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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
The Joy of the Resurrection

‘This illness will not end in death’ John 11:3

Read John 11:1-6

Jesus loved this family – and he gets a message from Mary and Martha about their brother Laz. We know Mary and Martha, we’ve been introduced to them before and how much they thought of Jesus and obviously he of them. This is a family that he has a special bond with; he’s spent time in their home, in fact during his years of ministry it was probably the nearest place to what he could call home. It was a haven from the hatred of the Jews. There was a very special bond here.

So when Bro Laz falls ill and keeps getting weaker leaving his sisters with real fears for his life they know he needs help, fast. So understandably they send for Jesus. 

And notice exactly what they say – just simply ‘Lord, the one you love is sick’. There’s no demand on Jesus, no telling him what to do; we’re not even told that they asked him to come and make him better. I suspect they thought that since Jesus loved him he’d naturally want to make him better! It’s a natural and correct thought. 
Furthermore, note closely the basis of their ‘request’ - ‘Lord, the one you love is sick’. Not Laz love for Jesus, or his hard work, or his worth of deserving, but Jesus love for him. This is really very important: John MacArthur says ‘If your love for Jesus activated His blessing on your behalf, you would be blessed on an irregular basis. If Christ operated in my life on the basis of my love for Him, I would be in sad shape because my love is inconsistent and at times self-centred. Jesus is not motivated to come to your aid because you love Him; He helps you because He loves you’. Just imagine - if Jesus were to respond to your requests based on your love for Him, how many of them would get answered?!
And a 3rd thing here right at the start - ‘love’ in v3. Now, you know there are various words for ‘love’ in the Gk - guess which one Jesus uses here? It’s Philia, not ‘Agape’! It’s brotherly love, it’s human, friendship love. A small detail but one which shows that Jesus didn’t do and feel everything from a supernatural/unfeeling perspective. He was God, but he was fully human too; he wasn’t so super spiritual, or if I might say, some ‘Spock like figure who didn’t do emotions, didn’t need other people or relationship, that he operated on a different level to us. No, he had friends in a human way, on a human level - we might say that Laz was Jesus ‘mate’, his pal, a real friend whom he thought a lot of. Indeed, when he stood by Laz tomb and cried the Jews said ‘See how he loved him’ – v36. 
Now the significance of that for us is that it means that he understands our need for love, for friendship, etc. When you're lonely and you feel there's no one you can love or anyone who loves you, know that you can say, "Lord, You know how I need love." He'll understand because Lazarus filled His need for love. Whatever you are facing, realize that He experienced the same kinds of things, Heb. 4:15-16. He understands, he feels, he empathises with you – he’s been there. Your saviour understands. ‘Cast your care on him for he cares for you’ – 1 Peter 5:7. 
And when we cast our cares on him we need to leave them with him! Ps 37:5 says ‘Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him and he will do this’. M&M committed their way, the situation, to him – now what they needed to do was to trust him. Committing and trusting go together. When you pray you are committing something to the Lord – trust him also and leave it with him. Our problem is that so often after taking a matter to the Lord and asking his help that we carry on worrying in about the thing, worrying what he’ll do, worrying if it really will work out OK! Trusting him means to trust him – his goodness, wisdom, kindness, etc, etc. Do you trust Jesus with your life? You’ll trust him with your soul, but what about your day to day life? 

Anyway, let’s move on, because with all this they absolutely wouldn’t have expected what happened over the next few days. I imagine them looking and expecting Jesus to turn up any moment – but what happened? ‘Yet when he heard that Laz was sick he stayed where he was to more days’ V6. Lit ‘So when he heard he stayed …’! Strange love indeed! So long did he wait that by the time Jesus eventually arrived Laz had been dead for 4 days! 

But why? What could possibly be going through his mind to have done such a thing? The pain, the grief, the sadness his put the family through – how could he really love them and yet let – or even cause - this to happen? The sisters were dead right when they said to him ‘If you’d been here this wouldn’t have happened’ – v21 & v32.  

The answer and explanation is in Jesus words in v4 – ‘This sickness will not end in death. No it is for God’s glory so that God son may be glorified through it.’ This whole scenario, situation wasn’t ultimately about Laz, or his sisters – it was about God and what it would say about him. Jesus was working to a different agenda – he was working according to heavens agenda. This was all about getting max glory for God. For as long as we think primarily think about ourselves and our lives down here we will continue to struggle with things that happen or don’t happen in our lives. The more we see ourselves as Gods servants, the more we’re submitted to him and his ways and purposes the easier life will be. God loves you and I, never, ever doubt that, but we’re not the centre of the universe; God doesn’t exist for us, rather we exist for him. Therefore the more we get into the way of looking at things from his perspective the better things will be; the more peace and contentment, the less stress and anxiety we’ll feel. 

This is the big thing we are taught in this whole incident – and specifically that sometimes sickness or even death of a believer is allowed for the glory of God. Yes, God will allow sickness and even death if it will bring glory to him. Some Christian teachers would have us believe that sickness is always wrong, that it is always against God’s will and therefore he always wants to heal it. Nonsense & poppycock! Have they never read this passage? 

It is true that sickness and disease will not be part of the new heavens and earth, and as such they are not part of God’s ultimate plan. But we’re not there yet! We live in a broken world, a world that God is in the process of fixing. The death and resurrection of Jesus makes it absolutely certain that the day will come when sickness and death will be no more. But as of yet it’s still a work in process. And so like the artist that makes a masterpiece out of a childs doodle, God works through even the worst things in life for his glory. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nhOWg2a05rA 

Of course it’s marvellous when God gives us a glimpse into the future kingdom by healing, and he gets glory through this. But it’s not the only way. He receives glory when he transforms suffering into strength; when compassion, care and unselfish love is given and received; he receives glory when someone is made stronger through adversity. Rom 5:3 says that we ‘rejoice in our sufferings because we know that suffering produces perseverance and perseverance character and character hope – and hope doesn’t disappoint.’  In 2 Cor he shared openly about something he considered a big problem that he felt hindered his ministry. He pleaded with the Lord to take it away – but he wasn’t cured, but was rather made stronger through it. 

Point is this – Jesus delay didn’t mean he didn’t love them! In fact it was the opposite! It was because he loved them he wanted the absolute best for them – so he stayed where he was for a while. And though things appeared to get worse, in the end they were infinitely better than they could ever have imagined.

‘This illness will not end in death’ – If Jesus delays in answering your prayer it isn’t because he doesn’t love you, it’s because he wants to give you something even better. He may appear to let things get worse – but know this – the illness will not end in death. 
I love that!! Death may be part of the process – but it’s not the end! Because of Jesus resurrection every believer, that includes you and me, will rise. Death for Jesus was not the end and it will not be for you either! He was the firstfruits of all who believe and trust him. 
Do you believe? Then you will rise – your illness will not end in death – there’s more to come; he will raise you up for eternal life in the new heavens and earth. That will bring glory to the Lord, and be good for you! ‘The sky, not the grave is our goal’ – Hallelujah!
Sing: When peace like a river
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