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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 12th June 2016
Series name:
Sermon # in series:
Sermon Title: AKA Dorcas!
Bible Reference: Acts 10: 36
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
 ‘Let your light shine before men that they may see your good deeds and praise your father in heaven.’ Matt 5v16
* Jessica Ellen Cornish = Jessie J
* Ethel Gumm = Judy Garland

* Maurice Micklewhite = Michael Caine

* Stephanie Genmanotta – Lady Gaga

What kind of person would you think would have the name ‘Gazelle’ (Show picture of one)

Tabitha, Also known as ‘Dorcas’ Gazelle. Tabitha is her Aramaic name and Dorcas is her name in Greek. Both of these names mean gazelle. I’ll get Liz to read the passage in the Bible where she features in a minute, but first can you remember what we looked at last week? 


Letting our light shine as a church, city on a hill – we talked about the city and our 
individual involvement in it so that we can be a bright light and impact the lives 
of other around for good with the news of Jesus and the message of salvation

This week the Lord has kept my mind on this theme, but especially v16 ‘Let your light shine before men that they may see your good deeds and praise your father in heaven.’ 
Dorcas was a superb example of this: 

Liz read Acts 9: 36-42 

No words of hers recorded, just her deeds which helped so many people and meant such a lot to them. Let’s look at her then – what sort of person was she, what did she do? 1st thing:
1. She was a disciple of Jesus – v26

Disciple – word often used, means ‘a close follower’, or ‘a devotee’. It tells us that above everything else her life was shaped by Jesus; what she was and what she did was shaped by him and his teaching. So she wasn’t just a ‘nice’, ‘kind’ person – she probably was that, but her actions and kindness were motivated by Jesus and his instructions. Thus when she’s introduced to us the first thing we’re told was that she was about her faith and commitment to Jesus. This description isn’t just to identify her, it’s a description of her life and motivation. She did what she did, she acted as she acted because of her devotion to Jesus and his teaching, and people would have known this. She may not have worn a t-shirt or a cap with it emblazoned across the front, but you can bet your bottom dollar that in the course of her work and serving others it would have been quietly shared what a difference Jesus made to her, and his love for them also, etc. So her actions flowed from her connection with Jesus. 
2. She was a server of people. ‘Who was always doing good deeds and helping the poor’ v36. The way Luke puts it means that this was her whole life – just helping others, especially those in particular needs – ‘charitable works’. This of course is exactly how Jesus was – several times we read that he was moved with compassion, his heart was moved and he had responded with practical help. ‘The common people heard him gladly’. His reputation was that he mixed and enjoyed the company of those others shunned. 
This is what Christians do! This, as much as our words and the wonderful message we have, is our light. The kind things and the way we treat and help others is what will attract them to Jesus and cause them to say ‘wow, what a great God these people have’. 

Look at these words from James 2:14-17 - 14 What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don’t show it by your actions? Can that kind of faith save anyone? 15 Suppose you see a brother or sister who has no food or clothing, 16 and you say, “Good-bye and have a good day; stay warm and eat well”—but then you don’t give that person any food or clothing. What good does that do? 17 So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and useless.
Point is this – we’re not told that Dorcas did anything dramatic or heroic or risky. Maybe not a leader, not a talker; maybe shy and quiet. But nor it seems was Dorcas! She simply served her Saviour Jesus by helping others, especially those in need. She’s a wonderful model of a devoted disciple who did good deeds in quiet, sacrificial and unassuming ways. 
I’m so grateful that so many of you here are like that, and the point of this message isn’t to chivvy or rally the troops, it’s to affirm and encourage what you’re doing when you help the poor, when you are gracious, giving time, making a cake, writing a letter, sending a txt or email; these things please Jesus. 
3. She was a helper of the poor
Poor would largely be widows and those unable to work for whatever reason (health, disability, mental impairment, blind, etc. No social security, benefits, foodbank or even Poundland! Jesus set the tone in giving special attention and time to the poor and marginalised (Women, lepers, ill and infirm) and it’s something his followers have copied ever since. Hospice movement, education, health and hospitals – many driven by Xians. Dorcas used her skills to make clothes for people who couldn’t afford their own - v39. ‘Robes and clothes’ lit means underwear and top clothes so the she kitted them out top to bottom, she was the clothes bank! No record that she did this through the church, this was an individual ministry she exercised through which her light shone out so that when she died people were grief stricken. She made such a difference to their lives. 1 Peter 4:10 “Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.” And as we serve others love is shown and barriers come down and lost people are drawn to Christ. 
So let’s be encouraged by this – ministry isn’t all about talking and having the right things to say. Serving others around us is equally part of what we do, and it’s something we can all do, whoever we are. Random acts of kindness and thoughtfulness. I’m so grateful to the many of you that do these things, and simply want to encourage you to continue, and encourage the rest to join in these acts of servant hood, looking out for others, looking for ways to help and serve and minister to them, not for what you get but simply for their sake and so in these ways show the love of Jesus to them. So, so important, because not many respond to random invites to church, but many are affected by peoples kindness. Serving breaks through cynicism and a helping hand can soften a hard heart. Making a cake or meal, sewing some curtains, knitting a jumper, fixing a car, helping with some IT, popping in and making a cup of tea – or whatever. Think about it – what can you do this week?  Who lives nearby that you could surprise with kindness?
Tuesday evening – Caring for Life. Great example of this kind of things and want to show you a short media clip which shows what they do. 

CFL Media 

This is an organisation – but those things don’t have to be organised. We can do that, you can do that. The overwhelmed single mum that you see struggling and frustrated getting children to school; the lonely widow who hardly ever goes out, etc.

I wonder what AKA people give to us as a church? Wouldn’t it be great if it was something like ‘Whitton Baptist’ AKA ‘those loving, caring people’!
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