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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Sermon Title: God’s Chariots (His Sovereignty) 
Bible Reference: Psalm 104:3
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
He makes the clouds his chariot and rides on the wings of the wind. Ps 104:3

My attention this week was arrested by these words in Psalm 104. This whole Psalm is about God’s control and power which I think is very appropriate and necessary to keep in mind in the light of the words and rhetoric over the last few weeks and the vote on Thursday. 

Much hot air and angst has been generated over the last few weeks. Did we do the right thing? Did I vote the right way? What if …?!

Feels to me like a great time to stop, draw breath and remind ourselves again of one of the great revelations of the Bible - that God is on the throne, that he rules over all, that he has a plan and a purpose that he is inexorably bringing to pass and that nothing, bar nothing will stop him. He is never stumped or thwarted by the votes or plans we have! 

I would say this about the EU vote - if it was important for his followers to vote one particular way he’d have told us & it would have been very clear. (Yes I know it was to some anyway – but when a Christian is so certain about ‘a thing indifferent’ I’m always a little sceptical of their motives!) If there is something of importance he doesn’t leave us to 2nd guess – he makes it clear. He doesn’t play cat and mouse, hide and seek, teasing us about what is right and wrong.

I often think that we get way to screwed up about guidance – am I doing the right thing? Am I in the ‘perfect will of God’? Etc! Listen – if you’re submitted him and have a humble and genuine desire to do his will then simply pray, read the Bible and if still in doubt talk to a trusted mature Christian friend. If no direct principles come to light which should govern what you will  do then the choice is up to you – the chances are there is no one thing God wants you to do, you are free to make you choice, submitted to God, as you will.

Now take this wider, and into the realm of government. Yes, we may well, and rightly I think, believe that some forms of government are better than others. But that is NOT our major concern. Our concern as God’s people should always be primarily for God’s Kingdom, what will promote it, what will enhance it, what will bring more people into. Even whilst we may be heavily involved politically for one party of another, or be inner or outers we are ultimately citizens of heaven, and our #1 allegiance is to the King of the kingdom. Our concern should always be predominantly for people to join his kingdom, regardless of what political system they live under. 

Let me give you a couple of eg’s: 

· Jesus lived under occupation, and gave no evidence of resisting the authorities. In fact he positively encouraged respect for it - ‘Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s’. Big reason for disappointment and confusion – he was the political leader the Jews expected and wanted. Jesus simply worked to bring in another kingdom. 

· Ap Paul travelled extensively around the Roman empire with the gospel – not once do we have record of him getting steamed up about godless, idolatrous politicians. But we do have clear instruction to pray for them – ‘I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people— 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our Saviour, 4 who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 1 Tim 2. Note the reason for the prayer, why and the end goal of the prayer – it was for kingdom purposes.

All of this is a very long way in which to travel to Psalm 104 where we see the reason why we don’t need to sweat this big stuff, and why we are free to work to another goal – because God himself has the big stuff under control. Here in this Psalm is a beautiful reminder of God’s power and control in and over all things. We might well use a buzz word, a word that’s been very much to the fore recently in the EU debate - ‘sovereignty’. God’s total and unrestricted self governance and control of his creation is what Christians refer to as his sovereignty. His control and authority over the world he has made.

Really helpful verse is Heb 11:3 ‘By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, …’ We don’t have concrete proof, but we have evidence and most importantly the revelation from God about these things. Let’s not kid ourselves, or be ashamed of the fact that there is an element of faith, in which we choose to believe that things came about and are as they are because this is what God has reveals to us. (As mentioned before the scientific model’ is also one that ultimately rests on faith – faith in the model, faith in the interpretation of evidence, and faith that something came from nothing at the start!)
‘Universe’ is literally ‘ages’ and ‘command’ is the word ‘Rhema’ which is specific command, word from God (as opposed to ‘logos’ the general word of God). What we have here is the fact that there is an unseen hand/voice that is guiding the course of the periods through which mankind has lived! In other words, God is working out a purpose! God is guiding the destiny of nations as well as individuals
Great snippet in Daniel 2:21 ‘[God] controls the course of world events; he removes kings and sets up other kings’. (NLT), and in the NT, in Romans 13:1-2, we find out that all governments are ordained of God. Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For all authority comes from God, and those in positions of authority have been placed there by God. 2 So anyone who rebels against authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and they will be punished. 3 For the authorities do not strike fear in people who are doing right, but in those who are doing wrong. Would you like to live without fear of the authorities? Do what is right, and they will honor you’. The powers that be are there only because God permits them to govern.

Let us then not forget this great truth – God is guiding and controlling events. Men think they are in control of what is happening, some may think that men have lost control True sometimes! Truth is that no matter what - God is in control. He is working out a purpose. We see this time and time and time again in the Bible. 

· Israelites in Egypt, Pharaoh, etc. This was for God’s glory. Nations around heard what he had done (remember Rahab in Jericho?)

· Israelites in Promised land in time of the judges. 

· Habakkuk’s time and Babylon

Let’s go back again to Psalm 104:3 and make this personal. It says ‘He makes the clouds his chariot and rides on the wings of the wind’. Clouds = the thick, black, threatening clouds. Wonderful picture here of God requisitioning these for his purposes. The wild winds that blow – these don’t blow him, he rides them, they become used by him.

Now in our personal lives far more than nationally there are many times when dark clouds come, laden with doom; circumstances, the winds of life, seem contrary to us, remember this - God is in control, working for God in ALL things, for his people and his purposes. Even in the worst situations, where Satan seems to have unbridled control, God is working his purposes out. 

Think Gethsemane; think Pilates court; think the cross! Who was in control? Scripture tells us very clearly that ‘God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself’; ‘But it was the Lord’s good plan to crush him  and cause him grief.’ Isaiah 53:10. Dear old Job couldn’t see God riding on the clouds of bereavement, false accusation, financial ruin, desertion, etc. All he saw was dark thunder clouds – but 20/20 hindsight shows us differently!. 

The words of that old hymn by Cowper are so true ‘Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take …’ MP193 (God moves in a mysterious way’) 
These things which often times seem contrary to us, those things which seem opposed to us, and even to God’s will and purposes – he rides on them, he uses them, they become instruments he uses to bring about his purposes.

Let me encourage you then to trust him, place your faith firmly in him – even when you cannot see the way ahead; know that those dark clouds are his chariot. 

Prayer
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