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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Sermon Title: Secured by God
Bible Reference: Ephesians 1:13 - 14
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Sealed by God - Ephesians 1:13-14 

Ephesians 1:13 -14 - And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory.
Last time – All that God has done for us – chose us, predestined us, adopted us
Now we see something else that he has done for us – something beautiful and critical for our contentment and peace of mind.  
Lots of Christians have questions about all sorts of things – that’s OK, but some questions are more troubling than others. Some of the most troubling are those that question if the person is really a Xian, if they can be sure they will get to heaven; ‘Am I really saved?’; ‘How do I know if I’m saved?’; ‘Does God still love me since I did XYZ?’; ‘What about if I’ve committed the unforgiveable sin?’, ‘Can I lose my salvation – stop being a Christian?’, - those sorts of questions can be deeply troubling. 
These verses here in Ephesians give a decisive and unequivocal answer to those questions, as it tells us that God puts a seal, a mark on us that absolutely guarantees and makes certain that those God has called, saved and adopted make it to heaven.
This morning I want us to look at this together, to see the difference it makes and ask ‘Do I know that?’ and if not can I have it?’ Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we knew for sure, and felt that God has sealed us for himself! 
We don’t have to look very far to discover what the seal is:

The Seal is the Holy Spirit – v13, ‘you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit’. He did something to them for their sakes and for God, and I believe that when that happened they both knew and felt. What sort of thing did the H/S do to and for them? He sealed them. Seals in those days had several different functions 

Purpose of the seal:
· Sign of a done deal– legal documents (even today), will be stamped with an official seal to signify that the transaction is finished, completed. Often it’s a simple signature today (like footballers ‘signing confirmed with picture of them signing; or wedding with certificate) 

The Holy Spirit living in us is the sign that our salvation is a done deal, it’s finished, everything paid up – nothing to add. Nothing can change it, the deal has been struck, so it cannot be undone. Secure salvation! Secured by God, not us or anything we do.
· Sign of ownership – The Holy Spirit’s ministry in us and through us is the distinctive mark of ownership. Sheep marked so when they mix with others they can be sorted out. There is a clear distinction made. The H/S is given to us to mark us out as belonging to the Lord Jesus; the H/S work in us and through us should have the effect of making it clear to us and everyone else who we belong to. There should be things about you that mark you out as different, that should be seen and recognised as setting you apart as God’s child. 

And remember the condition of the sheep is a reflection on the owner – so with us also!
· Sign of genuineness – A seal will have an imprint in it, individual, unique. Kitemark, BS mark. Is it the real thing? You look for the sign or mark or seal to check authenticity or if it is an imitation/fake. (Antiques road show). There is always a mark of some kind, something about the thing that maybe only experts can tell, but it will be there that confirms the authenticity and genuineness of the thing. So the H/S in us. His presence, seen and felt by us and others, proves the believer to be genuine. 

So this is what the seal of the Spirit is all about and the obvious question is – do you know this and experience it in your life? Do you know it? Do you feel it? Do you see it and as importantly, do others see this seal, this distinctive work of the H/S in your life? Do they know who you belong to? Are you sure that you belong to Him? Yes, it’s one thing to have the promises of scripture, and thank God for them, but what about this seal, this witness from the H/S, personally and directly? 
I ask this because it is my sad experience that many Christians know little or nothing of this. Of course, at one level they have the Holy Spirit in them – every Xian has that, but clearly not every Xian lives in the experience of this. They should do, but they don’t. Believers should experience this sealing, this experience at the time they first become believers, but for many sadly this isn’t the case – simply because they don’t really know about it. What you don’t know you don’t miss – but I don’t want you to miss this! 

The believers in Ephesus certainly knew it; we know that because Paul reminded them of it, he reminded them of what God had done – ‘Having believed, you were marked in him’. 
But it wasn’t always that way it seems. Acts 18 and 19 tell us the formative months of the church in the town, and it was, to be honest, a stuttering start. A while after they professed faith Paul visited them and as he listened and watched he discerned that somewhere, somehow these young Xian’s were missing something. He realised that what they were missing was the distinctive, sealing marks of the Holy Spirit. Paul dug a little deeper and discovered some serious deficiencies in their understanding and puts them right, and then, being convinced of their genuineness and faith in Jesus he baptises them properly in Jesus name. 
At this point there is no doubt that these people are real Xians, but still there is something else – Paul lays his hands of them and prayed for them and it was then that the H/S came un them and filled them and gave authenticating marks – the seal marks of God’s ownership, authenticating them as real believers. 

This is the events Paul is referring to when he says here in Eph 1 ‘Having believed you were marked in him …’ The Spirit came on them, or we could say filled them and from that moment on everything changed. Belief in their heart became experience and things happened to them and in them that were clear signs that something was different.. 

Suddenly they were enabled by the H/S to speak in a language they hadn’t learnt, have insight into spiritual things they didn’t know! Can you imagine the impact that being able to do these things would have on them? It gave them incredible reassurance about what they believed in their heart. No more doubts about it. Now they knew it was true from experience.

And their experience of something happening that believers knew and felt, something that gave them great assurance and therefore great boldness and confidence as believers was not unique to them. 
We see this time and again in the NT and down through history of the church it’s been that way. For some it happens at the time they are converted, for others it comes at some time other – but when it happens they know about it. They may not know what has happened, but they know God loves them and feel they love him; they feel a sense of acceptance by God – can’t be described. And this gives them a peace and spiritual confidence and assurance which changes everything.
My friends – do YOU know that? Have you had such an experience? Do you remember a time when you KNEW, when you FELT? If not, would you like it? If so then I encourage that as you draw near to remember the Lord now in bread and wine that you ask him. Tell him that you’d like this, that you feel you lack it and would like that assurance, and spiritual confidence. Of course – you need to accompany this with confession, repentance and renewed dedication to him; but do that and yield yourself totally to him and ask him. 
Lost it and want it back? Then ask him. Believers were filled many times, not just a one of thing. 

If for you it would be helpful to do something to show yourself and God you really mean it, then come to me afterwards and I’ll pray with you, like Paul did for those Ephesian believers. I’m no prophet, or apostle, I have nothing magic, but often in the Bible something happened when someone laid hands on and prayed for another. I’m willing to do that if you’d like me to and we’ll see what God will do and open ourselves to his purposes and will in our lives.
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