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Transtorming lives for the glory of God
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Bible Reference: Paul’s letter to the Ephesians!
A disclaimer from Pastor Stuart
My role in the church here is to feed and care for God’s people the best I can. Key to that, in my opinion is teaching and preaching from the Bible; but that is not all a pastor has to do! In fact after the emails, staff admin, hospital visits, community visits, leadership meetings, etc, etc, there sometimes seems to be little time for sermon prep! Years ago I used to agonise over trying to come up with two, often three, totally original sermons each week. But I’ve found that, for me at least, that is impossibility. I’ve learned to be grateful for and to use the gifts God gives to help me – not only the Holy Spirit, but other Bible teachers and preachers.

Over the years I’ve discovered that if something teaches, inspires and excites me it’s likely to do the same for those I speak to. So I admit that sometimes I find myself depending heavily on other people’s ideas, at least to ‘prime the pump’ and therefore I claim originality for very little in these sermons. If you look hard enough and wide enough you’ll probably find who I’ve been reading and learning from! I never knowingly plagiarise, but if you find I have, then I apologise. It must have been that what was said was just too good not to use!

I am particularly indebted to the likes of John Piper, Sam Storms, Wayne Grudem, John Ortberg & Rick Warren. The Lord regularly uses them to get my spiritual pulse racing. I’m also indebted to many who kindly make their sermons available on the likes of sermoncentral.com and preachingtoday.com. Others who help me include ‘The Doctor’ (Martyn Lloyd-Jones), C.H Spurgeon and any of the Puritans.

These sermons are not made available because I think they’re good but in the hope and with the prayer that they may be used by the Holy Spirit to bless others as they have blessed our own church here in Ipswich, UK.

Unless otherwise specified, all scriptures are taken from the HOLY BIBLE  NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Hodder and Stoughton Limited.


   
Ephesians Summary – It’s all for Jesus!
This morning I want to recap and remind us of what God has been teaching us as we’ve looked through this book in his word. I wonder how much you remember!
Inspired by God, written by Apostle Paul, to a church that God had started when he, Paul, had spent 3 years in the city. Big, diverse, modern city of commerce and culture; religion, well, superstition played as large part in the city life. Centre of worship for the great goddess Diana – whole industry had group up around this goddess and the temple they’d build for her. Very immoral as well – huge sex industry with hundreds of sex workers (they called the priestess in those days because they were part of the temple ‘worship’! That culture will play a part in what he says later.
But first there is a bigger thing he wrote to them about. 

Most of the Ephesian believers had no church background - which was a big deal in those days, for this reason. Most of the first Xians (after Jesus went back to heaven) came from a Jewish background. That means they knew about God, observed strict laws and customs and strongly believed that God actually only loved the Jews and wouldn’t accept any other people - unless they became Jews and became like them. 

It came as a big shock then when God said that he loved non Jews (gentiles) as well and wanted to include them in his family. Huge struggle.
Now, the church at Ephesus was one of those churches where most of the people came from a non Jewish background and so they didn’t do things the same way, have the same customs and keep the same ceremonies and this meant that the Jewish background believers were always suspicious of them. 
And so this precipitates the first big theme of Paul in the letter – he writes to encourage them that they were every bit as valuable and loved and precious and important to God as anyone else. There is a big chunk in the middle where he talks about ‘the mystery’ of the gospel (ch 3) – that God loves and calls and accepts gentiles) and how it was his huge privilege to be the main channel through which God had first made this known to the wider world. 
So the big theme in the first part of the letter is what God has done – with the consequences of how they should live making up most of the second half.
And the value of this is that what was true of them is true for us also: so we learn in the first chapter that we are what we are today – you are what you are today, spiritually, because God chose you, way back before he even made the world. He chose you – and that for a purpose – v4 ‘to be holy and blameless in his sight’. 
Here we see immediately our great and highest purpose and calling – to be set apart and as morally clean and pure in God’s sight as we can be. He called you for that; he saved you for that – not just so you can escape Hell, not just so he can bless you and give you a happy life, not just so you can know you’re going to heaven – he saved you to make you holy, set apart for him and his work. That is, above everything else you’re #1 reason for living. [Big challenge for us – how are you doing on this today? What are you living for? What’s most important thing for you?] 
We see also that he adopted us into his family, v5 - we are God’s children, we’ve been rescued REDEEMED, v7 – bought back by the precious blood of Jesus. Wow, what a cost, what a price he paid for you! (Oh to see the dawn).
Still in Ch 1 we saw that having saved us he gave us the H/S to live in us – we were ‘sealed’ with the H/S’ 1:13 to absolutely guarantee our safe arrival in heaven. Mark of ownership and authenticity. Does you mark show? He should do – fruit of the spirit is love and joy and peace and patience and kindness and goodness. Are these seen in us in increasing measure?

Then we have a record of Paul's prayer in which he tells them that he prays that they might know and realise and experience just who they are and the power that is working in them and for them as a result of what God has done.

Friends – we are not victims, we are victors! You have the H/S, the one who raised Jesus from the dead. Oh may we live in the light of this.
Ch2 opens with the reminder again that we are what we are only because of the kindness and mercy of God. Neither they, nor us, were not chosen because we were good or deserving, we were dead and lost and hopeless. But God saved us, simply because he loved us. And again he says why he did this – 2v7 – in order that in the coming ages he might show his great grace expressed to us in Jesus.

You see, it’s all for God, it’s all about him. It really isn’t about us! We get to benefit or course we do, but we’re here for him and him only. 

And so, being here for him, has implications for the way we live! We’re not to carry on as before, but to live in a way that befits the family we are part of and it’s this Paul addresses in the second half of the Letter. [Note, theology and teaching always comes before doing! It’s nice to know what to do – but we actually need to know why we do what we do, why does he give the instructions that he does. There’s always a reason, nothing is arbitrary with God.] 

Point is, says Paul – you have changed, you’re not what you were. So we find him talking to us about living as ‘children of light’ – 4:17, and for this reason we should not live as we used to – 4:25. Put of falsehood and anger and stealing, etc. Very, very practical. 

One of the key things is to be humble and he illustrates this with one very practical aspect or life – marriage and shows how this attitude of humility and submission works out in our marriages. Equality with different roles - husbands providing thoughtful, gentle, loving leadership, wives playing their role without trying to usurp or take over and control. It’s all about us each fulfilling the role and order God designed us for – nothing about dominance and control. Xian marriages should be the epitome of undoing the curse of the fall – living in unity and mutual relationship.
Then there is the last section about the armour – which is so important because there is an enemy of God and us that wants to prevent or stop us living in the way God wants.

So that’s the letter in a nutshell. If I were to try to sum it up in one sentence or paragraph it would be – ‘We were lost, but God loved us and saved us, and we’re under an obligation to God to live in a way that reflects who and whose we are’. Although we get the benefits the big reason he saved us is so that in us he might show to the whole universe his amazing love and mercy. We have, therefore, a humble obligation to work with him and for him and to seek to glorify him in the way we live, in church in our families and at work in our communities. We are to be living, breathing adverts for the New Kingdom God is bringing to pass, the kingdom of which Jesus is king.
So bro’s and sis’s, let us thank God for his grace and let us live such lives that he is pleased and that others are drawn to want to join in to.

Media:

Sing: 
This material is copyright ©2011 Whitton Baptist Church and is licensed under a		 �HYPERLINK "http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/uk/"�Creative Commons Attribution 2.0 UK: England & Wales License�











