Page 4 of 4

[image: image1.png]&y WhittonbaptistChurch

Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Sermon Title: A never Ending Honeymoon!
Bible Reference: Isaiah 62:5
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
“As the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you” Isaiah 62:5
This week in Life Groups we were looking at the 7th Command – Do not commit Adultery. As always with J John there were some wonderful oneliners in his talks – but it was jam packed with good, biblical principles and teaching that just makes sense.
As always he was never simply saying what we shouldn’t do but set it alongside some things we should do to help us avoid the temptation and action of any form of adultery.

Not many people set out on their wedding day with the intention of being unfaithful to their spouse – but reality is that for many the honeymoon doesn’t last long. Familiarity sets in and its then that commitment has to be the dominant character in the relationship.

When couples come to me to ask to be married the first thing I do is get them to at what God says about marriage in the Bible – and make it clear that it’s not about love and it’s absolutely not about sex. Those things may help – but reality is that for some/many couples they wane and wear thin with time. If marriage is based only on emotion of love then what happened if that goes for some reason? If you’re married simply because they set the emotions running then what happens they stop doing that – health, stress, looks, age?  
And to be honest, too often love and lust get mixed up, and whilst love is a weak foundation, lust is even worse! 
Truth is that the Bible is clear that as far as God is concerned marriage isn’t primarily about either of those things. When the Bible speaks of marriage it talks in terms of covenant and companionship
[Beware of the] adulteress… who forsakes the companion of her youth and forgets the covenant of her God  (ESV) Proverbs 2:16-17
the LORD was witness between you and the wife of your youth…she is your companion and your wife by covenant. (ESV) Malachi 2:14 …

Biblically a covenant is a solemn promise, broken only with the severest consequences. 

· Cutting a covenant – If I break this I’ll be as these animals.

· Covenant was the relationship between God and his people Israel. He’d made the covenant with them so it could not be broken and it’s the basis of all his subsequent dealing with them. It’s why in the OT he could not and would not let them go, regardless of what they did or didn’t do; it’s also why he could simply let them act any old way – they too had agreed the covenant with him also. 

So Covenant isn’t ultimately about feelings, it’s about promises and commitment and determination and being friends/companions. And that’s what God wants our relationships and marriages to be like. 
What do most of us want most from those/the one closest to us? For them to be a special, best friend who we know we can trust, who cares for us and puts us first come what may This is his gold standard. 
Nothing will destroy marriage as surely as adultery. I’ve sadly seen many marriages suffer from adultery and whilst not all have been destroyed very, very few have flourished afterwards. In the overwhelming majority something is broken and the marriage is not the same again. 

But I also know this – and so do most of you – that invariably adultery is a symptom and not simply the cause. When adultery happens it usually indicates that all was not well with the relationship.  

The answer is to try to make sure that the honeymoon doesn’t end! Dream on you say! Well maybe, but here’s the thing – not many relationships fail on the honeymoon! It’s when the honeymoon period finishes that trouble can creep in. The wisdom J john brought out from the Bible was excellent and I think is worth a second airing – 

Show Part 2 of the DVD (15 mins)
Respect


Love is built on the foundation of mutual respect.


‘Each man must love his wife as he loves himself and the wife must respect her


husband.’ Ephesians 5:33

Responsibility


‘Each of you should look not only to your own interests but also to the interests of


others. Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.’ Philippians 2:4–5

Romance


‘May you rejoice in the wife of your youth . . . may you ever be captivated by her


love.’ Proverbs 5:18–19, niv

Resolve


‘Didn’t the Lord make you one with your wife? . . . Guard yourself; remain loyal to


your wife.’ Malachi 2:15
As I was reflecting on all this after our Life Group an email came in which took me to those words in Isaiah - “As the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.” (Isaiah 62:5) and I just thought ‘How wonderful’. This is part of a prophecy about the time Jesus would bring, the time of the kingdom – our time. This is no longer future tense, it is then for sure how God feels about us and how he treats us NOW! 
Here is the beautiful reality that he loves you with the same intensity as the day he saved you. Nothing has been lost, nothing overtaken by other considerations or responsibilities. He hasn’t grown up, got a responsible job and children; he doesn’t find our continued shortcoming so irritable he withdraws! 
He feels the same way now as he ever did; his care, commitment, devotion, protection, provision and sheer affection for you hasn’t changed one bit. 
Ours to him may change – but his never does. He has the same energy and excitement and enthusiasm and enjoyment. He is trying to get into our hearts what he means when he says he rejoices over us with all his heart.

J John said that a couples love & commitment to each should be the least amount of love we ever feel – it should get bigger as we get older. Well with God this is pretty much how it is! His love for us was perfect and total to start with and it hasn’t diminished one hit, and never will.

With him the honeymoon never ends, but if anything gets better as we get to appreciate him more and more. He doesn’t change, but having loved us in all our sin he’s changing us so that our admiration, affection, regard, respect and yes sheer love for him grows more and more – which really ought to make our enjoyment of the relationship we have with him better and better to longer we go and older we get.

He never fails, he never grows old, he never changes, he never loses appeal or gets fed up. He’s always what we need and what we want; his power and wisdom and creativity and love will only get bigger in our estimation as we gradually get more and more like him.

The greatest display of his was and always will remain the cross and the res. Here is love, not that we loved him but that he loved us and gave himself for us, whilst we were still sinners.
Let’s now use our time of communion to renew our vows and express gratitude for his unchanging commitment and care for us. 
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