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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Series name: Acts
Sermon # in series: 2
Sermon Title: ‘What to do while waiting for the Lord’
Bible Reference: Acts 1:6-26
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
‘What to do while waiting for the Lord’ - Acts 1:6-26

Review: Proofs of the resurrection; continuity of Jesus work; importance of ‘The Kingdom’. Lets pick up where we left off:

Kingdom thoughts, action and priorities then dominated the lives of his followers from that point on. And of course it’s no different for us. As we saw in Ephesians 1 we have been saved for his glory, for his plans and purposes. Jesus wants every part of our lives to be shaped by, directed by, governed by our citizenship of his kingdom. This includes our family life; the way we talk to each other, the way we react, the things that we put first, the way we spend our time, the way we spend our money, etc, etc, etc. That’s quite a challenge isn’t it – but it’s the way of Jesus. Pick up your cross he said!

And yet, at that time those first followers still didn’t understand what Jesus meant by ‘The Kingdom’. Despite 6 weeks of almost constant teaching they hadn’t got their head round what he meant - as seen in their question ‘Are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?’ v6. Jesus answer can be summed up like this:

1. ‘The Kingdom bigger than you think’. 

They were still thinking in terms of restoration of national sovereignty by rising up to overthrow the Romans. Jesus must have pulled his hair out with them sometimes! ‘No’ he says, that’s not the point! The kingdom isn’t about Jerusalem or even the wider area of Palestine – you’re going to be my witnesses to the entire world. My kingdom is way bigger than this little part of the world’. They had to stop thinking parochial and physical – his kingdom is physical and worldwide.

And we need to keep this perspective too. What God has done is bigger than simply your personal salvation, it’s about his rule and it’s about the whole world. We are to think big, wider than our own lives and circumstances, think whole world. It’s why it’s important to keep a focus on mission, it’s why we as a church give 10% of income and I try to encourage us to support and pray for world mission. It’s not an optional extra, it’s part of what we’re called to do. 

After this Jesus was taken from them. Then what? How do you follow that? What do you do?

Well, ‘wait in Jerusalem as he told you’ of course. But waiting doesn’t mean doing nothing. 

2. What do you do while waiting for God?

They praised God, they prayed together and they Prepared! Luke 24:53 says that they ‘stayed continually at the temple praising God’, and Acts 1:14 ‘They all joined together constantly in prayer’. 

Praise: Praise for who God was and what he’d already done. Easy to fix on what we don’t yet have but praise always helps keep focused on what we do have. Keeps our eyes and attention on the God of the mountains rather than on the mountains themselves. 

Pray: A couple of things to highlight about their prayer

· Together – it means that they met together and prayed with a common sense of purpose. This meeting together was a common feature of the church in the early days. I think we lose something important when we as God’s people don’t meet together to pray. History suggests this sort of prayer frequently precedes God moving by his spirit. There is something about people praying, together, with one heart and with one goal.
· Theme: we’re not told, but I think it’s safe to assume that given Jesus promise of the H/S and his commission that this was a key part of it. Praying his promises is a sure way to get answers! Do you/we need a move of God’s spirit? Pray for it! 

· Constantly –Were they literally always in the upper room praying together? Probably not 24/7 (they had homes, families and they needed to eat, etc!) but it was clearly it was something they were committed to frequently when not occupied by other legitimate necessities. It’s safe to say that they lived in this attitude of prayer. 

Eg 3 for us

Prepare: (Replacing a leader)

Very appropriate for us as a nation just now! Interesting to see the mechanisms in place in civic life, but what about in church? Well this passage has lots to help us, with some timeless principles about deciding what to do.

a) Peter, the emerging main leader, takes them back to scripture to show the need to replace the lost leader (he takes them back to Psalms 69:25 & 109:8). We see here in the everyday life of the church that the scriptures (for them it was the OT) was there guide and authority. And this is the first thing for us – in everything, always go back to ask, ‘what does the Bible say about this situation?’ or ‘Does the Bible have anything to say …?’. 

Having established the need to replace Judas then they established the personal qualifications required of the person who was to take over – v21. Main one was that the person had to have been with Jesus, an eye witness of what he’d done and said for the 3 years of his ministry and to the resurrection. This was important as the teaching and ministry of the new 12 would be foundational for the church as it grew. They had a special and unique, never to be repeated authority. Eph 2:19-20 says ‘Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.’ Critically important then to get the right person. 

Two candidates emerge - Joseph and Matthias. Both fulfilled the criteria, so how to choose? Well they prayed and then they cast lots, (effectively drew straws) in the belief that God would guide the lot. 

We can identify three steps they took which help us also in making our own decisions – as individuals or as a church.

i. Assessment of situation – v21. Way up the options before God; look at the pros and cons and see if the Bible has anything to say. Check out the word of God. If in doubt get some help and advice. Often the answer still isn’t straight forward and there may be a number of legitimate answers. Then

ii. Committing the situation to God – v24. Pray about it and ask the Lord to lead you. This involves humbling ourselves and genuine setting aside of personal preference. No good praying to the Lord for his will saying ‘Lord I’ll do anything, as long as it’s ‘this’! Have a genuine open mind, and if you feel you’re prejudiced one way or other then ask him to show if that’s legit or not. Be open to what the H/S may say whatever it is. And when I say ‘whatever the H/S may ‘say’ I mean any sense of inclination or inner sense of what is good or best. Some would say ‘go with your gut instinct’. I’d put a Christian slant on that and say ‘pray and go with the leading’! But not only that - 
iii. Let God make the decision – v26. They didn’t mess about, they just drew straws and believed that having prayed God would take care the right one came out!! Simples! We need not over complicate things when seeking his will. If you’ve got the first two things right, and do it with the genuine right attitude of heart, then simply make the decision, however you do it. If you’ve assessed the situation, prayed (genuinely and humbly) and there’s no clear ‘This is what to do’ then you are completely free to go with what you feel best, the Lord has been leading you.
Praise, Pray and Prepare
Sing: O Jesus I have promised (following footsteps, following, doing only what he wants)
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