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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Pentecost 2016

Have you ever been overwhelmed by the Holy Spirit?
Two weeks ago we were reading this passage of the Bible in the evening service and I had one of those rare experiences when a few words really struck me and I sensed in that moment that they were words that the Lord wanted to speak to us as a church. The words are those in Acts 1:5 ‘John baptised you in water, but in a few days you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit’.
The whole Bible is the word of God – everything we have here is his word. Read it and you read Gods word; so if you want to hear him speak then simply read the Bible. But there are times when he speaks very specifically a particular word and it comes to us in a sense that this is his specific word to me/us NOW! This is what the Bible calls a ‘Rhema’ word  - the ‘now’ word from God. I can only assume from the way it came to me that it’s a word for some of you this morning, of for me, or for all of us! I’ll simply try to pass on what he says and let him speak to us.

Prayer

First thing to note here is that 

1. This was a promise to believers
These disciples were eye witnesses to the death and res of Jesus; he’d met with them on many occasions since the res and given them many convincing proofs that it really was him. At this point in time then they were in no doubt as to what had happened – they were fully convinced of it all and who Jesus was. They are not the frightened, insecure, beleaguered bunch that had crowded together behind a locked door, afraid that the next knock would be the last they heard. No, they were fully convinced, fully fledged believers; note v6 where there was a sense of expectation about what he was going to do ‘Are you AT THIS TIME GOING TO RESTORE …’. 
They were also believers for whom Jesus had a plan and a mission – they were going to be his witnesses, v8, they would be the ones who would fan out from Jerusalem and share the things they’d seen and heard about Jesus.

They were then in every way people, believers like us – believers, trusting in Jesus. And this is important to note because we can fall into the mistake of thinking that once we’re saved, once we’ve trusted in Jesus that’s all there is, that’s it – we’re in the family, in the kingdom, safe, saved and ready for heaven, and that it’s up to us to make the best of things, doing our best and how we do is all down to us and how hard we try or how committed we are.
And there is a bit of truth in that! But only a bit! True, we do have to be intentional and success and enjoyment of the blessings and privs will correspond to the level of trust and commitment we have. 

BUT that’s only a small part of it; we know that because Jesus says to these believers ‘you will be baptised with the H/S’; something else was going to happen to them, something which would transform them and what they were and did beyond their wildest dreams! Let’s look at what happened to them
2. It’s a promise of all the help we need!
Look at exactly what Jesus says - ‘you will be baptised with the H/S’, v5. We’re Baptists so we know all about baptism! To baptise means to soak, to fully immerse, to saturate – to overwhelm. I read this week that it was also the word used in Jesus day when people talked about pickling! Now you know that that was my job don’t you! When I left school I worked in a factory that made pickles! True Story! Maybe this is why I’m a Baptist.

But here’s the thing – when you pickle a vegetable it’s not just about covering them over; by pickling it the veg is so overwhelmed and soaked inside and out that it changes, it’s not longer the same.  
Did you know that when you became a Christian something similar happened? ‘If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation, the old has gone and the new has come’. When you became a Christian you may have thought that it was simply a choice you made, but the truth is that God did something fundamental in you that day. He changed you from the inside out, he changed your heart, you became a new creature. Something died and something came to life – God changed you. 

· It is then inconceivable for a person to become a Christian and to continue as before! Something changes – not just in habits but in very essence and nature, which gives the person both a desire and delight in starting to follow Jesus. Where that is absent, where the desire to obey and please Jesus isn’t found, where no real change of attitude is felt then something is wrong.  
It is crucial that we understand that becoming a Christian is simply turning over a new leaf and trying to do things a different way. Becoming a Christian involves getting a change of heart which will seen be a desire to know Jesus and to please him, and a willingness to follow him and obey him. Church will not be seen as something to be fitted in when other things allow; meeting with God and listening to his promises and instructions in the Bible will be a priority missed only because of things outside of our control. 
And this is where the H/S comes in. The disciples had a willingness and confidence and desire – but as yet they didn’t have the power to do it, and this is where the H/S comes in. This is, among other things, his job – to empower us, to enable us to do what God wants. 
Look what happens here in Acts 1 and 2.  Here we have believers, saved and adopted into God’s family. But they are told to wait until they are baptised with the H/S. Baptised – overwhelmed, deluged, on the outside and filled on the inside. 

They knew about ‘baptism’ – they knew that it wasn’t just an outward thing, this would fundamentally change everything. Thus for the next few days we read that they met together and a lot of the time they prayed; I’m sure that they were praying for this baptism, for this deluge of the H/S; and then he came, and when he did these already fired up and convinced believers just took off spiritually.
Take time to explain who the H/S is. 

They didn’t just get covered over, they got filled inside also with this power of God – and it happened over and over again! Acts 4:8, 4:32, 6:5, 9:17-22, 11:24 & 13:9.
When the Holy Spirit filled a person something happened – well lots of things actually, but chiefly they had power to do and be what God commanded them to be and do. 

When they were filled with the H/S they got great confidence in who and what they spoke about; they became bold, brave, and unafraid.

They had unity and love and generosity and gentleness and moral purity.

These things weren’t simply because they tried hard to do what was right – when the Spirit came, when they were overwhelmed and filled up with him, when he came and took control things were different and things happened.

So my question, and the question the Lord asks us this morning is simply this. Have you been overwhelmed by the H/S lately? Have you ever been overwhelmed, baptised, saturated with him so that you know and feel you really love Jesus and want to tell everyone about him? That you are unashamed, and bold in what you say; that you are wildly, irresponsibly generous in your giving and loving and thoughtfulness? Do you know, have you ever known, anything of what the scripture describes here? 
Trying hard but tired/exhausted? Lost the passion you had? Lost the courage to speak up and out for Jesus? Find you keep quiet? Find struggle with sin a losing battle? Lost the joy and delight you had? 

Then come and ask him to refill you with the H/S! This is what he does, this is his speciality, it’s his job. Give your life back over to him, turn from known sin and invite him, plead with him to come and take up residence again. (It’s not that he’s gone – just that he’ll be offended by sin and retreat. 

Prayer time. 

Sing: There must be more than this. 
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