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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
1 Samuel 28
Should a Christian visit a medium?
There is a pub that I pass everyday on my way to church which every few months advertises ‘A night of Psychic reading, with one to one and group readings’. Every day online and in the papers or magazines there are horoscopes that claim to tell us whether it’s a good time to do this or that, or that we should be wary of this thing or that thing. Many people will pop into a palm reader at the sea side or funfair and think nothing of it – often they come out impressed with the insight the reader seemed to have. A surprising number of older people have visited or are tempted to visit a medium of some kind for reassurance that a lost loved one is OK or to find guidance for some tough decision; youngsters often dabble in attempts at séances and Psychic ‘games’ like Ouija boards or Tarot cards, etc. 

Certainly our culture sees nothing wrong and would encourage anyone to explore and have a dabble in what is a bit of harmless fun. But is it? Some of us would instinctively say no! But do we know why? Could we explain it and show it from the Bible? Others of you might never have thought about it and not really know what or how a Christian ought to react to this sort of stuff. 
For one last time in this series I want to go back to the book of 1 Samuel because there is a particularly illuminating incident which helps us see what God thinks about it all – which is, after all, what really counts.

Read 1 Sam 28:1-25 (whole chapter) 
Samuel, Saul’s spiritual advisor (who he didn’t take much notice off anyway) is dead and the whole country had mourned the passing of this one man who had lived a life of unimpeachable integrity, who had stood honest and true amidst the carnage of ever increasing godlessness and carelessness. He was like their spiritual comfort blanket, whilst he was alive they had a sense that there was someone they could go to and who would help them and tell them what to do when they most needed it. He was the countries moral compass. 

· Does your family, social circle have such a person? Could you be that person? (You should be!) Someone has to stand up and stand firm and true to God and his word amidst the howling gales of temptation, compromise and uncertainty.

For a period of time it would appear that King Saul was stirred into action spiritually. I’ve often seen that when a close friend or loved one dies those close to them often resolve to be different from then on, to turn over a new leaf. Death makes you think and take stock. Saul seems to have done this and in a well intentioned resolve to move the country closer to God he orders that all the mediums and spiritists are expelled from the land. 

That was to be applauded, was a good and worthy thing – but it doesn’t last! Not long after the armies of a neighbouring country mass on the borders with unhidden intent to completely take over Israel. 

