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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Series name: Ephesians
Sermon # in series: 6
Sermon Title: Objects of Wrath!
Bible Reference: Ephesians 2:1-3
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   

What we were - Ephesians 2:1-3

Although there’s a new chapter in our Bibles it’s just a new paragraph in Paul’s thought pattern. 
Throughout Ch 1 he’s been talking about the wonderful privileges and blessings God has given to us his people, (called into his family, children of God, forgiven and accepted, he’s given us hope in life and death, and power to help us at all times and in all things. Incredible power – power which raised Jesus from the dead). That thought of Jesus seemed to spark his mind to slightly sidetrack him for a moment to dwell for a moment on who Jesus is, his greatness and supremacy – 1:21. You know, a mark of growing spiritual maturity is when our minds go more to Jesus than to ourselves, when we like to talk more about him than self; when we think more about his greatness than our problems. 
His thoughts of Jesus were sparked by the mention he made of Jesus death and his being raised to life again. And it’s like, as he turns his attention back to his readers, he says this is what happened to you too! 2:1 – ‘You (too) were dead … but, v4, God made you alive’. God has actually already done something very similar for us as he did for Jesus, we’ve both has resurrections! 

I want us to pause and think about this – it’s profound. We need to understand just what God is saying here in his word. Three very serious and solemn things about us: 
1. We were DEAD – v1

2. We were ENSLAVED – v2

3. We were CONDEMNED – v3 

Three things here which run counter to every message we get taught from our current culture which says that we’re all inherently good and what people need is their self esteem bolstering, their individuality and choices celebrated and embraced regardless of how they are manifest. We should encourage and celebrate and absolutely never suggest that in some way that a person may be is mistaken, misguided or wrong! 
Well, how different that is to what God says here in his word. Speaking to people who like us were devoted followers of Jesus God gives his diagnosis of our condition before we were saved, and it’s not pretty - dead, enslaved and condemned! 

Why say these things? What’s his purpose? – to make them depressed and think what a rotten, useless bunch they are? Not a bit! He does it because he wants to show us the contrast between what we were and what we are now. He wants us to know that what’s happened to us is really as big a miracle as the raising of Jesus; that God really has done something wonderful for us. 

This is important for although it’s very humbling it also has the effect of making us very grateful and hopeful. Let’s look at it a little more closely:
1. We were dead
Dead! Now I’ve seen a few dead bodies in my time, and so have some of you, and it’s painful, desperate and gut wrenchingly sad. I’ve made an observation – dead people can’t do anything! You can talk to them, but they don’t respond, you can command them – they can’t obey. You can love them, but they can’t love back; you can instruct them but they can’t learn. Dead people can’t change, they cannot do anything because there is no life in them. And you know what – no one is more dead than another! There are no categories in deadness! Dead is dead!

That’s what God says we are spiritually – dead. Physically alive, spiritually dead. And we couldn’t change ourselves. All dead, none more dead than others! Dead in church or outside!
2. We were enslaved

The word slave isn’t actually used, but it’s the meaning of ‘when you followed the ways of the world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air’, v2. And v3 talks about ‘gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature’. Three things here that we’re slaves to: 
· The World. Our environment, our culture, works against God; we’re surrounded and confronted with lust, gossip, innuendo, self promotion, greed in the media and culture in general, and whether we knew it or not it did shape us. Hence in Rom 12:2 we as Xians told “Do not let the world squeeze you into its mould.” 

· The Devil – ‘the ruler of the kingdom of the air’. He is the great force for evil, pain and heartache in our world. His aim is to always work against God, and by nature we were all under his sway and influence. By nature he was your master. Oh, he hid (hides) it very well most of time because his job is half done if people don’t believe in him. And it’s true that most people aren’t actually ‘wicked’; in fact they are pretty good and kind much of the time. There is huge amounts of kindness and compassion in the world aren’t there – and thank God that there is. But kindness in itself isn’t enough; those kind people also sin – words, thoughts, etc aren’t always what they should be. But try to stop and be totally good - never selfish, self centred, always thinking best or others, never getting cross, frustrated, etc, and you’ll soon see that it’s impossible.  
· The Flesh – ‘sinful nature’ v3. Our old self - with its desire for self service and self-destructive tendencies. It seems strange to describe ourselves as slaves to our own desires – our culture defines freedom as basically the ability to do anything we want. But this is actually a symptom of our problem! The things we want are ultimately self-destructive. True freedom comes when we are no longer subject to natural human desires that are ultimately self-destructive.
3. We were condemned
‘Objects of God’s wrath’ – v3.  Man it gets worse! Don’t like to hear of God’s wrath today – much rather hear about love. Of course we would! But truth is that for God to be love he must also have this wrath side, because he cannot be completely loving if He does not hate the things that rob us of ultimate and complete happiness. Think about it!
As imperfect people we were liable and subject to that wrath. It’s not that he didn’t love us – he did, but it describes what we were, and what every person is by nature! The harsh reality is that outside of Christ, people perish eternally. Dead, enslaved, condemned! 
This is what we were – and most of the time were completely unaware of it! In great danger. Lying back with no idea of the looming storm coming up when we stood before our maker; just assuming we would be OK! 

We were, you were dead; in great danger and unable to do anything about it.

But God knew, and because God loved he acted – v4 ‘BUT, BECAUSE OF HIS GREAT LOVE FOR US, God …’. People say God is harsh – but his actions say otherwise. He didn’t have to send Jesus; he didn’t have to do anything. But because he loved he acted. He sent Jesus and worked in you to make you alive so you could do something about it. Friends – you are safe from God’s wrath today because he did something for you. Without him you’d still be hopelessly lost. 

Some of you would hate to go back to where you were, living how you were. God has picked you up out of a deep pit. The thought of going back is too awful to consider. Let me encourage you to thank God for his wonderful love to you and all he’s done for you.

Others may never have been to the places of crisis and may even sometimes wish you had a more dramatic story. Thank God you haven’t! Thank him that you haven’t been in the pit of addiction, of abuse, of poverty, of loneliness of depression. You don’t have to have experienced those things to be grateful. But you respectable sinners, you good, church going sinners – you too were objects of God’s wrath just like the rest. And he saved you too! You owe him just as much. You probably weren’t even aware of the danger you were in; probably quite satisfied with how things were. Not a great sinner – but you were dead, and unless God had acted you would be facing the certainty of the fires of hell. How much you have to be grateful for!
Thus let us all, whoever and whatever we were, come to share the bread and cup with deep humility and huge gratitude to our Saviour/rescuer, and let us be glad to own him as Lord
Sing:
I once was lost
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