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Transtorming lives for the glory of God




Date: 5th March 2017
Series name: Ephesians (The Armour of God)
Sermon # in series: 23
Sermon Title: A Call to War
Bible Reference: Ephesians 6:10-20
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
‘Put on the full armour of God, so that….you may be able to stand your ground’ Eph 6:13

We come now to the final section of this letter. We’ve taken 22 messages to get to this point and I don’t expect you can remember all we’ve looked at together – but the great thing is that, if you’re trying you’re best to walk God’s way, the Holy Spirit will bring things back to you when you need them.

· We started off in Ch 1-2 looking all that God has done for us in Christ; his choosing us, calling us in Christ and sealing us with the H/S to guarantee our inheritance. 

· Then we looked at ‘the mystery’ of the gospel (Ch 3-4) the marvel that people of all races are included in God’s plan and family. Therefore in the church, national, racial, class and sex barriers are broken down. 

· And most recently in Ch 5-6 we’ve been looking at the implications of this in our everyday lives; we’ve seen how the Lord wants us to live as his people in this new community.
And all that is often very hard – for even the oldest and most wizened old believer! 
· Culture - it is to swim against the tide or our culture, to stand up and be different. Peer pressure at almost any age is a powerful thing.

· Human nature: We all know what it’s like to fight our own natural, human urges and inclinations. We might be saved, but we’re not get perfect and the old nature, dominated by sin fights constantly within us. Paul himself knew this – Rom 7; Gal 5:16-18.
Let us be in under no illusions, the Xian life is tough. If you sometimes feel like giving up, if you sometimes find it incredibly hard to be the person and do the things God wants you to do, be assured, its normal! 
But there’s a 3rd, more powerful force, working against us – God’s arch enemy Satan. And it’s our fight against him that it really in Paul’s mind in this last section. He shows us three things in these verses.
· The adversary we face

· The armour God provides

· The action we must take 
1. The Adversary we face

The Scripture here is very clear - Satan is out to get us! v11 & 12. But one of His favourite ploys is to hide his existence, to get people to forget him or even deny his existence. But Satan is real - Eve was not tempted and deceived by a figment of her imagination; Jesus was not tempted by his thoughts - there is a real enemy who wars against God and against anyone who would dare to follow his Son Jesus. As far as Satan is concerned anyone who is a friend of Jesus is an enemy of his – so you are in his firing line.
If you don’t live as a friend of Jesus he’ll probably leave you alone! Why bother someone who’s not bothering you! But if you’re serious about following Jesus and becoming like him, you can be sure Satan will be trying to get you and deceive you. 

In his great war against God (which incidentally he’s certain to lose) Satan has a host of loyal followers and helpers, described here (v12) as rulers, authorities, powers of this dark world and spiritual forces of evil.
What does all this tell us about our spiritual enemy?

· Your greatest enemy isn’t human! We have to see behind human front and recognise that opposition to God is not just people; behind it all is Satan. He is the influence, the master schemer behind the suffering in the world and the downward spiral in our nation away from God. 

· Your enemy is powerful! It is simply because the enemy is not human that we cannot hope to stand against him, to withstand his opposition by ourselves. 

· Your enemy is evil! Power itself is not evil, but power used wrongly is, and this is what Satan and his followers do – use power wrongly – to destroy rather than build. When you see power used in destructive ways - by individuals, families, companies, governments or even churches you can be sure Satan and his cohorts are at work. They respect no Geneva convention, are utterly unscrupulous and ruthless in their operation. They use and abuse.

· Your enemy is devious! Paul speaks about the devils ‘schemes’ -v11. Gk is ‘methodia’ and lit means ‘tricks’, ‘cunning plans’. Satan is very clever, tactically shrewd & cunning in his deception. Dresses himself up as an angel of light or comes as a wolf in sheep’s clothing. He rarely attacks with his horns on! More likely to operate like a serpent, silently, stealthily, seductively. Might not even recognise what’s going on until too late.
To counter this enemy God gives us an armour – so 
2. The Armour God provides: 

Image he paints in words here is one of these - roman soldier. Perhaps he watched them march past his window, or simply looked at his guards right next to him and saw the helmet, breastplate, the dagger like sword in the belt, the shield he held, the shoes. The Roman soldiers were feared the world over; all conquering – and much of it down to the armour and weapons they used and the skill they used it with. 
And this is what we, God’s army, are to be! Not timid, scared, weak, defenceless wimps! God wants you to be strong overcomers, withstanding the onslaught that comes against you, a winner, victorious over the temptations of Satan, the flesh and our culture.

But we’ll never do this by will power alone! So the Lord uses the soldier image to illustrate what God has given us to both defend ourselves and to attack the enemy. This armour, these weapons will be our subject for the next few weeks, looking at each piece individually. Lastly today: 

3. The Action We Must Take

Just knowing about the armour will not do! Having it available will not be enough! God says to us here that we must put it on – v11! Use these things and we’ll stand strong, neglect or forget them and you’ll be very vulnerable. So this is something we must do; God won’t do it for us! 
And I tell you we must do it continually - take it up and put it on at the start of everyday and keep it on all the time. William Gurnall (Puritan) wrote a classic on this subject. He wrote ‘In heaven we shall appear in robes of glory; but here the armour is to be worn night and day; we must walk, talk, work and sleep in them or we are not soldiers of Christ’! We must never relax our vigilance for ‘The saints sleeping time is Satan's tempting time’! Remember and be warned by the likes of Samson or Noah or David or even Peter!
This requires diligence and discipline! Following Jesus is not the life for those who want the best of both worlds, a foot in both camps! Just as any soldier has to be fully committed and put everything into it, so as God’s people we must make the effort to follow him closely, to keep our guard up. Be assured, Satan will be looking for ways to get you - to tempt you, to weaken you, to seduce you, to draw you away, to compromise your faith and to ruin your witness.

My prayer and desire is that as we look at this armour over the next few weeks we will be equipped & encouraged to stand tall for Jesus, in our own conscience with Jesus and before our fellow men and women. May we be equipped so that when the tiredness creeps in, when temptation comes our way we will be strong and firm, and remain standing at the end.

Sing: 
Soldiers of Christ arise



Stand up, stand up for Jesus


Oh Church arise
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