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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 24th April 2016
Series name: A Man after God’s Heart
Sermon # in series: 6
Sermon Title: ‘A Broken Heart’
Bible Reference: 2 Samuel 13-18
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart 
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
‘A Man after God’s Own Heart’ - #8

A Broken Heart – 

2 Sam Ch’s 13-18 – Absalom’s rebellion, conspiracy and death

V brief recap of last time – Bathsheba; forgiven when he confessed, but he was warned that there would be consequences - “This is what the Lord says: Because of what you have done, I will cause your own household to rebel against you. I will give your wives to another man before your very eyes, and he will go to bed with them in public view. 12 You did it secretly, but I will make this happen to you openly in the sight of all Israel.” 12:11-12. Sure enough, it wasn’t long before his family started to tear itself apart and leaves David with a Broken heart. 18:33 The King was shaken. He went up to his room and wept. As he went he said ‘O my son Absalom! My son, my son Absalom! If only I had died instead of you – O Absalom, my son, my son!’ I wonder if, from his room over the gate he looked into the distance and wondered ‘How did it all come to this? How did it all fall apart?, but as we look back on this period of his life there are some very clear reasons and warning signs. So much for us to learn in this sad section of the Bible. 
Remember, things in the family start to unravel after the Bathsheba episode; something changed in David after that incident. He was never the same man again that word from the Lord about consequences turns out to be not so much a punishment but simply a  consequence of his actions and the subsequent change in his life. 
As much as we might hold David up as a hero he really didn’t finish as strong as he began. You see, Sin, though forgiven, always leaves scars! Something dies when we sin like David did (& I don’t mean sexually – I just mean when we go through so many stop lights and go on blatantly and cold heartedly), the consequences often linger for a long time and affect many people, as well as ourselves.  This is what we so in David and his family.
1. Amnon & Tamar – Ch 13.
Amnon, David’s oldest son, developed a perverted obsession with his beautiful half sister Tamar which tragically ended in rape. 
The first to find out what has happened is Tamar’s brother Absalom who shows brotherly concern and love – we read that he comforted her and took her into his own home to look after, v20. From that day he hated his half brother Amnon.

What of David in this? When he found out what had gone on, and presumably Absalom’s response as well, did absolutely nothing. Yes, he was furious (v21), but takes no action on Amnon, says nothing to Absalom and nothing to poor Tamar.
Maybe he was afraid of how Amnon would respond - parents are like that sometimes, afraid to confront older children for fear of how they’ll respond. But I suspect there’s another reason.
What had Amnon done? Lusted after a woman, and used his position to get what he wanted. Where do you think he might have gotten an idea like that? 
I wonder if maybe David was paralyzed by the memory of his own mistake and failure, knowing he’d done pretty much the same, and felt he couldn’t say anything, and even if he did his son could have turned and asked him who he was to lecture him on such matters! 

Sin does this to us. We fail and feel we then lose the right to speak up when we should so we let things go and hope they’ll learn. This silence is deadly though and allows the same mistakes and same sins to go down through generations unchecked. When sin is not dealt with it leads to more sin and this is exactly what we see here! 
For two years things seem to settle down but in that time to things are happening in Absalom - a) he was plotting vengeance on Amnon (v32), and b) whatever respect he had for his father is leaking away and being replaced with contempt. The day comes Absalom finds a pretext to get his brother, Amnon, out of the capital, away from everybody, and has him killed. Look at 13:28! Now where do you think he might have gotten that plan? Remember Uriah! 
Having killed his brother Absalom flees – v34 and he stays out of the way for three years. What does David do? Again he does? … Nothing! We’re told that after he got over the shock of Amnon’s death that ‘the spirit of the king longed to go to Absalom’ 13:39 - but he did nothing. Three years of no contact with his son; who knows how different things may have worked out had David acted. But he didn’t go. He stayed home. He did nothing.

It took a devious plan from Joab, one of David’s closest advisors to create a way to get David to promise that Absalom could return from exile and not be harmed, and what follows is, I believe, THE defining moment in Absalom’s life. Imagine for a moment what’s going on in Ab’s heart and mind as he comes back to the city – What will his Father say? Will he be harsh? Will he be tender? Will he forgive? What will he say?