Saul is terrified – v9, and not for the first time is crippled by fear, (remember him hiding in the luggage, sitting under a tree whilst enemies pillaged). In desperation he ‘enquired of the Lord’, v6, but he gets no answer no matter what he tried.
In utter desperation he resorts to the last hope he has, to go to a medium and enlist her help to get advice from Samuel from ‘the other side’. And it works!. She contacted Samuel – much to her horror (v12) who simply confirming what he’d already told Saul before he died – that because he had repeatedly refused to obey God’s instructions God had rejected him as king and passed the throne to another. The very next day it happened just as Saul was told.
Now – this raises, and answers some very important issues. 
1. There is an unseen spirit world. This was not a bit of innocent harmless make believe activity that Saul got involved in. This was deadly real. The medium screamed, Saul collapsed, losing all bodily strength! This was real! 
The Bible never hides the fact that there is a dimension of existence that we cannot normally see or are aware of. There are powers and forces around us and just because we don’t normally see it doesn’t mean it’s not there. In fact the whole of the Bible assumes this and speaks of it as quite normal. In Eph 6:12 God says plainly to us followers of Jesus … .
2. The work of mediums, readers, tarot cards, etc, is not necessarily fake. Was what happened that day for real? Well there is nothing in the text to suggest that it wasn’t Samuel that spoke that day. How it happened we don’t know, and I think there is a case for thinking it may have been pretty exceptional when the reaction of the medium is considered - she was clearly surprised/shocked scared by what she ‘saw’. It would seem that this was not the norm for her, and it’s not the norm for mediums and the like today, because when a person dies the Bible is clear that their soul goes straight into God’s presence if they have trusted Jesus as Saviour and Lord or to Hell, the place of suffering, if they haven’t - Matt 25:46. 
So this paranormal activity is never just innocent fun, it brings people into contact and opens then up to something far more serious and sinister. Thus by definition it is not good, and for this reason. and here’s why 
3. Christians are forbidden to have any involvement with spiritists and mediums.
a. God has issued absolute prohibition of his people being involved with this sort of activity - ‘Do not let your people practice fortune-telling, or use sorcery, or interpret omens, or engage in witchcraft, or cast spells, or function as mediums or psychics, or call forth the spirits of the dead. Anyone who does these things is detestable to the Lord. (Deuteronomy 18:10-12). Seeking to speak with the dead, horoscopes, tarot cards, astrology, fortune tellers, palm readings, and séances all fall into this command.
He cannot be clearer and that alone should be enough to tell us we are to have nothing to do this sort of practice. God has prohibited – end of! But we might say – but why does he prohibit it so strongly? Don’t people actually get help and comfort from it, and if so why is it so wrong? 
b. It’s wrong because we should be trusting God alone not these things. Saul was typical in his desperation for help and reassurance. People driven by desperation will do anything for help; this is usually why people go to a medium or to a séance.  But in doing this they are not seeking God, not asking God to help them, not trusting him. And this is #1 reason why it’s prohibited – not simply because it’s harmful but because it isn’t trusting God alone. When he called you and your accepted his grace and forgiveness you agreed to an exclusive relationship; one of trust and devotion and single hearted trust. So we have no right going to someone else looking for help. To do that is like unfaithfulness in a marriage – men you don’t/shouldn’t be seeking comfort with another woman! Xian, you shouldn’t be seeking comfort with another god or power. Just because you’re desperate doesn’t excuse it. Why read a horoscope or go for a palm reading or a séance or to a medium when you have God and his word?  
c. It’s wrong because it opens us to the powers of evil and darkness: Not saying for a moment they we shouldn’t do it because they don’t work or aren’t true! We’re not saying it’s a waste of time. No, in fact the opposite! The problem is that they do work – but they work from the power of Satan and his followers (demons). As we said earlier, our loved ones are in heaven if they had faith in Jesus and in the place of suffering if they didn’t – they are not roaming waiting about and waiting to talk to us. Samuel was an exception – as seen in the mediums reaction. 
So what’s happening in these séances and mediums and palm readings etc? At the very least you are being duped by a con artist! 
But at worst you are exposing yourself and coming into contact with the forces of darkness and evil. Yes, so the message is encouraging and helpful and the advice seems good. Well of course it will – Satan is described as an ‘angel of light’, and his followers as ‘servants of righteousness’  (2 Cor 11:14). It’s in his interest not so scare you, so he’ll give you what you want, tell you good things. Satan pretends to be kind and helpful. He tries to appear as something good. Satan and his demons will give a psychic information about a person, with the ultimate aim of hooking them in and keeping them from God. It’s never innocent with Satan, always an ulterior motive. His great aim is to keep people away from God, and what better than by impressing them with his power, whilst disguising who he really is?
So the Bible is clear – there is an unseen world, there are powers at work. and behind them is God’s arch enemy Satan. His goal is to deceive and destroy, so Xian steer well away from anything that he may use – places, people pictures, horoscopes. Rely on the Lord. He is our leader, if you have a question, go to him, pray to him, ask for his help. You’re not Saul who’s been rejected, you’re his child whom he loves. Trust him, exclusively; You might not understand, he might not immediately answer – that’s where faith and trust comes in! To trust him even when you don’t seem get an answer. Talk to him, read his word, talk to others, especially those who’ve been Xians a while.

May he help us to be wise and loyal and unafraid.

Sing

This material is copyright ©2011 Whitton Baptist Church and is licensed under a		 �HYPERLINK "http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/uk/"�Creative Commons Attribution 2.0 UK: England & Wales License�











