says - “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble’ (James 4:6). If we would be people who have hearts like God’s then one of the key character traits must be humility and we see in bucketfuls in David.

In the aftermath of the great victory over Goliath David’s life changed instantly, forever. Gone was the relative anonymity of part time shepherd, part time royal harpist. Gone was the frequent isolation and quietness that characterised his formative years. In comes fame, in comes people, in come position, in comes influence, in come power. But along with these things come two other hugely significant things - an enemy that makes his jealous oldest brother Eliab seem like a teddy bear, and a real, bosom friend such as he’s never had before. In each of these new situations David’s humility rises to the surface. 
1. Humility in service – 2 Sam 18:2, 5. 

After the history changing defeat of Goliath and battle that followed Saul gives David a full time position in royal service. He thought he knew a good thing when he saw it and wanted this uniquely gifted young man to work for him. 

Now, it would have been very easy for David to have been dazzled by the bright lights of the king’s attention and the accolades of the people. He had just been instrumental in winning decisive battle for the country so it might not have been surprising if he, probably still a teenager, didn’t revel in and play up to the praise and adulation he was getting from almost everyone. But there’s none of this with David. Instead he just got on and did what he was asked to do! Whatever Saul said, he did; wherever Saul sent him, he went! Just like being at home with the sheep – it’s the same humble, submissive, servant heart. 

Here is a man that simply did what God led him to do, willing to submit to others. And what happened? He prospered; submitting to authority God lifted him above all his peers.

God loves a humble heart! He promises several times lift them up, whilst the proud, self important and self sufficient will be brought low. 

You want to please God? Then seek to develop a humble heart, willing to serve other regardless of the cost. 

2. Humility amidst success – 18:5
Whatever Saul gave David to do, David did it well, v5, and this didn’t go unnoticed, by Saul or by the rest of the people. Saul’s response was to promote him to a key leadership role in the military – v5! 

So with success came not only position but popularity. From the moment he defeated Goliath he was feted as a hero. Where ever he went he got a tickertape welcome, the bunting came out and they cheered their conquering hero – ‘Saul has killed his 1000’s but David his 10,000’s’ v7. 

It’s all too common for such popularity, such rapid success to spoil a person. Pop stars created, huge hysteria, but then the adulation & money goes to their head.

This didn’t happen with David. He kept his feet firmly on the ground. How come?  18:14 reads ‘In everything he did he had great success, because the LORD was with him’. ‘Success’ is the trans of a specific word (Sakal) which has shades of meaning which give us a couple of important insights into David’s attitude.

· Prov 10:19 – ‘When words are many, sin is not absent, but he who holds his tongue is wise (‘sakal)’. Wise is translation of the same word as ‘successful’. Basically David knew when to keep his mouth shut! This is also the sign of a humble person. Humble people don’t always feel the needs to share what they know.  
· Prov 21:11 - When a mocker is punished, the simple gain wisdom; when a wise man is instructed, he gets knowledge. Instructed is that same Heb word again. David was willing to listen, willing to be taught, to learn. These two things go together – you can’t learn when you are talking!! 
Valuable life lesson here [picture of face] – what do you notice? 2 ears, 1 mouth! 
3. Humility in face of opposition – 
But not everyone loved David! His success and popularity had a profound impact on Saul! v8-9. Jealousy and fear gripped his heart. Angry (v8) lit ‘burn within’, ‘galled’ ‘his stomach churned’. Saul became paranoid about David; fearful about what David might do to him and his kingdom. He recognises that the Lord is with David, but has left him – v12 and this just makes matters worse and so he begins a long and relentless pursuit to have David killed. We read of this in v17, 20 & 25. Notice again how he wanted other people to do his dirty work. He thinks nothing of using his family in his devious plans!
David’s response? Well, it was just to keep on being a doing what he’s always been - successful, wise & prudent. He didn’t stand and fight Saul, any more than he did his brother Eliab! He just got out or took it on the chin and got on with his work, v11, 22-23. No hint of animosity or revenge. Takes humility to walk away from accusations, even when they are false. Takes humility to let others lie and drag your name through the dirt. 

But it’s what David did, and it’s what the greater David did! Jesus before Pilate, refused to defend himself and stand up for rights. Here’s out great eg! Lastly - 
4. Humility in friendship – 18:1-4
[Picture] They say that A true friend is like toothpaste – when you’re under pressure they show up! In the midst of Saul’s hate filled jealousy God gave David a soul mate, a true friend, none other than Saul’s own son and heir to the throne! Maybe not surprising as we’ve seen the same get up and go, faith filled ventures in both of them. True kindred spirits – and how David needed that now. 

They should have been bitter rivals (David was after all going to take the throne that should have been Jonathans!). And it says a great deal about Jon as well as David! He recognised God’s plan for David and fully supported it. Giving him his robe, sword and bow was a sign not only of friendship but submission to a greater. 

And for David? – Well, the norm was for a new king to get rid of any potential rival – so David should have been plotting to kill Jon off, but there’s none of that. David isn’t going to play the usual political game! Instead he trusted God and was willing to be a friend to anyone.

It takes humility to offer and receive friendship from others – especially there’s ‘history’! It makes us vulnerable, we could get used, could come back to haunt us. But real humility produces an open heart to people, whoever they are, whatever their background. 

There was a greater than David that modelled this even better – our leader and king, Jesus. He was humble in all situations - success and danger, among enemies and with his closest friends. David then is a picture of Jesus who stoops to be our friend, loyal and loving, regardless of who or what we are.

Our challenge is to become not simply like David, but like Jesus. Grwing in humility in all situations and circumstances. Humility in service and success, humility when faced with opposition and humility is reaching out and receiving friendship.
Sing: From heaven you came
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