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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Series name: ‘A Man after God’s Heart’
Sermon # in series: 4
Sermon Title: A Compassionate Heart
Bible Reference: 2 Samuel 9
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
A Man after God’s Heart’ - #4
A Compassionate Heart

From David’s passion for God and holy things we turn to his compassion towards other people. Turn with me as we read 2 Sam 9 and one of the most beautiful stories of compassion in the entire Bible. – David and Mephibosheth.

David has just ended a successful reorganization of the entire nation of Israel. It seems to me very likely that with another job well done he surveys all he’s done, and as he sees the order and peace, the organisation and governance of the country he starts to let his mind wander back to how things used to be; where he’d come from, the farm, the sheep, his brothers, Goliath, his start in Saul’s house, until he comes to Jonathan. Ah Jonathan - his best friend, soul mate and confidant, so cruelly taken. ‘I wonder what Jonathan would make of all this if he were here! Boy, we’d have had some fun doing this together – Oh I miss him! You know the kind of thing we all do from time to time. And even as he reminisces he remembers the promise, the covenant he made with Jonathan before they had been forced to part - 1 Sam 20:14-15. David now remembers and starts to wonder if there was indeed any of Jonathan’s family still alive! You see, he’d never put the rival house to the sword as was usual, so it may be that some were still alive. So he asks the question, "Is there anyone left in the house of Saul — who was my enemy — to whom I can show kindness for the sake of my friend, Jonathan, who I loved like a brother?" Those nearest to David clearly don’t know the answer. But they talk outside, and word gets around that yes, one of the servants know of the whereabouts of one of Jonathon’s sons. Ziba is called in and he gives David the news the King so wanted to hear ‘Yes there is someone, - but he’s crippled’, the inference here being that the King wouldn’t want a cripple in the palace! 

But Meph is contacted. He’s scared! The King wants me!! Oh no. It has to be bad news! Only one reason why the king calls for the family of his predecessor! But we know the rest of the story.

Some important things to learn:
1. Compassion is a selfless, giving thing!
David asks "Is there anyone left in Saul’s family that I can show kindness for Jonathan’s sake?" Then he hears from Saul’s servants that there is one and that he is crippled. In v4, David’s immediate response is "Where is he?" You need to understand that this sort of thing just wasn’t done for by a King in those days. It was rather like dancing before the Lord – it wasn’t what Kings did! Cripples were viewed as useless; were marginalized, considered broken, worthless, and to be pitied.

But David reaches out to help Mephibosheth and shows him genuine, generous kindness. He gives to him all of Saul’s land, arranges for Ziba his 15 sons and 20 servants to work the land in order to provide for this him. And he gives Mephibosheth a place at his table — at the table of the king. 

David’s compassion was generous and extravagant and completely uncalculating. He didn’t know Mephibosheth, he didn’t know what he was like, whether he would usurp his position, would use him, etc. There really wasn’t much in this for David. There wasn’t a payback expected, and it wasn’t a 50/50 kind of deal. It was extravagant and without borders. This is what real kindness is like – it feels and it acts and it doesn’t count the cost.
And this is of course exactly what we have received from our Heavenly Father! Out of love he reached out to us. Didn’t just sit in heaven wishing things were different, wishing we hadn’t messed up so bad! God so loved the world that he sent his one and only son. God’s compassion and love moved him to action. And so like Meph, we are where we are, children of God, seated in the heavenlies, treated as children, because of the action of our Father. 

As the Lord’s children he wants us to treat others in the same way. Jesus modeled this in his life on earth, and asks we his followers to act the same way. Not waiting for them to come to us, but moving out to them, with love and kindness, to help and heal. Many in our world just need a friend, someone to give them time, to move towards them with compassion. 

Notice second

2. Compassion is Personal – v6.

Meph had been living in hiding for 20 yrs. ‘Lo Debar’ –‘The place of no Pasture’! Can imagine what this place was like, in a country where farming was the main resource. This was the poor of the poor! Why? He was the kings grandson, rightful heir to the throne – if found he was likely to be killed – that was the way it worked in those days. He was there then because he didn’t want people to know his name and who he was.  

Now he’s called before David and we can imagine how he felt – no wonder he bowed low to the ground and referred to himself as a servant.
But David looks at him, and says ‘Mephibosheth’, he calls him by name, a seemingly small, insignificant little details – but actually hugely important. Not told David’s tone of voice but I’m sure it was gentle and reassuring – for he wanted to allay his justifiable fears, to reassure him that there was hope for the future. He makes it personal.

· And this is the way the Lord speaks to his people - ‘Fear not, for I have redeemed you, I have called you by name’, Is 43:1. They were nothing, but he called them, in Abram from a spiritual Lo debar. And it’s the way he calls and speaks to you and me. 
The good shepherd ‘knows his sheep and he calls them out by name’ Jn 10:3. There was a time when he called you by name – it’s why you follow him this morning. It’s because he called you, spoke to you personally and gave you the gift of faith and life. It’s like David and Meph all over again! Undeserving, unworthy, long way away – but he called and brought you near, and given you a place of royalty in his family. God has done more that David to Meph, because he’s actually adopted you into his family! 
He treats us with dignity and love; we don’t have to look at the floor is fear and shame because he has made us princes and princesses in his family. 

What’s in a name? It’s caring, it’s personal, it shows interest. Perhaps we can ask ‘Who can we call by name this week’? Who needs that special touch, special bit of care, of attention? Who can we be real friends to? That may mean so much to them, and who knows where it might lead in the Lord’s hands and blessing!

Lastly we should notice the source of this compassion: We’ve mentioned it in passing, but let me highlight that 

3. Real compassion is prompted by Love – v1. ‘For Jonathan’s sake’ 
Takes us back again to 1 Sam 20 and the deep friendship between David and Jon (Meph’s dad) and out of which David promised Jon that whatever the future held he would be good and merciful to him and his family. Love is the fuel on which compassion runs. 

God’s compassion towards us is fueled by a love. ‘For God so LOVED the world that he gave…’ and ours to him is fueled by love ‘you love me because I first loved you’. Here is the well spring, the source, the motivator for our compassion and kindness to others. David’s love for Jonathon led him to show compassion to Meph, so our love for God should make us act with love & kindness towards others! A hard and calloused heart will have and show little compassion. Our attitudes to others usually mirror our love, or lack of it, to and for the Lord. They are like a thermometer. No love for others? Probably shows little love for God.

So, if we haven’t much compassion towards others then we should start by rekindling love to and for God. Struggling to love for husband, wife, children, colleagues, or neighbour? The go back the Lord.

Full to brim glass! You see, when we’re full of love for him it will spill over into act of love and compassion for others! It just has to! It’s not an effort! 

Here is David then, a man after God’s own heart. No wonder the Lord said that of him. May he help us, by his grace enable us also to be passionate for him, and then as a result compassionate to others.
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