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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Sermon Title: ‘Miracles today?’
Bible Reference: Acts 3
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Why so few miracles today? Acts 3:1-10
Now, as I pondered this over the last couple of weeks I found myself saying ‘Wouldn’t it be great if the Lord would do such things and authenticate our message about Jesus in such dramatic ways!’ and then I was asking myself the question - ‘So why doesn’t he? Why don’t we see this more?’
Now some say that these sorts of things were really only for the apostles and those early days to get things started. Thus when they died these things stopped to. Anecdotally that may seem realistic – except for two things: they didn’t stop with the apostles and even more importantly, nowhere does the Bible say they stopped or would stop when the apostle died! So I came back to my question ‘why don’t we see more of it?’
No one simple answer but I came up with a few possible answers
i. Need to remember that these were always exceptions rather than the rule! Not everyone was healed.
ii. These miracles had an authenticating purpose and seem to occur mainly at significant times and places.
iii. The need to exercise faith: Peter fully expected the man to be able to walk and so reached out to help him up. 
Further reasons

iv. We settle for second best! This was a full and total healing, but we seem to settle for such small things! Not decrying God using Dr’s intervention and medical understanding – but I do think that sometimes we proclaim relatively ordinary things as wonderful answers to prayer (finding a parking space, help in a tricky situation, etc). And whilst these may well be real answers to real prayer they are hardly the stuff that convinces an unbeliever of the power of God. Likewise the wonderful news that someone has become a Xian. Fantastic (more of this in a moment) but what if after profession of faith they don’t move on and grow spiritually? Now, I’ll not despise these things, but ‘Lord, is that it?’ Where are the old time miracles, the old time changed lives, the old time release from the chains and the joy and liberty? So many professing believers seem to live like Lazarus after he came out of the tomb – alive, but still bound! There’s no real life until the grave clothes are removed and freedom is enjoyed. How seldom we seem to see radically unbound, liberated lives. 
Friends, I think there is a danger that we settle for second best and don’t expect and therefore don’t really seek the radical miracles we read of in scripture or hear of elsewhere. 

v. But not withstanding all this – let’s not underestimate the miracle of the new birth and the authenticating signs which followed this in the NT! One of the things that struck me as I’ve spent time in this passage over the last couple of weeks is that these events are book ended with reports of how the church operated together – 2:42 & 4:32. Forget the healing miracles for a moment because what was happening in and among the Xians was outstanding, truly arresting, truly miraculous. These were people that genuinely, simply lived out what they believed, people whose faith had a significant transforming effect in their lives.

· We all know from experience that what impresses us is when we see people’s faith making a difference – whether it’s in miracles of healing or miracles of joy and patience and grace and long suffering or fruit of the Spirit. So many people who come to faith testify that a significant part of it was the way of life and the witness of a friend. 

So whilst we may wish to see the spectacular healing, I’m left pondering if we don’t see that as a bit of a short cut, a cheap route through? We want people saved without putting in the hard graft of radical Christian living ourselves! Are we prepared to have such faith in God as to radically put him first and trust him? Are we really ready to let go of the wheel of your life, to leave the unknowns and worries with him, to really commit and those things to him? 

In other words – what do people see in us? Do they see anything to make them want to be a Xian? Do we authenticate the gospel? Are our lives different in a good way? Are we living, breathing advertising boards for Jesus and his power?

· And the other part of this is that we should pray for real, radical, miraculous life change and settle for nothing less. Pray for sustaining, triumphing grace in trial, peace which passes understanding and triumph over sin and temptation – those are just as miraculous. 

****
The response from the people to this miracle was one of astonishment and they flocked to see ‘them’ - the man and the apostles (v11). Clearly amazed at what had happened, and at how the apostles had done such a thing.
This reaction is just the same as when Spirit came – 2:6, a crowd gathered to see what was happening; and again Peter responded in exactly the same way – he made the most of the opportunity and again stood up to explain what had just happened, exactly as he had before. 
His message is remarkably similar as he again faced the people up with their personal culpability in the death of Jesus – v13-15 ‘You killed the author of life’ (v15). 

Yes they were guilty, but there was hope if they would ‘repent’ – v19. Repent being more than saying sorry, it means changing mind, behaviour. If they did 2 things would happen 

a. Their sins would be ‘wiped out’ (obliterated, wiped away). Total forgiveness, even of this most heinous of crimes. That’s what we need to know isn’t it – that God deals with our sin completely; never to remember it, never to call it to mind or bring it up again. Oh what mercy. Tell Satan what God has done when he reminds you of your past. It’s not treating sin lightly, it’s being true about what God has done. You have been forgiven, God doesn’t hold it any more. You cannot forget it maybe, but you need not let it weigh you down and stop your joy now. In fact it should actually increase your joy and thanksgiving and loving devotion and praise now! No need to live as second class citizen because of the past. 
Note – if God treats us like that then we need to treat each other like that as much as humanly possible – not holding grudges, being willing to forgive when people are genuinely repentant. Give them a chance, etc! 
b. Times of refreshing would come from the Lord (v19). If sins being wiped out deals with the past then ‘times of refreshing’ is to do with now and the future. Image is of showers on a hot dusty day, bringing freshness, reviving the dry, parched land. When a person truly repents Jesus does the same thing spiritually – reviving the parched, dry, arid heart and bring life and joy and peace. 
The key to it is repentance, genuine repentance. 
It’s not to say every problem will be solved and eased, but it means hope and life where there was none before. 

I posted an article on F/B this week from Challies.com by Adam Ford. He suffers from acute anxiety issues which for the last few years have completely blighted his life. He’s also a full on, Bible believing, Jesus loving Christian and I found it a tremendously helpful article and trust others found it helpful as well. One thing he said struck me and it was this – and it directly pertains to this things about ‘times of refreshing’. I’d like to read it to you: he says that one of the best things we can do for anxious people is remind them of the gospel
We live a life in which our feelings actively try to kill us. It’s a strange existence. We know better than most that feelings can be filthy, stinking liars. While subjective feelings try to do us in, the objective truth of the gospel is what sustains us. It’s our life raft.

The fact that God chose us before the foundation of the world, sent His Son to die on a cross for us, taking upon Himself the punishment for our sins, granting us eternal life in perfect bliss with Him in heaven—this is what sustains us through many dark times. I don’t know how I could go on without this truth sustaining me. This is the anchor of our soul: That our status before God is secure because it’s not dependent on our turbulent feelings, it’s dependent on the finished work of Christ, and when God looks at us, even when we’re being smothered by a wet anxiety blanket, he sees a beloved child, perfectly clothed in the full righteousness of Jesus Christ.

This is refreshing to the souls tormented by anxiety, fear, doubt. It’s the good news, the gospel! Let us all in faith feed on him again now as we remember him and all his death and resurrection achieved for us as eat the bread and drink from the cup. 
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