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Sermon Title: God’s recipe for a healthy Marriage (Pt3)
Bible Reference:  Ephesians 5:24f
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart

My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Husbands love your wives as Christ loved the church - Ephesians 5:25f
In looking at the instruction to wives it was necessary for us to establish the role of husbands. Without this the instruction can seem harsh and belittling. What I hope I was able to demonstrate from the Bible that is God does not intend husbands to be dominant and bossy and wives to be meek and submissive; some women may be that way by nature, but it’s not the command of the Bible. The instruction for wives to submit is simply about order in the home, for order to replace chaos and anarchy where everyone does what is right in their own eyes. It’s not about importance or rank or position. Rather what we’ve seen is that the primary role of the husband is to provide godly leadership of the family.

Now as we turn to the instructions to husbands we turn our attention to see HOW he is to carry this out, how he is to lead. And I believe that the Lords instruction for husbands is MUCH harder and much more important than the instruction to wives. If husbands got this bit sorted then the rest would fall into place! Most people, let alone wives, have no problem respecting someone they know genuinely cares for them and has their best interests at heart. As has been wise said ‘People don’t care how much you know until they know how much you care’.
The instruction here to husbands is for them to love their wives just as Christ loved the church. The instruction must be read as a whole – love your wives … as Christ loved the church. That’s the standard, that is the instruction. Not just love your wives, but ‘as Christ loved the church’, lets open this up and look at it carefully
Love - Prince Charles (show picture) when asked ‘Are you in love?’ famously replied “Whatever ‘in love’ means!”. I think many of us tittered quietly to ourselves when we heard that (with apologies for those of you too young to remember it!!), but actually, he has a point! The question is often asked ‘do you love him/her’ but what does that actually mean? People speak about being ‘in love’ with someone - what do we mean by that question?

When we talk about being in love we usually have in our minds an emotional feeling; can’t define it and I’m not going to try to! You know it if you have it or have had it! It’s what the Greeks would have called ‘eros’ – touchy feely, emotions raging, romantic, etc, etc. It’s a wonderful gift from God, but it is NOT what the scriptures mean here! 
I’m absolutely certain that it helps to have these sort of feelings towards your wife, but this isn’t what is commanded here. Paul doesn’t say that husbands must feel ‘in love’ or be ‘in love’ with their wives! 
Neither is being head over heals ‘in love’ a strong enough foundation for marriage. Big problem these days is that too many confuse lust with love! Lots of lust, but when that goes, as it often does for many people and many couples, they find they have little else to hold them together, apart maybe from children. If the marriage/relationship is primarily build on physical passion then when that goes it’s likely to end in only one way. 

This isn’t the love God commands husbands to have. The love we are told to have and show towards our wives is a different thing altogether. The Gk word is ‘Agape’ which has absolutely nothing to do with lust or feeling. In fact, most wouldn’t even identify it with what we call ‘love’ at all. Agape reveals itself in commitment, dedication, thoughtfulness, consideration, support that sticks no matter what. It’s about covenant – a solemn, unbreakable promise. 
And this is why, in instructing these new Christians writing about marriage, people who really had no idea what Christian marriage was about (like so many today), the writer uses Jesus as his role model. Jesus and the church is the role model for Christian marriages. So let’s think about Jesus, let’s think about the way he treats the church.

One of THE key teachings in the Bible is that God is a covenant God. His love is what we may call ‘covenant love’. I don’t want to get all heavy on you but this is important, and directly bears on what we’re about to look at, so it’s worth looking at.
A covenant in the Bible was an agreement between two people or two groups of people. It was something voluntarily entered into with promises on both sides and an agreement that consequences would follow if either party broke the agreement. The remarkable thing is that God entered into such covenant agreements with people. He did it with Abraham to start with and later with his wider descendants who we know of as the Jews. He promised that he would do certain things for them (like protect and provide and lead, etc) and they agreed that they would honour him, obey him and follow him. Trouble is, and this is the narrative story behind all the OT, is that they seemed singularly unwilling to keep their side of the bargain, with the resultant consequences, which are still felt today. However, here’s the big thing for us - having made the covenant, and despite the people breaking their side of it God never, ever broke his side of the bargain. He wouldn’t walk away from it. He is a covenant keeping God.
Now this is where we link this to the passage here, for in Eph 5:25 God instructs the Christian husbands to love their wives as Christ loves the church. 

Christs/Jesus love for the church is the same covenant thing, and it works like this: you have a problem in that your sin alienates you from God. It has serious consequences now and in the life hereafter. But God has acted: Jesus (God the son) died on the cross in the place of guilty people. He took the blame, he took the punishment from God the Father for others; and his resurrection then proved that father was satisfied with this. 
Having done that – having himself done what was necessary to sort out our sin the way is open for him to offer eternal forgiveness and reconciliation to God to all who desire it. Jesus summarised it best like this: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life’ John 3:16. The offer is quite simple: 
· God’s side: Jesus will forgive any person that comes to him and asks him to forgive them. Not only that but God adopts them as his children and gives them the gift of the H/S to help them in their new life. Having done this his promise is to never, ever send them away or reject them. He will watch and protect them and ensure they arrive safely in heaven. 
· Our side: What he asks of us is faith in Jesus only to save us (that’s not hard is it; in fact it’s absurdly simply!). With that faith he asks for a willing determination to repent - turn from our self-centred lives, to turn from all we know to be grievous to God and to start to seriously follow Jesus and let him be the leader of our lives. 
When you therefore came to Jesus and asked him to forgive you and turned from your sin, you became one of his people, part of the New Community, the church. At that moment God entered into a covenant with you to never leave or reject you. You are his and his forever. He will not let you go, he will be faithful, come what may, regardless of how many times you stumble or fall. He’s your friend, your teacher, he’s there as your lawyer, your defender before God. He helps and leads and guides and nothing will ever change that. (I’ve found a friend, Oh such a friend)
Now lets come back to this instruction to husbands – Husbands, love your wives and Jesus loves the church. Our love for our wives is first and foremost about commitment, not feelings. He doesn’t tell us to be in love, but to love as he loves us. To be faithful, committed to the covenant we make when we marry, come what may - whether we are rich or poor, ill or healthy, whether that is easy or difficult. Jesus doesn’t give up on us or break his promise and we are not to give up or break our promise. 
This is the first thing it means to love our wives as Jesus loves the church – to stick with it to the end. 

Application: 
i. Now that might be uncomfortable listening for those of you who’ve experienced the pain and grief of a marriage breakdown. I’m aware that it may reopen old wounds or induce a sense of guilt and sadness. Let me say this gently - if the guilt is justified then take that to Jesus and say you’re sorry. Along with asking God’s forgiveness let me encourage you to make good any words you feel you may yet need to say that haven’t been said. Sorry seems to be the hardest word – but say it if, on looking back you realise that maybe you didn’t do everything you could or try as hard as you could. But then know that Jesus blood covers all sins and live thankful that he’s a forgiving God and has given you a second chance. These instructions here in the Bible isn’t about inducing guilt, it’s about leading us to Jesus and moving on to change and better husband and loyalty.
ii. Husbands – let us seek to take heed to the instruction of the Lord and re resolve to do our utmost to follow it. If you need help, then ask!

iii. And for all of us – let us be thankful for the covenant love of Jesus, who loves us with unchanging love, who sticks with us when we are unlovely, who is faithful when we are very unfaithful, and let us be a good ‘wife’ to him
Sing: Before the throne of God above
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