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A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart

My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Acts 10-11 - #16

We’re going to carry on where we left off a couple of weeks ago – in Acts 10 and hopefully get into Ch 11 as well. Last time we spoke about the importance of preparation and participation.  Reflecting afterwards I thought that some of what I intended as helpful tips for participation were too easily open for misunderstanding, and could have been more destructive than constructive. One of the things I mentioned was about where we sit, with specific mention of the back row! Nothing wrong with the back row – I didn’t mean that; there can be a 101 reasons why someone prefers or needs to sit where they do; all I was wanting to do is to think why we sit where we do and ask ‘Does this help me engage with the service and sermon? I remember my old pastor once suggested to me that I move where I was sitting because he could see I was prone to being distracted. I moved and it helped!   If it hinders or at least doesn’t help then it’s worth thinking about a move if we want to give and get the best out of what happening
Now, to avoid digging a hole I’ll move on! Last time we only covered the circumstances of the meeting between Pater and Cornelius, we didn’t look at what Peter actually said. I want to start by doing that this week because it is probably the best and simplest presentation of the good news of Jesus anywhere in the Bible. Many people find that one of the biggest hindrances in talking about Jesus is just this – what do I say? What should I say? Well here’s a great summary of the most important parts of the good news we have about Him.

In the spirit of ‘engaging’ in the learning part of the sermon I thought we could do this bit together. You’ll need a Bible (paper or electronic) and I want between us to identify the things Peter tells Cornelius about Jesus:

Contents of Paul's message to Cornelius

i. God accepts people from every background (encouragement) – v35

ii. God accepts those who fear him and do what is right – not just everyone regardless! – v35. [Cp also v43]
iii. Peace comes through Jesus only – v36

iv. Jesus is Lord of all – v36

Moves on to Jesus life and ministry

v. God anointed Jesus with power – v38

vi. Evidenced by the work and good and healing those under Satan's power – v38

vii. We are witnesses – personal attestation – v39 

viii. Jesus was killed – v39

ix. Jesus raised to life – v40

x. Seen by man, but not all – v41

xi. He ate and drank – v41. So this was real, not made up or dreams. He recounts these things as real historical events.

xii. Their proclamation was at his command – v42

xiii. Jesus is God’s appointed judge of all – v42

xiv. He’s the fulfilment of OT prophecy – v43

xv. Forgiveness of sins is found in him, through belief. So just doing good and believing isn’t enough there has to be personal trust, saving faith in Jesus.
Note in this Peter speaks with a tone of declaring something; he doesn’t posit it as something to be discussed. He speaks of it at fact. We must do this too – ‘This is what we believe’, said without apology or caveat.  Now of course how we say that will differ according to circumstance and situation we’re in - be sensitive to the person! And we should expect some comeback and questions if the person isn’t ready to believe. But if prepared by the H/S they will receive and believe it. 
Cornelius was ready and waiting and the message found an immediate home in his heart. Oh for people like that! Pray for this sort of H/S preparation. I reckon Peter could have said anything that day and it would have been effective for salvation! That he received and believed is evidenced by the fact that God gave him, and his friends the H/S. (I’d love to spend some time on that, but not now save to say that anyone who believes is given, as a gift from god, the H/S. You cannot be a Christian without him, God the H/S living in you, which is absolutely brilliant news as he gives the power to do the things we ant to do, etc. Not in this alone. This really is a vital part of the Good News)
Now then, into Chap 11

The reaction of the church in Jerusalem to hearing the news of the goings on in Caesarea is striking. We don’t know exactly how word got to them or exactly what they were told, but the fact that they saw Peters actions as a bad thing tells us something about them. 

It tells us that they hadn’t fully understood or grasped the intention or the instruction of Jesus before he left – ‘go into all the world and preach the gospel’. A little thought about this would have told them that God’s intention and desire was to to include and welcome the gentiles into his New Community. But for some reason they seem to have ‘missed’ this and had a real problem with news that Gentiles were believing and that Peter had been involved with this. The reason? It was nothing less than their own racial prejudice. 
The result was that they were waiting for Peter when he returned! Talk about bursting his bubble! He’s doubtless all fired up and bursting to tell his brothers and sisters the incredible things God has been doing but before he can even open his mouth they are in his face ‘You went into the house and ate with Gentiles’ – 11:3. 

This was it! No tell us about it all, whats been happening, is it true some gentiles believed too? How do ou square that, etc, etc. No, it was straight out accusation – which is really said.

Now they had either only been told half the story or they had chosen to only here half the story. Either way there’s a couple of practical application points from this: 

· If it’s that they were only told half the story then the warning here is to be careful what we say when relaying events and news! If the messenger told only that Peter went into the gentiles house but didn’t also mention what God had said to Peter, about the visions and angelic visitations then he was very naughty indeed.  But how easy that is for any of us to do – we don’t tell the whole story, we only tell the bits we like, etc. When it relates to the work of the Lord, or fellow Christians then it has the potential to do more harm than good.  

· If on the other hand the message came through in entirety and context was given then the problem is with the hearers – their preconceived ideas and prejudices meant they only heard what they wanted to hear! Warning in that case is about the way we listen! Do we assume guilt until proven innocent of believers? It’s easy to assume the worst of people – to believe a rumour without checking it out. It’s even worse when we believe the worst in people of good repute, like Peter here. In church our default position should be to assume the best in people. So often there is another side to the story or some sort of context. And this is especially so when a person has done something that seems out of character – give them a chance to explain before we right them off. Church history is littered with God’s people hurt by friendly fire so let’s be careful about letting our prejudices cloud our judgement!
Peters answers his critics by simply recounting the facts. What he says is all about God – ‘God took the initiative, God arranged the circumstances, God poured out his holy Spirit … hat would you have done in my situation?’ – v17. 
On hearing this the church consider their questions answered – v17, and could only give praise to God for what he’d done. The enormity of this cannot be underestimated. This really was a watershed moment in the history of the church. No longer was God the God of the Jews only, but now the door was fully open to all – all who believed and repented (v18). And that little phrase shouldn’t be over looked ‘God has granted even the gentiles repentance to eternal life.’ The offer is out to all, but repentance is the key. Not enough just to say ‘Jesus is Lord’ or similar, but to repent, to turn from sins and to truly follow him. 
It’s a reminder of what we are isn’t it. Not just what we said at time of beginning, but continued life – ongoing repentance, ongoing following, every day. May the Lord give us this gift too, and the will to continue with it each day.

Sing: O Jesus I have promised
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