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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Sermon Title: God is Able
Bible Reference: Ephesians 3:20
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Ephesians Series - #11
God is Able – Ch 3:20
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever!
Remember the context? Saved sinners called into a new community, a community that is radically different from the society and culture around? A community marked by unity, love, thoughtfulness, forgiveness between people regardless of age, race, language, background, personality, upbringing, etc, etc? 
Such a thing might almost beyond our dreams – but this is the Lord’s vision for us, his new community here in Whitton, and in every church and between the churches! How could it be? Well we said last week that it can only be done with God’s help – as we are strengthened in our inner being by his Holy Spirit, as we are rooted and grounded in God’s love and filled up and controlled by the H/S. 

When he is in control these things which seem impossible become possible – and that’s the thrust of this wonderful last statement in the chapter. With God it can happen – the only limiting factor is us the people! But it is possible when we walk with Jesus and let him have total control in our lives – that’s all of us letting him have control! 
But I think we can legitimately take this statement wider than this context; there really isn’t any reason to limit what God can do simply to enabling us to live in unity together – though in all honesty I’m not sure there is a much greater miracle than that!! The truth is that he is able to more than we can dream, ask or imagine in any situation and it’s this I want to encourage you with today. 
You have been rescued by God (– you have been rescued haven’t you? If you’re not sure then please get that right before you go any further!) You have been rescued by God and his mighty Spirit, the Holy Spirit, the one through whom he made the creation, the one through whom he raised Jesus from the dead, this mighty, powerful H/S living in you and there is nothing He cannot do in and through you. He is with you 24/7, 52 wks a year – not just on Sundays.

I do think many believers have a tendency to put God in a box – he’s the Sunday God; of if he’s not then he’s really only interested in certain parts of our lives. He isn’t – he’s interested in every part, every day and he’s willing to help you. At home, with the children, with the difficult marriage, in the frustration of not having a marriage, at work, at the Job centre, at the Dr’s surgery, the consultants appointment, in the operating theatre. 

We really should not nor need not box God in and limit him to what we think is possible. This wonderful verse tells us that He able to go waaaay beyond our expectations.  ‘To him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine …’ 
There is a very simple, profound and powerful truth in this verse – quite simply that
God is Able – whatever it is you think, God is able! Nothing to big, nothing to small. 
1. He is the God who gives you more than you expect! 

Ever had the disappointment of getting less that you hoped for or expected? A purchase of a product with slick advertising; an experience that is decidedly underwhelming? A holiday that didn’t live up to expectations? Much was promised but reality is a different matter – actually in our advertising crazed world this is a frequent thing isn’t it! It happens all the time doesn’t it, and often in much more important things than what we buy maybe from a relationship, a job, or something else important. So often we get less than what we hope for or expect. It is the rare moment that your hopes and expectations are exceeded.
But with God you always get more! Matt 19:26 – ‘with God nothing is impossible’; Luke 1:37 ‘For nothing is impossible with God’. These are genuine, truthful statements. The only thing that limits God are the limits we put on him! It is the limited nature of our thinking, dreaming and believing that prevents us seeing and knowing and experiencing more of God, because the reality is that he is just big, great and powerful beyond our wildest dreams. 

What we don’t see in our English translation is that as he writes this section Paul is actually struggling for words to describe God’s greatness. His own vocabulary failed him and he ends up resorting to making up a new word! What he does is actually to morph two words together to a make a new super word! ‘Immeasurably more’ - is saying that what God can do is Incredibly Incredible; Extravagantly Extravagant; Awesomely Awesome; Outrageously Outrageous; Fantastically Fantastical; Amazingly Amazing; Infinitely Infinite – all the time!!! You get the picture?
So we could say that our God is indescribably indescribable! Ps 147 says of him ‘His understanding has no limit’.
I’ve put a video to some music and hope this will help give you a sense of God’s greatness and wisdom; let’s have a look. Video Clip: 
The God that designed and made and controls all that is your God. We’re still discovering and as yet don’t know the half! No wonder he is able to do immeasurably, abundantly more than we ask or imagine! This is the God who has adopted you, forgiven you, loves you, cares for you, stands by you, protects you – not just for a moment but constantly, all the time and forever. This is the God that will never let you go, never turn his back on you, never reject you. This God – the God beyond our understanding or even imagination – this God is your God and you are his child. 
But there’s more!

2. He is the God who lives in you! – ‘according to his power that is at work within us’
Now that is difficult to take in; this God living in me! This indescribably powerful God, in me! But that is what he says. Bible puts it this way – ‘You are the Temple of the H/S’; this is the God, the God who made all this, who controls all this – this is the God who with all his power lives in you by his Holy Spirit. 

How often we feel powerless, how often we feel weak, intimidated, daunted. But here is the source of our comfort, strength and victory – By myself I can do nothing, but like Paul says ‘I can do all things through Him who gives me strength.’

When we look at it like this the sky becomes the limit! It’s not what can I do, but what can God do through me? What can’t God do with your hands, your talents? If your weakness turns you to God and to rely and trust him then it becomes your biggest asset for He is the one who turns darkness to light, weakness to strength, despair to hope, desperation to calmness.
Remember - God is able to do far more and abundantly beyond ALL we ask or think.
1 Corinthians 2:9 "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him"- NIV.

Sergei Nikolaev was a Christian leader in the Soviet Union. Many years ago, at the height of the Communist Atheism and faced with almost insurmountable opposition to Jesus he was known for saying - "Don’t look at the circumstances and don’t look at what you can’t do. Look at your Lord. Call on his power. Trust his timing. Don’t put a period where God puts a comma."
That advice is still good. Our God, your God is able, so let’s rejoice in him, let’s trust him and let’s live and work in the confidence of his limitless power and love and grace and compassion for us. Let’s rest in the knowledge of his infinite wisdom and care. Don’t sweat the small stuff – and don’t sweat the big stuff, leave it with the God who is able to do immeasurably more that we can ask or even imagine.
I’m going to finish this morning with another video clip. Many of you will have seen it before, I’ve played it a few times, but not recently and I think it deserves to be dusted down and played! SM Lockeridge - ‘That’s my king’.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9K80pozOfrU 
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