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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Sermon Title: Preparing for blessing
Bible Reference: 2 Kings 3
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Make this valley full of ditches - 2 Kings 3:16
Map. Mesha the King of Moab had for many years been forced by Israel to give 100k lambs, and 100k fleeces to Israel. When Is king dies he decides he’s not going to pay anymore.

Joram the new king of Israel therefore enters into subtle diplomacy – forms an alliance with Judah and Edom with the intent of invading and destroying Moab as a going concern. All for meat and wool! And must admit it seems a bit like cutting off nose to spite your face because it would result in them never get the meat or wool! Smash the place to smithereens!

Anyway, be that as it may – I guess the world was a different place in those days and we shouldn’t expect that they would see things from a 21st century perspective! 
The attack was planned to come from Edom in the south – a surprising direction probably. But whilst this would give Mesha and his men the element of surprise it was also a lot further for many of the men to march and after 7 days in the desert the water ran out – v9. Utter disaster and much consternation because they thought this was a mission with God’s blessing – v10. In reality there is no reason to assume that – but it’s amazing how people will blame God when things go wrong! (That’s actually a great opportunity to bring people to think about the reality/unreality and unreasonableness of their so called faith!)
Anyway – one of the kings remembers that Elisha the prophet is nearby so they go off to see him to secure his help – v12. 
Elisha’s response? He’s not amused, and seems like he realises he needs to calm down before he tries to give any advice from the Lord – v15. Great eg about not speaking or making decisions when emotions are running high! In the midst of the music the Lord comes to him and reveals what he wants these kings to do. How gracious is God – they didn’t deserve this, but he was going to work for them anyway – after all, Israel and Judah were his people and he’d made a covenant with them.
Like all the OT this account isn’t here just for our information, but for our transformation. There are principles here that apply just as much to us as to the kings of Elisha’s day. 

1. We are in as helpless position as those kings were! They and their armies were dying of thirst, completely unable to do anything. They needed God to help or they were going to die.

This is in reality the condition not only every unsaved person (dead and needing God to make them alive), but also every individual believer and church. We’re not dead – but we as surely totally dependent on the work of God as those soldiers were in the desert of Edom. 

Now we are not like them (I hope) in that they had gone off on some hair brained, ill thought through scheme of vengeance without thought of God. (Be very afraid if you ever do that!). But even as God’s people, and even having the H/S living in us, we must always remember that whatever we do is dependent upon the Lord; by ourselves we can do nothing. We must always rely on him; let us never forget that no amount of social action good works and care, no amount of warm welcome, good music or good preaching will in and of itself achieve what we’re here for! Ours is a spiritual mission and we must be sustained by God’s power, not our own enthusiasm, initiative or love. And notice the last one of those (no amount of love); loving and caring for people is great, but unless empowered by the H/S no amount of love will really minister in a sustaining and life giving way. We need more than human words, more than human love and affection; deep and inner healing and strength comes from the Lord and his power alone. 
In everything we are utterly dependant on him – lets be very, very careful that we never slip into simply doing the right things and thinking that’s all that’s required. If we do that we’re on the path to dying as a church! 

Picture of boat when tide is out – it needs the tide to come in to float. Without God the H/S we’re like that boat. Remember what the Lord says ‘Without me you can do nothing’ – Jn 15:5.
So this is the first thing. But it’s not all – The instruction from Elisha was to dig ditches
2. We have to be ready for when God moves or we’ll miss the blessing.
The Israelites were not in charge of the water that would save them – but they were to be ready for it, they were to make sure that they had the ditches in place for when it came. 
The H/S blows when he wants, where instructed by Father and Jesus – we cannot tell where and what and how he might work – but we can and must make sure that we are ready and prepared for him – especially when God promises that those times of blessing will come and that he will work. 

Ancient Egyptians new that the Nile flooded each spring and would prepare irrigation ditches and pools ready to collect the water when it came.

Felixstowe terminal – expanded to receive big cargo ships, and channels dredged so they can get in. All done before they come. 

No good waiting and then responding – if we believe God be true to his promise and then we need to act accordingly in faith and dig the trenches so we’re ready. 
It’s not presumption but faith to prepare for blessing and live in expectancy. Sometimes it’s a fine line – but sometimes I fear Xians of our ilk err on the side of caution (we don’t want to fall into name it and claim it territory!). But God does say that when the seed is scattered there will be a harvest; he does promise that his word will not return to him void; he says that it is not his will that any should perish. It is fair to assume that if we as a church, or if you as an individual, have a clear conscience and walk humbly before the Lord, seeking him, asking for his blessing and help and support and rescue then we/you can expect God to work and to bless. He’s not a stingy God! He’s a God who loves to give good gifts. If a human father gives good gifts how much more our heavenly father when we ask him will give us the H/S! Faith doesn’t act merely on what we can see or reason is likely; in fact often things look bleak or impossible so faith is when we act and prepare – like the Is did with the ditches, like Noah did with the Ark, in believe that God will honour his word and promises. Let us dig ditches in our lives and in our church ready and expecting God to move.
3. So how do we dig our ditches? What sort of things should we be doing to be ready for God to move and to make sure we receive the blessings he wants to give?
Nothing out of the ordinary I’m sure! 
· Dig out a spiritual desire. Do we/you actually want God to bless – really want him do? Is your longing and passion, or is it just something you’ll be grateful for if it happens? (There is a difference). Hunger and thirst after righteousness. If you haven’t got a desire then he’s not going to fill it is he!! What is it, what spiritual grace or virtue do you most want God to give/create/satisfy in you?
· Dig out the rubbish. Ditch in front of family home – had to be cleared out. We read in Genesis that Isaac dug again the wells his fathers had dug. Often the way! Cleaning out the forgotten ways
· Dig deep into your Bible regularly so he can speak and reassure in the way you ask him to. This is where he’ll speak and teach and encourage and fill, etc.
· Dig out regular time to pray – talk to him and listen to him. Pray often and specifically. ‘Open your mouth wide, for God will fill it’ Ps 81:10.
· Dig into church and fellowship with God’s people as often as you can.  
· As a church let us – Dig out, create the opportunities. Keep getting the word out – (magazine out shortly); keep talking about Jesus, don’t stop, don’t give up. Then there’s things like the children’s work prayers – dig the ditches and see who’ll come!) 

4. Ditch making takes effort! Time has to be made, thought has to be given, temptation has to be strangled.
Sing: Jesus, be the centre
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