But what happens? It says in 14:23, "Joab went to Geshur and brought Absalom back to Jerusalem. But the king" — this is David, and notice here the text doesn’t talk about him as the father, but the king — "But the king said, ‘He must go to his own house; he must not see my face.’ So Absalom went to his own house and did not see the face of the king." And it stayed this way for another two years – v28. 
I think this was the worst thing David could have done – again just doing nothing, leaving Ab to think, stew and wonder. 

I know that Absalom was a murderer – but we know that David loved him. To meet him would not have been easy, there may have been tears and even cross words, because sometimes love has to confront. But David takes the easy path and does nothing. 

In the end Absalom gets desperate to see his father and when his repeated plea’s for a reunion fall on deaf ears he resorts to arson (he sets fire to the corn fields) to force the issue to a head – 14:30-32. Can you imagine the level of frustration and anger in the heart of a child when the only way they know to get their dad's attention is to set a field on fire? This wasn’t simply rebellion; it was a plea for help, for attention! 

This is the kind of thing that happens in families if we neglect dealing with things! 

When David and Absalom finally meet (14:33) there’s a show of affection and apparent reconciliation – but the deeper issues weren’t dealt with and Absalom spends the next four years plotting to take the throne from his father. 

Good looking, strong, decisive, charismatic - everything his father had been years ago, he  wormed his way into the people’s affections and "stole the hearts of the men of Israel’" –15v6. It took 4 years but finally Absalom seized power and David went into exile in his own country.

What does Absalom do? He has a boudoir set up on the roof of the palace for him and the wives and concubines who David had left behind - 16:22. The very place that David has first lusted after Bathsheba! 
In exile David cuts a sad figure; humble yes, but sad, with a sense of resignation about what is happening. He’s only getting what he deserved. Let those who want to mock and scorn do so – 16:9-12. 

The whole sorry story comes to a tragic conclusion in a battle between those loyal to David and those on Absalom’s side. Despite all that has happened, all the mistakes he has made David still longs for Absalom to be spared and gave specific instructions to be gentle on Ab – 18:5 – in other words, ‘Don’t kill him’. With those instructions they go to battle, which ends with the death of Absalom – caught in a tree by the hair he was so proud of, and run through with the sword of Joab, against David’s orders, 18:9f.

So we’re back to where we started – David shaken, weeping, and inconsolable in his grief – 18:33. Does he think of all the things that could have been, but now will never be? Does he think of the father that he wanted to be, could have been, but wasn’t. Does he think of all the stupid choices he made? Does he think of the words that he should have said to Absalom but didn’t? I think he probably did. And tragically it’s only after Ab’s death that he says the words he should have said when his son was alive – ‘Oh Absalom, my son’. Over and over and over he says it, with a heart that breaks. If only I had died instead of you!

A man after God’s own heart? Yes, because in the end this is exactly the love that God has for us! Except he didn’t leave it too late, and he did die for us! He did all the things David should have done, but didn’t! He reached out to the rebels, he confronted what was wrong, didn’t sweep it under the carpet, hoping it would go away. At the same time he spoke words of love and acceptance; he took the initiative to bring about reconciliation and even as he died he spoke words of forgiveness. He reaches out like the Father of the prodigal in Jesus story and welcomes us home. This is our Father.

And if we would be people with a heart after God’s this needs to be our heart for the prodigals as well. Like our heavenly Father and like David we need to have deep love. But let us not make David’s mistakes. 

· Sometimes love has to confront

· Sometimes love has to reach out and make the first move. 

· Sometimes love has to say ‘I’m sorry’

· Sometimes love has to be willing to forgive, and let things go.

· Sometimes love just has to say – ‘we messed up, let’s try again’.

Perhaps this is someone in our family, a child that really needs to know how loved they were, or a parent; When was the last time we said those words to those who need to hear them? When was the last time we showed them that love? Maybe the person we need to speak to is someone at work, or a neighbour, or someone in the church. Only you know what needs to be done in response to this word from the Lord. But whatever it is, the other great lesson from this tragic latter part of David’s life is – Don’t leave it! Do it now, or you may have to live the rest of your life down here with hurt and regret.

Prayer:

Sing: How deep the Fathers love
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