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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Sermon Title: God’s inexhaustible supply
Bible Reference: Philippians 4:19
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
 ‘My God will meet all your needs according to his riches in glory’. Phil 4:19
You ever worry how you’re going to manage? Strength; energy; patience; money? 

Here’s the text to keep in mind!

Word gets to the church in Philippi that Paul has been imprisoned in Rome for the sake of the gospel. In the church in Philippi was one believer who would understand exactly what that meant for Paul - the jailer! I wonder if it was him that first had the idea of getting the church to help Paul? Maybe, but whatever, they wanted to help and encourage him and so they have a whip round collection and send a gift to Paul. 

1:3-5 & 4:10f give us an indication of how much this meant to him; it was a tangible evidence to him that he wasn’t forgotten or alone in his ministry, others were standing with him, praying, giving, encouraging, supporting. Now, from the prison cell he sends this thank you note, reassuring them that even prison has worked out for good and the glory of God, 1:12f. 

Reading this letter it seems clear that he is very aware that for some of them at least to have given to him would have meant sacrifice for themselves. They may well have given what they couldn’t really afford, and so, even as he thanks and commends them for their generosity he reminds them that the God who has supplied his needs will do the same for them also, 4:19; they would not be diminished from giving to him, they would not be the poorer for giving. 

This wasn’t a new thing Paul was saying – he was simply claiming and living on the age old promise of God to supply the needs of his people even if, and especially if, they give sacrificially to him and his people. 
In pre Jesus days the Jews had been required to tithe 10% of all their income! It wasn’t always easy and sometimes they were tempted to skip it. But this just made things worse! Malachi 3:8-10 - ‘Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. "But you ask, `How do we rob you?' "In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse - the whole nation of you - because you are robbing me. Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.’
‘Trust me’ says God, ‘I will provide if you put me first’. And that is exactly what these Philippi Xians did in seeking to support God’s servant. Their gift was not something simply for Paul, it was in a very real sense giving to God. There was no risk in giving to the Lord and his work. God would not let his people suffer for doing good. So let me quickly show you what Paul says. Some key words 
1. ‘My God’.

There is testimony here – he’s proven his God so many times and has learnt over the years that He really can be trusted. In so many situations - in prison, shipwreck, in beatings and stonings, in hunger and need he had always provided for him, had never let him down. The one who in every circumstance had made him prosper in spirit, and worked all for his good would do the same for them for His God is their God too! It is He they had trusted and turned to when they believed and committed themselves to be followers of Jesus. What he had done for him he would do for them, for he was their Father to, they were his children to.

Is this God your God? Can you say ‘Yes this is MY God’? If so you know that his care for you is as great as it was for Paul and these Xians. 

2. ‘Will Meet’.

No ‘ifs’, ‘buts’ or ‘maybe’s’ here! No need to water it down, or put in an escape clause that may excuse God if he fails to deliver! Why so sure? Because these are God’s children, he loves them, he bought them, paid with precious blood of Jesus, he died for them, he cares for them, they are the apple of his eye! Will he heartlessly turn a blind eye to their needs? How could he? He is love and cannot do such a thing to those who are depending upon him.

And what was true for the Xian’s in Philippi is true for you and I! He loves you, you are precious to him, yes the apple of his eye. He couldn’t love you with a stronger love. Because of this we know he will honour his promise to us as well. What wonderful reassurance there is here for us if we will but believe it and hold it.
3. ‘All Your Needs’
Does this really mean what it says? Really? All my needs? My physical, practical, everyday needs? Does he really mean these as well?’ Yes he does! He will supply ‘All’ your needs, that means every one of every kind! Matt 6:32-33 - ‘So do not worry, saying, `What shall we eat?' or `What shall we drink?' or `What shall we wear?' For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.’ What could be clearer than that!

Our problem with a promise like this is that we get our wants and needs muddled up! What we want and what God knows we need can be two very different things! 
We only have to look at Christians in chronic pain or ill health that leads to death, or in other countries where believers starve to death. What of this promise then? Well if staying alive is the most important thing then yes I guess God has failed. Except it isn’t! The most important thing is in life or death to glorify God. Let us not forget that to die is to be with Jesus which is better by far, as Paul says here in 1:23. 
4.  ‘According to his glorious riches’
I have a friend in Barnet who manages a huge warehouse in which was stacked floor to near ceiling with food – things like nuts and pulses and tea and spices, etc etc! If he gave me something ‘out’ of these stores he could give me very little, if he wanted! But if he gave me according to his supplies then it would have to be a large amount! It is a question of proportion. 
God gives to us in proportion with his riches, his vast resources. He is infinitely rich in all the things we need, whether that be forgiveness, grace, mercy, patience, etc, or material, physical needs. The whole world is his, the cattle on all the hills and the wealth in every mine! It is in accordance to these riches that he gives to us.

Here then is a wonderful promise. It is given to us like a gift card - it will do us little good unless we use it, unless we believe it and live depending on it. Test me in this, says the Lord, and see if I’ll not pour out such blessing that you cannot contain it! Take it, trust God, believe it, depend upon it and experience his riches being poured into your life. 
Why do you worry? Your Father knows that you need these things! Rather, keep first things first! Seek first the kingdom of God, that’s your job, and let God look after his bit, which is providing you with all you need in life and death!

Sing: G 602 - Jesus I am resting, resting.
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