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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 28th August 2016
Series name: Ephesians 2016
Sermon # in series: 5
Sermon Title: Jesus and the Church
Bible Reference: Ephesians 1:21-23
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Jesus and the Church - Eph 1:21-23
In looking and focusing on all that God has done and will do for us – and it is truly wonderful, just look at v18-19 again! – That power (the power God makes available to us and in us through the H/S) is like the working of his mighty strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead …’ – wow, that’s huge, wonderful in the way it immediately impacts the possibilities in our life. We could finish there, and breathe out a huge song of praise and prayer to God for this power. 

But it doesn’t finish there – not only did God raise Jesus from the dead but he also, v20-23, seated him at his right hand, far above authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, both now and in every age to come. God placed (notice the past tense) everything under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church.
Now whilst it is wonderful that we have God’s power made available to us I want to say to you that what God did for Jesus is even more wonderful, even more glorious. It is all too easy to get centred and focused on our immediate situation and needs that we take our eye off the big picture. God power is available to us for our immediate needs, but this other bit about Jesus is ultimately more significant and important. It’s because of this that we have hope and confidence for now and for the future.
At our Weds morning Bible study we were talking about prayer and I made the shocking confession - that I don’t believe in the power of prayer. I really don’t, but I do believe in the power of the God we pray to! These verses here in Eph 1 tell us about the one we follow, serve and pray to – hugely important to our sense of well being, peace and hope. What do they tell us?

1. Jesus is the absolute greatest! v20-21:

God raised Jesus from the dead, but that was just the start. Having done that so pleased was he with him, so pleased with what he’d achieved and with his total obedience that he elevated him above and made him supreme over every other power. The sovereign, ruling God has given him this place, this rule – over every power, authority, or ruler – human or spirit.

This is really important for us; here is God telling us something we perhaps wouldn’t work out for ourselves – that Jesus Christ is king of the universe. He is "above ALL rule” (v21), He is over "EVERY name" (v21), God has put "ALL THINGS" under his feet (v22), He is head over "ALL THINGS" (v22). God has appointed Jesus as the one with supreme authority over everything, everywhere, not just on earth but in the entire universe!
Everything is under his feet, already, not just potentially, not just sometime in future. We need to know this – everything is under Jesus feet NOW! Jesus really is in control. 

Christian – this is your Jesus! Doesn’t this make you a bit proud of him? Why ever do we allow ourselves to feel intimidated by unbelievers and those who may mock? May God forgive us and increase our confidence! Our Jesus therefore is in control and this should give us great confidence as we trust him
This thrills me – but there is something even more remarkable here (if that’s possible). Look at that last phrase in v22 & into v23 God appointed him ‘head over everything FOR THE CHURCH, WHICH IS HIS BODY, THE FULLNESS OF HIM WHO FILLS EVERYTHING IN EVERYWAY’!
2. Everything is for the church! 

Here we see the simply staggering truth that all this, all of God’s glory and honour is bound up and lasers in on the Church! Jesus is head over everything ‘for the church’. The events of history, the events in the world today, and indeed in the entire universe, are all being guided and directed by God for the sake of the church, because it is in us that his ultimate glory will be climatically and eternally revealed! Let me say that again because this is a simply staggering truth  The events of history, the events in the world today, and indeed in the entire universe, are all being guided and directed by God for the sake of the church, because it is in us that is ultimate glory will be climatically and eternally revealed! This means that we, the church,  is not just some little irrelevant side show – we are and will be in eternity, the star turn, the main player, centre stage in God’s purposes for the universe! 
Everything is for the church! 

Now let me show you why this is: It’s here in v23 - because the church is the body of Christ on earth. Here’s the third dynamic thing I want to highlight for you
3. The Church is Christ’s Body

This isn’t just an image or a picture, it’s not ‘we’re like Christ’s body’, we ARE his body. There is real connection between the two, it is through us, his people, that Jesus works and acts on earth. 

· Saul of Tarsus was on his way to arrest and kill Christians (followers of Jesus); instead he himself was arrested by Jesus, who asked him ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?’ To touch the church was to touch Jesus; he feels it.

· Likewise in Matt 25. Jesus is describing what will happen at the final judgment and the pleasant surprise some will get. ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry, thirsty, in prison, etc?’ Answer: ‘When you helped one of the least of these brothers of mine you did it for me’   v35-40. ‘The brothers’ Jesus refers to are believers, the church. If you persecute the church, you persecute Jesus, and if you show love and affection to the church you show love and affection to Jesus. The church is his body, it is the physical form of his presence on earth.
My minds thoughts are worked out, for better or worse through my body – my hands, legs, mouth, etc. So it is with Jesus.

And in eternity it will be through his people - the church - that his life, his action, his glory will be most revealed in the ages and eternity to come. We, you – dirty, filthy rotten sinners but rescued and cleaned and restored – that will be his glory; it will be in us that his greatness and character will be supremely scene. It won’t be creation, won’t be the miracles he performed, it will be his people the church, his body, his bride.

This is a quite staggering fact.

Where does all this leave us? What is the practical implication of this to us? 2 things!

· Question to ask when doing things or making decisions: Would Jesus do this?  You are joined to Christ; so what you do you involves him in also! Look at 1 Cor 6:15! Don’t you realize that your bodies are actually parts of Christ? Should a man take his body, which is part of Christ, and join it to a prostitute? Never! So, ask yourself: does Jesus want to go there, see that? Would he do this? Will he enjoy this? 

· We should all play an active role in our church. What we see in passages like this is that the church is absolutely key, it’s central to what God is doing and what he will do. So commitment, involvement really isn’t a question of take it or leave it. It’s an essential part of being a Christian, of living out our life. Must remember that church isn’t just here for us, to serve us, to help us. Not just a supermarket to pick and choose from. We are part of this church and have a (warning, dirty word coming up!) responsibility to each other and to God. He wants us each to be participators not spectators, to be contributors not consumers. Not simply ‘What can I get out of this’, but ‘What can I give? How can I serve Jesus?’
· God’s honour is at stake in us! What happens in us, among us goes all the way up to heaven; the power and authorities are looking and watching. This is why it’s so important we watch ourselves and why it’s an absolute tragedy when a church get into trouble and argues or divides. It’s why it’s imperative that each of us strives to be as healthy as possible for Jesus. 

Here then we see the mystical union that exists between Christ and his church, how his purposes and intrinsically bound up, connected to us.

What a high privilege is ours, what a great responsibility comes with it. May God help us to live as individual’s lives that he is comfortable and pleased with, and may our community life together reflect his designs.

Amen:
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